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HiMn: No dismantling of Golan colony 

rg^AVTV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
'rated 'ou* 'dismantling the 36 Jewish settlements on the Golan 
as part of a peace deal with Syria, Israel Radio said. Mr. 
DgSn, speaking to high school pupils near Tel Aviv on Monday, 
nid.that when he talked about withdrawing from the Golan in 
ggjyngp for peace he was referring simply to a military pullback. 
Mr. Rabin has repeatedly said he supports a pullback on the 
■Gdafti but has refused to specify the scale or timetable of any 
iritbdiawal. On May 26 the premier raised the possibility for the 
fijg-jjme that one of the settlements may be dismantled in the first 
phase of an Israeli withdrawal. “It is possible we will have to 
{^mantle one settlement at most, as part of a symbolic and very 
(touted withdrawal,” Mr. Rabin said. Some 13,000 Jewish settlers 
live oft the heights. Israeli-Syrian peace talks have stalled over 
security arrangements for the Golan in the event of a withdrawal, 
especially over Israel's demand for early warning stations which 
bria has refused. V.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher is 
^ported to be planning a new Middle East peace shuttle late this 
■mfinai to nyiokickstart^hc^n^^ 
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Marto to negotiate debt-equity swap 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday okayed the formation 
of a Jordanian delegation headed by Michel Marto, deputy 
governor of the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ), to hold talks on 
Sept. 16 to 20 with French officials on a debt-equity swap involving 
about S70 million and to take part in an Afro-Arab dialogue which 
will be held in Pretoria from Oct. 6 to 11. Meeting under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker the 
Cabinet endorsed an agreement under which the government will 
grant two loans totalling 18 million European currency units 
(ECUs), granted by the European Investment Bank (EIB), to the 
Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) to finance water and sewerage 
projects in Mafraq and Ajlourt go ve morales. The Cabinet also 
approved the special arrangements reached between the Jordanian 
and German governments to reduce by DM50 million (JD55 
million) in Jodan's debt of DM140 million to Germany, and 
authorised the finance minister to sign an agreement in this 
respect. The Cabinet also approved the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources' revised ' regulation under which four new 
departments will be created. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
jifajesty King Hussein tele- 
phoned Tuesday Yemeni 
President Ah Abdullah Saleh 
to enquire about his health 
following the president’s 
riiedfcal check-up in the Un- 
ited States. President Saleh 
thanked the King and assured 
him that he was enjoying 
good health. 
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| SOft AMMAN (Petra) - His 
u,i " «ies Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday received a delega- 
tion from the U.S. National 
Public Prosecutors Assoda- 
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don, currently on a visit to 
Jordan. The King reviewed 
with the delegation the Mid- 
dle East 'peace process, not- 
ing Jordan’s important role in 
the search for a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace in 
the region. King Hussein 
stressed that peace will en- 
able the countries of the re- 
gion to pursue development 
and ensure a better future for 
their future generations. The 
audience was attended by the 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A1 Qasem and the U.S. 
charge d'affaires in Amman. 

be Charette due 
here on Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) — French 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette arrives here Mon-' 
-day for talks with his Jorda- 
nian counterpart Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti, a French 
spokesman said. The French 
mini ster will visit Cairo on 
'.Sunday before coming to 
‘ Amman. The spokesman did 
not comment on die content 
of Mr. De C3iarette> planned 
talks with his Jordanian and 
Egyptian counterparts* 

I AF welcomes 
Tehran statement 

AMMAN (J.T) — The Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) on 
Tuesday welcomed the 
Tehran Declaration issued at 
the end of the meetings of the 
foreign ministers of Syria, 
Turkey and Iran and called 
on signatories of the declara- 
tion to seek an end to the 
embargo on Iraqis. In a state- 
ment issued Tuesday, the 
iXF voiced support for the 
declaration, which called for 
safeguarding Iraq's unity and 
rejecting any foreign in- 
tervention in its internal 
affairs, and demanding an 
end to the sanctions on the 
people. The IAF said 
sanctions represent a 
“disgrace for humanity and a 
condemnation of the world 
conscience.’’ The IAF reaf- 
firmed its rejection of- the 
United Nations Security 
Council decision on Friday to 
renew, the sanctions on Iraq. 
“This council has failed to 
deal seriously with Arab and 
Islamic issues in Palestine, 
'Bosnia and the Chechen Re- 
public,” the statement said. 
It called on Arab and Islamic 
governments to break the 
embargo on Iraq and urged 
w,: icai parties and Arab and 
im parliamentarians to 
their governments 
to put an end to sanctions and 
ft foil any attempt to inter- 
fere in Iraq's internal affairs. 

11 killed In Algiers 
sweep 

PARIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces swept through 
the streets of three districts of 
the capital, Algiers, at dawn 
00 Tuesday and killed 11 
guerrillas, residents of the 
said. They said security 
ftroes oordonned off Faris- 
’faDcm, Jabal Koukou and 
Diw A1 Kef, three areas 
® v ®rio6king the militant bas- 
to»af Bab AI Oued r 

Gunmen execute 6 

Imams in Mogadishu 

Mogadishu (afp) — 

executed six imams 
ftjooft. Mogadishu Tuesday 
rival sub-dans - fought 
2® heavy weapons, leaving 
2* man dead and three 
funded. Witnesses saw the 
round up the imams 


{jjju.the mosque and shoot 
SJ5 1 '® * nearby building. 

sources said the ex- 
rr 3 ® 0 * were in retaliation 
rope of dozens of 
oyer the past week on 
Mogadishu 



Hb Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday confers in appreciation of his efforts to bolster 
upon Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez Jordanian-Spahish relations (Photo by Yousef 
Use distinguished Jordanian At Nahda Medal -ABan) 

EU committed to Mideast 
development and help for 
Jordan, Gonzalez affirms 

Spanish premier says Europe will 
play active part in MENA summit 

King: Policy on Iraq 
remains unchanged 


By P.V. Vivekmmnd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe .Gonzalez left 
Amman for Syria on Tuesday 
after talks here that dealt 
with Jordanian-Spanish rela- 
tions, European Union (EU) 
support for the Middle East 
peace process, the Middle 
East aha North Africa econo- 
mic summit, and EU plans to 
deepen its relations with non- 
EU countries in the 
Mediterranean region. 

During his meetings with 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 

(Continued on page 7) 


KING HUSSEIN on Tuesday reiterated that Jordan’s 
policy towards Iraq remains unchanged and reaffirmed that 
the Kingdom would do whatever it conld to help alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi people. 

“Our duties towards the Iraqi peopje have guided us all 
these years, 'to do whatever was possible and is possible to 
alleviate their suffering,” the King told a joint press 
conference he held with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. “For those who suggest there is a change in our 
policy. I’d like to point out that our policy has been 
consistent..” 

The King reiterated that Jordan had no intention to close 
its borders with Iraq and pledged that the Kingdom would 
continue to send food and medicine and other items to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


PLO jails in Jericho two 
men ‘wanted’ by Israel 


JERICHO (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian military tribunal 
sentenced two Palestinians to . 
seven years in prison in what 
Israel asserted Tuesday what 
an apparent ploy to prevent 
the defendants' extradition to 
Israel. 

. The two men are sought by 
Israel on suspicion that they 
killed two Jewish hikers this 
summer. 

The affair further under- 
mined confidence between 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
as the two sides were trying 
to wrap up an agreement on 
expanding Palestinian self- 
rule in the West Bank. 

The Palestinians’ actions so 
angered Israeli legislators 
from both the governing 
coalition and the opposition 
that they called parliament 
out of recess for a special 
debate next week. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
have been playing a cat-and- 
mouse game over the extradi- 
tion of Palestinians suspected 


of carrying out attacks on 
Israelis. 

Israeli security sources said 
at least 13 suspects have 
sought refuge in the FLO-run 
enclave of Jericho, Israel 
Radio said Tuesday. 

' The report said some of the 
suspects had even been re- 
' cruited by Yasser Arafat’s 
West Bank security chief, 
Jibril Rajoub. One fugitive 
was put in charge of inter- 
rogations, the report said. 

“This is very grave,” 
Israeli Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben-Eliezeer said 
of Tuesday’s standoff. “This 
is part of the conditions of the 
(peace) agreement... we have 
to put them (the suspects) on 
trial in Israel.” 

Israel has used different 
means of pressure. Last 
month, the army closed 
Jericho for a week in an 
attempt to have the Palesti- 
nians hand over two suspects 
in a deadly Aug. 21 bus 
bombing in Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians refused. 


and instead the two were 
sentenced by the Jericho 
military tribunal, making ex- 
tradition impossible. 

In recent days, Israeli offi- 
cials began linking the possi- 
ble release of Palestinian de- 
tainees held by Israel to the 
extradition of Palestinian sus- 
pects hiding in Jericho. 

“There is a kind of link 
between their (the Palesti- 
nians’) demand to release 
prisoners and our demand to 
band over murderers,” said 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al. “There is a link and we 
can’t ignore it.” 

Some 6,000 Palestinians 
are being held by Israel, and 
Palestinian negotiators have 
demanded that all be freed as 
part of the West Bank auton- 
omy accord. 

In the latest incident, Israel 
was preparing to request the 
extradition of two Palesti-' 
mans wanted in the killing of 
two Israeli hikers in July. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sultan Qaboos unharmed, 
Zawawi killed in accident 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — Sul- 
tan Qaboos Ben Said of 
Oman left hospital in good 
health on Tuesday after a car 
accident Mat killed a deputy 
prime minister of the coun- 
try, the Oman News Agency 
said. 

It saidjvell- wishers held an 

all-night vigiiancTsIaughtered 
sheep at the gates of the 
hospital where Sultan 
Qaboos had tests after Mon- 
day night's accident, which 
occurred when his car was hit 
by another vehicle. 

Qais Ben Abdul Moneim 
A1 Zawawi, deputy . prime 
minister for financial and 
economic affairs, died in the 
accident in Saiaiah, around 
T,000 kilometres south of the 
capital Muscat r an Omani 
official said. 

The Omani official who 
asked not to be named said a 
Toyotoa Land Cruiser slam- 
med \ .to the back of the 
BMW 750 driven by Sultan 
Qaboos who had stopped to 
speak to an Omani who had 
flagged him down. 

The Omani News Agency 



Qais Zawaw! 


said an Omani stopped the 
Sultan's car, apparently to 
lodge a complaint. 

“As accustomed of His 
Majesty he stopped to listen 
to this national, at that mo- 
ment another national's car 
came speeding in the same 
direction unaware of His 
Majesty's car stopping by and 


King condoles 
Sultan Qaboos 
over Zawawi 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
on Tuesday sent a cable to 
Saltan Qaboos, expressing 
deep pain and sorrow over the 
death of Qais Ben Abdul 
Moneim AJ Zawawi. 

He also congratulated the 
Saltan on his safety. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad also sent a cable 
to Sultan Qaboos expressing 
condolences over the death of 
the minister and congratulat- 
ing the Sultan on his escape. 


crashed into the Sultan's 
car,” the agency said. 

Zawawi, 60, was sitting in 
the back seat. 

The official said it was an 
accident and ruled out any 
-criminal motive. 

llie government released a 
statement later saying Zawa- 
wi had died but did not link 



Sultan Qaboos 

his death to the accident. 

Mr. Zawawi, a wealthy 
businessman and father of 
eight children, was deputy 
premier since 1982 after serv- 
ing as minister of state for 
foreign affairs between 1973 
and 19S2. 

A palace statement late 
Monday said Sultan Qaboos 
emerged unscathed from the 
accident. 

It also said the Sultan, who 
was travelling with some of 
his ministers, stopped his car 
in a Saiaiah street to listen to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan assails 
Libyan ouster 
of Palestinians 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jor- 
dan on Tuesday slammed 
Libya's expulsion of hun- 
dreds of Palestinians as offi- 
cials confirmed dozens had 
' arrived at the port of Aqaba. 

Jordan admitted 188 with 
Jordanian passports on Mon- 
day but refused entry to 12 
other Palestinians in the 
group because they had no 
Jordanian papers, an Egyp- 
tian official said. 

The 12 were among 200 
Palestinians who crossed the 
border into Egypt on Sunday, 
saying they had been round- 
ed up by Libyan police and 
forced out of the country. 

They then travelled to the. 
Egyptian Red Sea port of 
Nuweibeh and caught the fer- 
ry in Aqaba. 

Tripoli's decision to expel 
Palestinians and other Arab 
workers was slammed by 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim A! Kabariti. 

“The drive to expel Arab 
workers from Libya is an 
astonishing, deplorable and 
totally unjustified measure,” 
he told the A1 Aswaq daily 
Tuesday. “It also goes 
against basic laws and 
ethics.” 

But he stressed: “Palesti- 
nians holding Jordanian pass- 
ports can enter Jordan free- 
ly.” 

Libya began expelling 
Palestinians at the start of the 
month after its leader Moam- 
mad Qadhafi urged Arab 
states to force their resident 
Palestinians to return to Gaza 
and the West Bank, to illus- 
trate the “failure” of Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) self-rule 
accords. 

Lebanon, home to nearly 
300,000 Palestinians, has 
closed shipping routes to 
Libya and imposed entry visa 
restrictions on Palestinians 


expelled by Tripoli, even 
those with Lebanese travel 
documents. 

A third of the 30,000 
Palestinians living in Libya 
have Lebanese travel docu- 
ments. 

At the Salloum, crossing 
between Libya and Egypt, 
some 32 Palestinian families 
have been stranded for more 
than two weeks after Tripoli 
ejected them and Cairo re- 
fused them entry, witnesses 
said. 

They totalled about 100 
people, an AFP correspon- 
dent at the Salloum border 
post said. 

“Libya threw us out after 
we had lived there 15 years 
and Egypt is not wilting to let 
us enter,” Essam Abdul Rah- 
man, one of the Palestinians, 
said. 

“So we've been here living 
in camps for the past 15 
days,” he said. 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
political advisor Nabil Fehmi 
said the situation was "re- 
grettable," but did not con- 
firm that Egypt had denied 
them entry. 

“Egypt is working to solve 
the problem but there is no 
specific mechanism to do so,” 
Mr. Fahmi said. 

The Palestinian repre- 
sentative to the Arab League 
in Cairo, Mohammad Subeih 
said only: “Egypt is following 
the situation and is very se- 
rious about it.” 

“We have asked Egypt to 
intervene” with Tripoli to 
stop the expulsions, ne said, 
adding that Palestinian con- 
tacts with Libya had so far 
"received no response.” 

Eleven other families have 
also been camped for at least 
six days at the Rafah crossing 
into the Gaza Strip, having 

(Continued on pv 7) 


NATO pounds Serb depots; U.S. may bring in Stealth 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Explosions resounded north 
of Sarajevo Tuesday as North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) warplanes pressed 
their attack on the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

“Bosnian Serb army milit- 
ary installations have been 
‘targeted around the city of 
Sarajevo early this morning," 
U.N. spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko said Tuesday. 
Another U.N. spokesman 
said the targets were 
ammunition dumps which 
escaped earlier bombing 
raids. 

Sources in the Bosnian 
Serb stronghold of Pale, 
southeast of Sarajevo, said 
the ammunition site was-. 
“levelled” in the overnight 
attack. 

While Moscow and Serb 
political leaders accused 


NATO’s two- week bombing 
campaign of jeopardising the 
revived peace process, U.N. 
peacekeepers said the di- 
vidend of air strikes had been 
to make besieged Sarajevo 
safer. 

Although suspected Serb 
gunfire wounded eight peo- 
ple aboard a bus in dty on 
Monday evening, Mr. Ivanko 
told reporters. 

“The dty of Sarajevo has 
become a much safer place 
than it was two weeks ago. 
Firing incidents have de- 
creased from the thousands 
to the lower hundreds... but 
now they are assodated more 
with NATO air strikes.” 

The Russian Foreign 
Ministry accused the West on 
’Monday of using the Bosnian 
conflict as a testing ground 
for new wav’s of imposing its 
will in post-cold war Europe. 


Russian delegates at the 
United Nations have- dreu- 
lated a draft resolution to 
Security Council members 
calling for the immediate sus- 
pension of NATO air strikes 
and demanding that all Bos- 
nian factions stop fighting. 

U.S. offirials admit con- 
cern over Russian critirism 
since the United States added 
its cruise missiles to the high- 
tech firepower pounding the 
Serbs. 

• But they also sav that 
Washington is now thinking 
of throwing its radar-evading 
“Stealth” warplanes into the 
fight. 

A source at NATO head- 
quarters said the United 
States wants to station the 
F-I17 Stealth fighters at 
Aviano air base in Italy for 
use against the Serbs, but the 
Italians had not given permis- 


sion. 

The use of Stealth Aircraft 
— one of the most advanced 
attack planes in the world — 
suggests NATO is ready to 
escalate its raids if negotia- 
tions with the Bosnian Serbs 
do not progress. The planes, 
virtually undetectable by 
radar and highly precise, 
were used in the Gulf war to 
attack Baghdad. 

CNN reported that Italy 
was balking in an effort to be 
admitted as a full member of 
the international team nego- 
tiating a settlement in Bos- 
nia. The NATO source in 
Brussels, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, would 
not disclose further details. 

“NATO has declared war 
on the Serbs.” Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
said in. an open letter to U.S. 
President# Bill Clinton, Rus- 


Bri- 


sia's Boris Yeltsin and 
tain's John Major. 

Mr. Karadzic said NATO 
air and missile attacks called 
into question whether the 
Serbs could carry on with 
talks launched in Geneva on 
Friday to end the conflict in 
Bosnia. 

“In the light of the con- 
tinuing attacks, at the receiv- 
ing end of which are mostly 
civilians, the republika 
Srpska (Serb republic) may 
well have to reconsider its 
further participation in peace 
talks.” Mr. Karadzic said in 
the letter. 

The Geneva talks yielded a 
verbal agreement providing for the 
Serbs and the rival Musliin- 
Croat federation to share the 
internationally recognised 
state of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

t Con tinned on page 7) 


Meeting grapples with 
defining the ‘displaced’ 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan, Israel, 
EEgypt and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
on Tuesday held their fourth 
round of talks on the fate of 
Palestinians displaced in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

“This committee is charged 
with the technical task of 
facilitating the displaced 
Palestinians' right to return 
to the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip," said Ambassador 
Mohammad Shahankari, 
head of the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the meeting. 

“This delegation is not dis- 
cussing whether displaced 
Palestinians have the right to 
return,” Mr. Shahankari said 
adding that the four-member 
meeting was “looking for 
mechanisms and ways for 
their return and who exactly 
will return.",^ 

Chief PalesttnTan nego- 
tiator Zuhdi Said I told Jiis 
counterparts at thfe^start of 
the meeting that he expected 
to receive a positive response 
from the Israeli delegation 
"regarding a comprehensive 


definition of the displaced 
pereon.” 

A meeting in Gaza last 
month failed to reach a com- 
mon definition, necessary for 
the two tides to agree on the 
number of Palestinians eligi- 
ble to return to the West 
Bank and Gaza under the 
Israeli-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal signed two years ago this 
week. 

The Palestinians have not 
put forward their own defini- 
tion of a displaced person but 
were “requesting a solution 
in a positive and objective 
way for the interest of peace 
between our people,” Mr. 
Said said. 

Displaced Palestinians are 
those who left the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip after the 1967 
war as opposed to Palestinian 
refugees who left Palestine in 
the 1948. war. 

“This committee only dis- 
cusses the fate of the dis- 
placed Palestinians. As fer- 
tile refugees, their problem 
has been postponed until fin- 
al status talks planned for 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan and Iraq plan to 
build refinery at Aqaba 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq and Jordan have agreed 
to construct a refinery at 
Aqaba with an initial capacity 
of 140,000 barrels per day 
(bpd), Baghdad newspapers 
said on Tuesday. 

■ They also agreed to con- 
struct a joint pipeline with an 
initial capacity of 100,000 bpd 
that could be boosted to 
.350,000 bpd. 

The papers said the pro- 
jects were part of an energy 
and oil pact signed following 
a visit to Iraq by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Sameh Darwazeh. 

Iraq gave Mr. Darwazeh, 
who returned to Amman late 
Tuesday, a red-carpet wel- 
come. He met ministers of 
industry and minerals, trade 
and oil. 

“Intensive contacts were 
carried out (during the visit) 
which resulted ... in the 
foundation of a joint refinery 
in Aqaba with a capacity of 

100.000 bpd that could be 
increased to 250.000 and the 
extension of a pipeline to 
Zarqa with a total capacity of 

350.000 bpd,” the papers 
said, quoting Iraq’s Oil 
Minister Amer Rasheed. 

The two tides agreed to 
start implementation of the 
pipeline once studies are 
completed. The papers did 


not say how the project, esti- 
mated to cost S500 million, 
would be fended. 

Trade with Iraq, apart 
from urgent humanitarian 
needs, is banned under U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed for 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
But shipments of oil to. Jor- 
dan are exempt from the 
curbs. 

Mr. Darwazeh told the Jor- 
dan Times that the pipeline 
was one of the most impor- 
tant projects between the two 
countries. 

In two months, the two 
countries will start working 
out the necessary studies for 
the project, he said. 

He said that the agreement 
also provides for other pro- 
jects such asthe creation of a 
company to conduct studies 
on oil prospecting and offer 
its services to the two coun- 
tries as well as to the other 
Arab states. 

, Mr. Darwazeh said the first 
project to be undertaken by 
the company is to carry out a 
feasibility study on the oil 
pipeline to Jordan. 

The minister confirmed 
that the two sides also agreed 
on conducting studies on the 
setting up of a petroleum 
refinery at Aqaba, which, he 

(Coufiaued on page 7) 
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OIC marks anniversary 
voicing support for Bosnia 


JEDDAH (R) — The Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), which repre- 
sents one billion Muslims, 
marked its 25tfi anniversary 
on Monday with a commit- 
ment to continue supporting 
fellow Muslims in Bosnia- 
Heizegovina. 

The celebration in the 
Saudi Arabian port city of 
Jeddah was attended by dele- 
gates from the OIC’s SI 
member states under the slo- 
gan of Solidarity with the 
People of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

- ■ An OIC declaration reaf- 
firmed the member states' 
support to Bosnian Muslims 
-t in their fight against Serb 
forces but fell short of spell- 
ing out practical steps to help 
them. 

Bosnian ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, Senahid Bistric 
told Reuters that if current 
peace efforts led by the Un- 
ited States failed “we will ask 
them (OIC members) to arm 
the Bosnian army'and to pro- 
vide us with all kinds of aid." 

Muslim states have been 
sending financial aid to Bos- 


nian Muslims and have repe- 
atedly urged the U.N. to lift 
an arms embargo against the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment but none has publicly 
said they will send it aims. 

The OIC declaration said 
the member states “strongly 
condemned the continuing 
Serbian aggression against 
the Republic of Bosnia-. 
Herzegovina and non- 
compliance by the Serbs of 
international resolutions.” 

But it did not refer to a 
decision by an OIC contact 
group in Geneva in July de- 
daring the U.N. arms embar- 
go as invalid. 

The OIC, which tries to 
mediate mainly in conflicts 
among Muslims, was created 
in 1969 following an arson 
fire at A1 Acjsa Mosque. 
Islam's third holiest shrine, in 
East Jerusalem which was 
seized by Israel in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. 

The declaration said all 
Israeli-occupied Arab land, 
including East Jerusalem, the 
Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon must be handed 
back. 


It said the Palestinian peo- 
ples' “sovereignty over their 
homeland and their right to 
self-determination and estab- 
lishment of an independent 
state with (Jerusalem) as its 
capital are of crucial import- 
ance for a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East." 

Farouq Kaddoumi, head of 
the Political Department of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisatioon (PLO), ac- 
cused Israel of stalling in the 
talks with the Palestinian 
National Authority (FNA) 
for extending self-rule 
beyond the Gaza. Strip and 
the West Bank city of 
Jericho. 

“The continued faltering 
on the Palestinian track in- 
creases our belief that the 
rulers of Israel are unwilling 
for peace," he told the 
gathering. 

Syrian Information Minis- 
ter Mohammad Salman said 
his country “has affirmed its 
.belief in a just and compre- 
hensive peace as a strategic 
option that cannot be 
achieved with the continued 
occupation of the land.” 


Mestiri to renew Afghan mission 


ISLAMABAD (R) — U.N. 
envoy Mahmoud Mestiri 
plans soon to resume his 
peace mission to Afghanis- 
tan, where the government is 
under renewed military 
pressure from the Taliban 
Islamic militia, a U.N. offi- 
cial said on Monday. 

The Islamabad-based offi- 
cial said Mr. Mestiri would 
begin an extended stay in 
Afghanistan in just over a 
week's time and would base 
himself in the eastern city of 
Jalalabad. 

“His objective remains a , 
peaceful settlement in Afgha- ' 
nistan. He will first try to see 
what shape events are taking 
and then move," said the 
official, who asked not to be 
named. 

To assist Mr. Mestiri, four 
U.N. political officers are to 
take up new posts in Kabul, 

* Herat, Kandahar and Mazar- 
e-Sharif to keep in daily con- 
tact with various Afghan, fec- 
:.;tions. 

- Mr. Mestiri’s Latest mission 
follows thfc WIHpSSln Martfi ; 1 
of his bid to arrange an 
agreed transfer of power 
from President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani to an interim coun- 
cil. 

His proposals foundered 
when Mr. Rabbani refused to 
step down unless the Talibans 
took part in .the arrange- 
ments. 


The Talibans declined, 
saying they wanted to sweep 
away all the guerrilla fac- 
tions. whose rivalry has kept 
Afghanistan at war since the 
. fall of a communist-led gov- 
ernment in April, 1992. 

In his new mission, Mr. 
Mestiri will have to take into 
account military changes that 
have- altered the balance of 
power without making 
Afghanistan any more stable. 

In March, Mr. Rabbani 
and his military commander, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, drove 
the Talibans from the out- 
skirts of Kabul, halting an 
advance by the militants that 
began with the capture of the 
southern city of Kandahar in 
November. 


This month, the Talebans 
bounced back, taking most of 
western Afghanistan, includ- 
ing the strategic airbase of 
Sbindand and the key city of 
Herat. 


in the west this month to 
capture the border town of 
Torghundi astride the high- 
way from Turkmenistan. 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-e-Isiami, defeated by 
the Talibans early this year 
near Kabul, still holds part of 
the region between Jalalabad 
and the Afghan capital. 

He has made overtures to 
the Taliban; mainly ethnic 
Pash tuns like Hezb-e-Islami, 
but there are no dear signs 
the Talibans are willing to 
ally openly with a man they 
identify as the leader of one 
more “corrupt” faction. 

“The military 'situation is 
still undear,” a Western di- 
plomat in Islamabad said. 
“There seems no immediate 
threat to Kabul unless -the 
opposition can isolate it on 
the ground." 


The militants, who now 
cpntrol^mpst of .southern apt) 
western Afghanistan,' cob- 
front government troops on 
front lines 30 km kilometres 
south and southwest of 
Kabul. 


Opposition leader General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum's 
ethnic Uzbek forces control 
much of the north and ex- 
ploited die Talibans’ advance 


Opposition forces are far 
from united and diplomats 
s$y. Mr. Masood’s battler 
hardened troops appear 
strong enough to hold Kabul 
' unless ' the ; _Tahbans7sticfe&d ■ 
in their declared strategy of 
persuading pro-governments 
to switch sides. 

Pakistan, whose embassy 
in Kabul was pansack ed last 
week by protesters angered 
by Islamabad's alleged sup- 
port for the Talibans, is keen 
for Mr. Mestiri to resume the 
search for peace. 


Arab delegations review 
action plan for women 


BEIJING (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina, chairperson of the coor- 
dination committee of Arab 
delegations participating in. 
the U.N. Fourth World Con- 
ference on Women, on Tues- 
day chaired a meeting of the 
delegations to review deci- 
sions and recommendations 
by Arab technical commit- 
tees on an action plan aud its 
points of convergence with 
the Islamic Sharia. 

The meeting also reviewed 
issues which aroused con- 
troversy when the confer- 
ence’s draft document was 
prepared in New York. 

A declaration by the Arab 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) forum was also 


under focus at the meeting. 

The declaration stress*; 
the unity of Arab ranks and 
urged conferees not to divide 
the Arab region into African 
and Asian. It also underlines 
the importance of family in 
die society and stressed the 
importance of women’s parti- 
cipation in the development 
process. 

The declaration . calls for 
adherence to the action plans 
of the Vienna conference and 
the International .Conference 
on Human Rights, which 
convened in 1993, as well as 
the declaration by the World 
Population Conferencewhich 
was convened in Cairo in 
1994 m addition to recom- 
mendations bv the Social De- 


velopment Summit which was 
held in Copenhagen earlier 
this year. 


Princess Basina also re- 
ceived at her residence In the 
Chinese capital the president 
and members of the board of 
the international Young 
Women '5 Christian Associa- 
tion (YWCA) participating in 
the conference. 


Princess Basma highlighted 
the important role the society 
plays in serving local com- 
munities, especially in 
aspects related to women and 
bnefed them on women's 
achievements in the Jorda- 
nian society in terms of parti- 
cipation in the development 
process and decision-making. 


Japan to give $18m to UNRWA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has 
pledged S18 million to the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
for 1995. The pledge from 
Japan includes $11 million for 
the agency's regular prog- 
ramme in 1995 and $500,000 
for university scholarships for 
Palestine refugee students, a 
UNRWA press release said. 

Japan has also pledged 
$6.5 million to the agency's 
Peace Implementation Prog- 
ramme (PIP), including $4.2 
million for the Gaza Strip to 
construct and equip three 
new schools and to improve 
sewerage and drainage in 


Beach Camp. The balance of 
$2.3 million has been allo- 
cated to PIP projects in Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, Syria and the 
West Bank. 


Projects include construct- 
ing and equipping libraries 
and science laboratories in 
UNRWA schools as well as 
upgrading- workshop equip- 
ment at the agency's Wadi 
Seer Training Centre in. Jor- 
dan; upgrading solid waste 
disposal equipment and im- 
1 proving water supply for re- 
fugee camps in Syria as well 
as other projects in Lebanon 
and the West Bank. 


earlier contributed food 
assistance to UNRWA, 
valued at about $9.1 million 1 
for 1995 and contributed $2 
million towards the reloca- 
tion of the agency's head- 
quarters to the area of opera- 
tions. The new pledge brings 
to $29.1 million the pledges 
and contributions received by 
UNRWA from the govern- 
ment of Japan in 1995. 


The government of Japan 


In 1994 Japan ranked as 
the second largest single 
country donor to UNRWA, 
after the United States. With 
this pledge. Japan is also the 
.second largest donor for 
Phase II of PIP so far. 


Ben Gurion’s grandson tries his luck 


DAVID BEN GURION, the 
legendary founder of the 
Jewish state, might be spin- • 
nmg like a roulette wheel in 
his Negev desert grave. 

It seems Israel’s would be 
“national croupier 1 ' is none 
other than the grandson of 
the man who led it to state- 
hood half a century ago. 

After serving as a captain 
in the Israeli anny,. Alon Ben , 
Guidon went abroad to study. 
Now 44, he manages a top - 
Washmgton-hc^el and hisamti ' 
is get Israel to allow a chain 
of casinos. But die feet that 
he has lived in the U.S. for 
the past 20 years is in itself 
something winch would cer- 
tainly have given his illust- 
rious grandfather great hear- 
tache. 

hi Israel’s early years Ben 
Gnrion often berated 


American-Jews for not' im- 
migrating themselves and 
told them they had no right to 
call themselves “Zionists" 
unless they sent their sons 
and daughters to join in 
building the country. 

“It’s a reflection of our 
sorry' state when the only 
ambition of the grandson of 
the man who founded the 
nation is to create gambling 
halls,” observed an elderly i 
Jerusalem .woman-” 

' Mr. Ben Gnrion is .unre- 
pentant. In Tel Aviv, he said: 
“My company is building 
hotels in Cairo, Dubai, 
Oman and Damascus. All 
will have casions. Why. 
should Israel not cash in this 
way- as wcH?" 

His grandfather’s abiding 
passion was to convince his 


people of die need to make 
the desert bloom. 


He gave up politics to tend 
sheep at the kibbutz where he 
is buried AJon Ben Gnrion 
apparently wants to cover die 
desert with a different green, 
—the baize of the roulette table . 


He is trying to convince a 
government commission that 
Eilat, the desert town on the 
RedSp^ ,isth£ jdealpfejce for 
“a Middle East las Vegas.” 
“At first I admit I was 
taken aback,” said Udd Zip- 
poii who runs a kiosk where 
national lottery tickets are 
sold. “But his land of drive is 
exactly what we need. It’s 
certainly better to have casi- 
nos of our own instead of 
letting money flow out of the 
country” — The Guardian. 


No radical changes seen from Egyptian elections 


CAIRO (R) — Government 
and opposition parties in 
Egypt have started in earnest 
their preparations for par- 
liamentary elections due in 
November, but politicians 
and experts say they do not 
-expect any radical changes. 

Government-owned news- 
papers baVte been cariying for 
the past two weeks the tradi- 
tional election promises by- 
top officials, such as benefits 
to low-paid civil servants, 
worked and peasants, one of 
the most important consti-' 
ruencies for President Hosni, 
Mubarak's ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP). 

Opposition parties have 
also been trying to organise 
their ranks and the leaders of 
six major groups have held 
several meeting to coordin- 
ate their local campaigns. 

Opposition sources say the 
parties have been trying to 
agree on a joint manifesto to 


put to the public. 

* The elections in November 
— no firm date has yet been 
set — will be the first in eight- 
years in which all opposition 
parties are taking part 
Tn 1990 all parties except 
the NDP and the leftists 
boycotted the elections on 
the grounds that the govern- 
ment failed to guarantee the 
results would not be rigged. 
But ar least since the over- 
' throw of the monarchy in 
1952, the government has 
won every election by a land- 
slide anyway. Opinion polls 
show most Egyptians have no 
interest in party politics and ' 
that the real turnout in elec- 
tions is very low. 

In 1990, the NDP won 348 
of the 444 seats at stake, 
mostly pliable independents 
won 83 and the leftists six. 
The main opposition parties, 
the liberal Wafd Party and 
the Islamist-dominated 


Labour Party, led the 
boycott. 

In this year’s elections, 
candidates will stand as indi- 
viduals, not on party lists, in 
theory throwing the contest 
open to Muslim fundamental- 
ists banned from forming par- 
ties. 


Since January, however, 
the government has been 
tightening' the screws on the 
largest political Islamic 
group, the Muslim Brother- 
hood, indicating ghat Presi- 
dent Mubarak will not risk a 
repetition in Egypt of the 
Algerian debacle. 


Since the late President 
Anwar Sadat released 
Brotherhood members from 
prison in 1971, the govern- 
ment has tolerated Brother- 
hood activities short of form- 
ing their own party. 

Policy changed early this 
year, when Mr. Mubarak be- 


gan to insist that the Brother- 
hood was no different from 
the more radical elements 
who have been leading a 
three-year-old campaign of 
violence to overthrow him. 

Earlier this month, Mr.. 
Mubarak referred 52 leading 
members to military trial — 
the first members of the 
'group since 1965. The 
Brotherhood and others said 
it was to stop them standing 
for election, though the In- ’ 
tenor Ministry denied it. 

'. “We know the sitation 
here is different from Algeria 
but we cannot take any 
. risks,” a state security officer 
told Reuters. 

Osama Ai Ghazali, an ex- 
pert at the Abram Centre for 
Political and Strategic Stu- 
dies, said ruling parly candi- 
dates retained an advantage 
through association with the 
.network of sendees the state 
offers the public. ' 


He said lie believed that 
;even.if the elections were 
.totally, fair, the Brotherhood 
would not win more than 12 
to 15 per cent. 

Mr. Ghazali and other 
political' experts said the gov- 
-.ernment will not allow a 
radical change in the system 

S ' which it maintains a two- 
irds majority in the 445- 
member parliament — 
. enough to pass any legislation 
and reelect the president. 

“I don't think the elections 
mil have any significance. 
Lost of people are saying so 
- because they are looking for 
change,'’ said a political ex- 
pert dose to tiie government. 

“But the truth of the mat- 
ter is that Egypt is ruled by 
the army and a huge 
bureaucracy. The rest is de- 
coration,” added the expert, 
who did not want his name 
mentioned. 


Iran refuses 
to sign end 
to fatwa 


LONDON (R) — Iran has 
given the European Union 
(EU) a verbal assurance that 
it no longer seeks Salman 
Rushdie’s death but has re- 
fused to commit the promise 
to paper, the committee set 
up to defend the author said 
on Monday. 


Mr. Rushdie said in a state- 
ment that verbal assurances 
were nothing new from 
Tehran and described its re- 
fusal to sign a statement ab- 
out the threat to his life jas 
“absurd.” 

The late Iranian spiritual 
leader. Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, issued a death 
edict against Mr. Rushdie in 
1989, accusing him of blas- 
phemy against Islam in his 
novel “The Satanic Verses." 
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Anti-Islamist hawk to 
stand in Algerian poll 


PARIS (R) — A fierce oppo- 
nent of Muslim fundamental- 
ists, Said Saadi, said on Mon- 
day he would stand in Alger- 
ia’s presidential election 
scheduled for November. 

Mr. Said, leader of the 
Berber-dominated Rally for 
Culture and Democracy 
(ROD) told a press confer- 
ence in Algiers: “I stand for 
the election because I believe 
that against the candidates of 
the system, democratic 
opposition must run for this 
competition — competition 
which is the fruit of our strug- 
gle.” 

Main opposition parties 
have dismissed the poll and 
urged President Liamine 
Zeroual to open negotiations 
with Muslim fundamentalist 
leaders to stifle political vio- 


lence before any election is 
held. 

Guerrillas have vowed to 
wreck the polls and in recent 
weeks have increased car- 
bombings and other attacks. 

More than 30,000 people 
have been killed in the nearly 
four years of virtual civil war 
between the army-backed 
government and the guerril- 
las. The strife broke out 
when the. authorities cancel- 
led an election which the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salv£ 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. Z 

The government hopes the 
election will be a step to- 
wards resolving the conflict 
A dozen politicians hav<j 
announced their intention to 
compete, including former 
Prime Minister Redha Male!' 


Peace Watch says attacks 
on Israelis go up by 73% 


EIGHTY-THREE Israelis 
were killed in attacks over 
the past year, while one 
Palestinian was killed by 
Israeli civilians. Peace Watch 
said Sunday. 

The list does not include 
the killing of Salaman Aza- 
mareb in Halhoul on Friday 
morning, since it has not yet 
been determined conclusively 
who is responsible. 

The list was released to 
mark the second anniversary - 
of the signing of the Oslo 
accords and the exchange of 
letters between Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser 
Arafat on Sept. 9, 1993. 

According to Peace Watch 
figures, the number of 
Israelis killed in attacks has 
risen by 73 per cent since the 
letters were signed compared 
with the previous two years. 
There have been 149 Israelis 
killed in attacks since the' 
agreement — 66 the first year 
and 83 the second — com-, 
pared to 86 in the two years 
prior to it. 

The report shows a sharp 
drop in the number of 
Palestinians killed in clashes 
with the Israeli security 
forces. From October 1993 to 
August 1995, 159 Palestinians 
were killed in clashes, while 
from October 1991 to Octo- 


ber 1993, the. nuipbef. .?tqpd 
ar' 264. 


Peace Watch found that 
the number of lethal attacks 
on Jews decreased last year, 
from 44 in 1993-94 to 20 in 
1994-95. The reason for the 
larger number of fatalities is 
because of the more lethal 
nature of suicide bombings, 
which increased this past 
year. 

According to the organisa- 
tion, Hamas was responsible 
for 85 of the killings since the 
agreement, and Fateh for 
eight. 

Pne Palestinian was killed 
in unprovoked attacks last- 
year. 38 the year before — 
including the Hebron mas- 
sacre in which Baruch Gold- 
stein killed 29 — seven in 
1992-1993, and none of the 
year before that. 

The organisation's figures 
showed a dramatic drop of 
violent acts — petrol bombs, 
shots being fired and road- 
side explosives — in Gaza 
over the last four years, with 
the number dropping from 
1,091. between October 1991 
and October 1992, to 84 from 
October 1994 to August 
1995. Peace Watch attributed 
this to the decrease in IDF 
and Jewish presence in Gaza. 

During the same period, < 
the same violent type of acts 
in the West Bank dropped 
from 1,535 to 422 — 77ie 
Jerusalem Post. 


U.S. condemns settlers’ 
attack on Palestinians 


WASHINGTON (USIAI — 
Slate Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns strongly de- 
n ? u nced on Monday the pre- 
vious day’s attack by Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank on a 
girl’s school in 

Hebron. 

“This is a shocking act of 
lawlessness and tiie United 
States deplores it, unequivo- 
cally,” Mr. Burns declared. 
He called film footage of the 
aftermath of the attack “truly 
shocking, even by the low 
standards set by some of the 
settler communities in the 
West Bank.” 

Mr. Burns also condemned 
the recent alleged execution 
of a young Palestinian near 
Hebron as “an outrageous 
act,” adding, “we condemn 
terrorism no matter where -it 
comes from.” 

The spokesman told ques- 
tioners “the problem of Heb- 
ron has got to be resolved by 
the Palestinian Authority and 
the government of Israel. 
The United States cannot 
prescribe a solution to that.” ' 

The Israeli government, 
and the Palestinian Authority 
“are . grappling with some 
very difficult issues and' 
they’re working hard to 
bridge their differences”' in 1 
their current negotiations. 


tiie spokesman noted. He 
said the United States is “in 
very dose touch” with both ' 
of them. ‘They’ve made 
some progress. They haven’t 
made some progress. They 
haven’t made the full prog: 
ress that they and we had. 
hoped for, but we are confi-- 
dent that they will get there,” 
Mr. Burns said. 

^Vhile he declined to opm>; 
meat when asked about re- 
ports that some Israeli, 
opposition political figures, 
have threatened to abrogate 
Israel's commitments under 1 
tiie Middle East peace pro-' 
cess if they come to power, • 
the spokesman emphasised' - 
that “the United States fully ^ 
supports this peace process.”' 

“We obviously expect that 
all the parties involved in this* 
peace process win maintain". ■ 
and meet the co mmi t m ents'' 
that they make,” he said.- 
“That is a very important ~ 
part of any set of diplomatic, 
negotiations. Peace cannoU 
be assured unless people live* 
up to their commitments, and . 
we have full confidence in thes* 
government of Israel that it 
will meet- its commitments 
and foil confidence that the ' 
Palestinian Authority will as - 
well,” Mr. Burns said. ’ -- 
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Uppexfiomt pike in Ss per ig. 

Apple 600/ 400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mufcaxnmar) 620 

9**»ge 130/100 

Carrot — 420/300 

CrniBflower 220/150 

Gwnnbea; (large) 120/80 

Cucumbers (unaO) 240 / 140 ' 

Eggplant 250/150 

Kp 300/200 

OmHc 700/500 

Grapes 600/500 

Guava 700/600 

\ftoon 320/220 

ManwOtage) 200/150- 

Marrow (snmfl) 400/ 300 

Muhtkhia 130/80 

5*" 820/700, 

G«W>n(dry) 250/ 180 

Orange 440G40 

Us**** — 100QBQ0 

Pepper (boO 220/150 

«Ppe*-(**«») 200/100 

Pomegranate 300/200 

£“*» 240/140- 

String Beans — 620/500 

Sweet Melon 360/260 

Tomato 100/50 

Water Melon 130/80 . 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Tbesday meets Harold Ridunan, the director of Chapin Hall 
Centre for Children at the University of Chicago, and several national specialists in 
child development to discuss areas of future cooperation between the Chapin Centre 
.and Jordan in the area of child welfare (photo by Crystal) 

Queen discusses potential cooperation 
with American child welfare specialists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day met Harold Rickman, 
the director of Chapin Hall 
Centre for Children at the 
University of Chicago, and 
several national specialists 
in child development to dis- 
cuss areas of future coopera- 
tion between the Chapin 
Centre and Jordan in the 
area of child welfare, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

■ The Chapin Centre, which 
was established nine years 
ago, is an independent cen- 
tre for the research and 
development of policies and 
}pro grammes affecting chil- 
es activities focus on mon- 
itoring the conditions of 
children,' assessifijf 1 and 


comprehensive approach 
that would address the vari- 
ous needs of children as well 
as promoting co mmunit y 
responsibility and involve- 
ment in child-related activi- 
ties. 

Queen Noor, who is the 
Chairperson of the National 
Task Force for Children 
(NTFC), emphasised the 
importance of the exchange 
of experiences especially at 
this time when the mandate 
and objectives of the NTFC 
are being developed, the 
statement said. 

The NTFC, which was 
established by Royal Decree 
last August, will mainly be 
responsible for monitoring 
the implementation ofrthe 
Co nventi on on the Rights^uf 


improving.’ existing - child Children and the National 
Cptfipn Tservices programmes, ^ Tlan of Action SS well as 
3vi.fc.itL integrating data to develop a keeping Jordanian children's 


needs and issues a national 
priority. 

Attending the meeting 
with Queen Noor were 
Advisor to the Queen In'am 
Mufti, United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) Act- 
ing Area Officer Sima 
Bahous, UNICEF Pro- 
gramme Officer Ayman 
Abulaban, Chairman of the 
A dminis trative Committee 
of the National Association 
for the Education and Teach- 
ing of Children Mohammed 
Hassan, early childhood 
education consultant with 
the Arab Gulf Fund for Unit- 
ed Nations Development 
Agencies (AGfUNEO Hdte 
Han mod * tmcf "coutseEfinJ 
aix) "psycfrologicai services 
consultant Zuheir Zakaria, 
the statement said.. 


Visiting official says Canada 
to participate in MENA 


AMMAN (Petra) — Canada 
Will take active part in ike 
Middle East and North 
Africa conference due here 
next month and it mil be 
represented by a high level 
delegation grouping the pri- 
vate and the public sectors, 
ahcotding to a senior Cana- 
dian official visiting Jordan . 

.Claude De La Verdure, 
assistant deputy minister 
responsible for the Middle 
East and North Africa desk 
at the Canadian Ministry of 
International Trade ma<te the 
statement Tuesday during a 
meeting with Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul 


Ragheb. 

Preparations for the 
MENA conference and its 
importance to the Middle 
East peace process and its 
positive effect on the peo- 
ples of the region were 
reviewed at the meeting. 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed ways to further bol- 
ster bilateral relations in 
economic and trade fields 
and to promote the role of 
the private sector in achiev- 
ing this objective. 

The two ministers agreed 
on working out a pro- 
gramme for maintainin g 
contacts between Jordan and 


Canada that would provide 
for official and private sec- 
tor meetings to stimulate 
trade exchanges and invest- 
ments . 

Meanwhile it was 
announced also Tuesday that 
a German economic delega- 
tion is due in Amman from 
the West Bank on Wednes- 
day to take part in a seminar 
on investments scheduled to 
open on Thursday at the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. 

The meetings are seen as 
part of the on-going prepara- 
tions for the MENA confer- 
ence. 


Chilean folklore dance troupe to perform 
in joint anniversary celebrations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Chile this week join in 
celebrating the 10th anniver- 
sary of Noor AJ Hussein 
(NHF) ■ foundation and the 
185 th anniversary of 
Cjrilean independence by 
presenting the Folklore Bal- 
Troupe of Chile 
T3AFOCHT in two perfor- 
mances at A1 Hussein Ben 
Talal Auditorium of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, an NHF 
statement said Tuesday. 

Under the patronage of 
Hfir Majesty Queen Noor, 


the troupe will perform folk- 
lore and modem dance as 
well as ballet Thursday and 
Friday nights at 8:30 pm. at 
AJ Hassan Ben Talal Audito- 
rium of the University of 
Jordan, the statement said. 

These performances are 
organised by the Theatre-in- 
Education Programme of the 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with the 
Embassy of Chile in Amman 
and the Ministry of Culture. 
They are being sponsored by 
Tycbe Hotel, according to 


the statement 

The statement said the 
troupe will also conduct a 
workshop on modem, folk- 
lore and ballet dance on Fri- 
day, Sept 15, at ll:00'a.m. 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

The National Jordanian 
Folklore Troupe of the Min- 
istry of Culture, the Balia 
Group of the Haya Cultural 
Centre and the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre's Group will 
participate in this workshop, 
the statement said. 
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; FILM 

’TEte Pink Panther," at the British Council 

3t 7:00 pm 

^ - POETRY RECITAL 

V*y Mahmoud Fdail Tal at the Phoenix 
] GaBer y of Culture and Art at 7:00 pm 


DARAT al FUNUN 
SUMMER '95 ACTIVITIES 

- Matisse, - at Darat Al Funun at 5:00 
P-nu 
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EXHIBITIONS 


* Graphic work by several artists and stu- 
dents in the South Gallery. 

* Photography of Jordan, Elements in Har- 
mony' by Hala Hflmi Hodeib at the Blue 
House. 

* Painted stone and steel; 'Embargo Arf by 
Iraqi artist Nuha Al Radi at the Garden of 
the Blue House. 

* Early Morning Scribbles' by Lebanese 
artist Amin Al Bacha and Jordanian artist 
Rajwa Bint Ali and Tate Night Scribbles' 
by Amin Al Bacha and Joranian artist Ali 


Teenager arrested for 
involuntary manslaughter 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police appre- 
hended a 17-year-old man 
Monday in connection with 
the death of an 18-year-old 
man in a road accident in 
Tafileh, according to police 
reports. 

The report said that 
Tai wan Mohammad Salem, 
who was driving a trailer in 
Tafileh, lost control of his 
vehicle and started zigzag- 
ging . 

Approaching the trailer in 
the opposite direction was a 
tractor being driven by 
Suleiman Mahmoud, 26. . 

__ Hanging on and riding on 
the side of the tractor was — 
Younes Abdullah, the 
report said. 

When the tractor driver 
swerved to the right shoul- 
der of the road to avoid the 
oncoming trailer, the report 
said. Me. Abdullah lost his 
balance, fell and was run 
over by the tractor. He was 
killed instantly, police said. 

— Mfr-Mahmoud _was._dri- 

ving without a tractor dri- 
ver's licence, it said 

Although police said both 
drivers were at fault and 
were guilty of driving with- 
out licences, they arrested 
Zaidan Salem for involun- 
tary manslaughter and reck- 
less driving. 

Teenager dies in 
road accident 

Meanwhile, in another 
road accident Monday, a 
14-year-old boy was killed 
after being struck by a vehi- 
cle on the University of Jor- 
dan Highway, police 


reports said 

Muhanad Gharib was 
attempting to cross the 
street when he was struck 
by a vehicle driven by 
Mohammad Yousef. 

The teenager was rushed 
to Jordan University Hospi- 
tal by Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) rescue 
units but was declared dead 
on arrival. 

Monday's accident brings 
this, week's road accident 
death toll to four. Three of 
the four victims were chil- 
dren who were run over by 
vehicles. 

" Child electrocuted 

Also (Xi Monday in the 
Nazzal suburb of Amman, a 
two-year-old child was 
killed by electrocution, 
police reports said 

The child, identified as 
Wisam Ahmad Abdullah, 
was in the kitchen playing 
"near a “-washing- marhme 
when she was electrocuted, 
police officiate said, with- 
out giving further details. 

The toddler's mother, was 
in another room when the 
accident occurred, beard 
her child scree ming and 
rushed to the kitchen, the 
reports said Wisam was 
lying on the kitchen floor, it 
said 

An official at Bashir Hos- 
pital where the victim was 
taken told the Jordan Times 
that Wisam was dead on 

arrival. 


Judges withdraw resignations, 
await government pledges 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 23 
judges from tbe Supreme 
Court and the Court of Cas- 
sation who had earlier sub- 
mitted their resignations’ 
have decided to repeal then- 
action following pledges by 
the government to meet their 
deman ds and improve their 
working conditions. 

Informed sources at tbe 
Ministry of Justice said tbe 
judges met Monday evening 
and passed a collective mea- 
sure to withdraw their resig- 


nations. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker last Saturday 
told a group of judges led by 
Khleif Suheimat that the 
government has accepted 
their demands which includ- 
ed: 

— measures to enhance 
the independence of tbe 
judiciary, 

— amendments to legisla- 

tion related to judiciary 
work, , # 

— and reform of laws in a 


manner that would ensure a 
comprehensive health insur- 
ance system. 

The judges sent Minister 
of Justice Hisham Tel a let- 
ter announcing their inten- 
tion to withdraw tbe resigna- 
tions which was to have 
taken effect as of Oct 1. 

All 23 judges have more 
than 25 years of service with 
the judiciary and have a 
legal prerogative to opt for 
retirement 


FAO report says Jordanian women 
still earn less than men 


By Tima Dajani 

Special to the Jordan 
Tunes 

AMMAN — Women 
labourers in Jordan work up 
to 15 hours a day and yet 
earn less than men. This 
was oik of the findings of a 
report recently released by 
the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO) on women in agricul- 
ture in the Near East 
While women in agricul- 
ture are primarily in charge 
of livestock, traditional 
restrictions on female 
absence from the home dic- 
tate that men rake animals to 
markets to be sold, enabling 
them to reap tbe economic 
benefits, the report said. 

The report also stated that 
while many women in the 
region were economically 
active in agriculture, they 
were not able to access cred- 
it and land easily because 
Tending institutions view 
women as high credit risks 


as they do not usually own 
land.” 

According to the report, 
this is a great disadvantage 
because of the increase of 
female-headed households 
as a result of male migration 
from tbe country to the 
cities. 

Although "information on 
land ownership is very 
scarce in the region," Jor- 
danian women seen to be 
better off than others in the 
area because female land 
ownership is higher than in 
the other countries with 
women owning 28.6% of the 
land as opposed to 0.4% in 
Oman and 4.9% in tbe Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the report said.* 

Labour-saving technology 
has improved the situation 
of women in the region both 
in the fields and in the home 
by freeing them from 
tedious and time-consuming 
tasks in agriculture that have 
since been mechanised, as 
well as by the installation of 


electricity, running water 
and sewage disposal sys- 
tems, according to the 
report. 

Higher education in agri- 
culture is on the rise for 
women in the region, but 
this will not bring about a 
long-term economic change 
until there are sufficient 
institutions and mephanisme 
at all levels to guarantee tbe 
economic advancement of 
women in the Near East 
region, the report said. 

In # Jordan, however, 
women occupy 1.5% of pol- 
icy-making positions in the - 
Ministry of Agriculture, and 
comprise 21.4% of employ- 
ees in agricultural organisa- 
tions, while tbe country has 
two non-govemmental 
organisations which aid 
small income-generating 
projects. 

Larger projects include 
training women in sheep 
husbandry, milk and cheese 
production and processing, 
and home gardening. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

, JORDAN Mb6ltlB'T^U^P»4&NE r SER^lCEd fJMTSflS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
if WILL COMMENCE THE DISTRIBUTION OF SIM CARDS, 

REQUIRED FOR THE ACTIVATION OF THE GSM CELLULAR SERVICE, 

FOR PRE-REGISTERED CUSTOMERS AT 

THE CROWN HOTEL IN AMMAN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9 AM AND 6 PM 

ON THE DATES THAT APPEAR HEREUNDER AND ACCORDING 
TO PRE-REGISTRATION VOUCHER NUMBERS 


Customer Voucher Number 

Date Of Attendance 

1 

TO 

200 

16/9/95- 

201 

TO 

400 

17/9/95 

401 

TO 

600 

18/9/95 

601 

TO 

800 

19/9/95 

801 

TO 

1100 

20/9/95 

1101 

TO 

1400 

21/9/95 

1401 

TO 

1700 

23/9/95 

1701 

TO 

2100 

24/9/95 

2101 

TO 

2500 

25/9/95 

2501 

TO 

2900 

26/9/95 

2901 

TO 

3400 

27/9/95 

3401 

TO 

3900 

28/9/95 

3901 

TO 

4400 

30/9/95 

4401 

TO 

4900 

1/10/95 

4901 

TO 

5400 

2/10/95 

5401 

TO 

5900 

3/10/95 

5901 

TO 

6400 

4/10/95 

6401 

TO 

6900 

5/10/95 

6901 

TO 

7400 

7/10/95 

7401 

TO 

7900 

8/10/95 



- Mobile handset if available. If not available , Motorola GSM cellular phones will be 
for sale on location. 

- Pre-registration receipt voucher. 

- Personal identification. 

- A copy of the company’s registration license 
(if lines are registered in company name). 

- A letter of authorization from company. 

- The following amounts: 

- JD 21 first monthly fee . 

- JD 70 connection fee . 

- JD 150 deposit for access to international dialing . 

PLEASE ADHERE TO THE ABOVE SET TIMES AND DATES. SHOULD YOU BE UNABLE 
TO COME IN PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT OUR CUSTOMER CARE CENTER ON 
TELEPHONE 863750 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Fuil information has been sent by mail to all subscribers. 



Fasttink 


JordatMobBe Telephone Services 


A range of Motorola GSM cellular phones will be offered for sale on location 


— 
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Sri Lankan military launches 
imited operation against rebels 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — Army soldiers, 
backed by warplanes, 
pushed forward Tuesday in 
what the military called a 
"limited operation” in the 
Tamil rebel-held areas in the 
northern Jaffna peninsula. 

About 3,000 troops 
advanced several hundred 
metres near Vasavilan town 
to enlarge the area con- 
trolled by the Palali military 
complex. They met with no 
resistance. 

"There have been no 
reports of casualties yet on 
either side,” said Major T. 
Dunuwille. a military 
spokesman in CoIombo.The 
operation is 310 kilometres 
north of Colombo, the Sri 
Lank an capital. 

The operation is meant to 
increase the distance 
between guerrilla positions 
and an airfield in the com- 
plex. The rebels last week 
shelled the runway, killing a 
soldier and a policeman. 

Meanwhile, the rebels 
overran a small military post 
in the northeast early Tues- 
day, killing four soldiers, he 
said. 

The guerrillas fired guns 
and burled grenades in the 
attack at the post in Arisi- 
malai village in the Trinco- 
malee district, said Maj. 
Dunuwille. Tbe post 
manned by only four sol- 
diers, had been set up to pro- 
tect the village from guerril- 
la attacks. 

Reinforcements have been 


rushed to the site from 
neighbouring military bases, 
but tbe rebels have with- 
drawn, taking with them the 
soldiers’ weapons. 

The attack took place 250 
kilometres northeast of 
Colombo. 

The guerrillas have esca- 
lated attacks in tbe northeast 
to prevent tbe military from 
reinforcing troops in the 
Jaffna peninsula for an 
expected offensive against 
them. 

In a broadcast on their 
clandestine radio Tuesday, 
the rebels warned that thou- 
sands of government troops 
had been transferred from 
Colombo and the east to tbe 
peninsula, and said the 
offensive is likely to begin 
in tbe last week of Septem- 
ber, or early October. 

lire rebels have been 
fighting for a homeland in 
tbe north and east for minor- 
ity Tamils since 1983, accus- 
ing majority Sinhalese of 
discrimination in education 
and jobs. The Sinhalese con- 
trol the government and tbe 
military. More than 36,000 
people have been killed. 

Sri lanka’s armed forces 
have acquired sonar and 
anti-missile equipment to 
deter mounting threats from 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels at sea 
and in the air ahead of a 
major army offensive, mili- 
tary officials and analysts 
said Tuesday. 

They said tbe armed forces 


were expected to take deliv- 
ery soon -of more gunboats 
from China, patrol boats 
from Israel and helicopters 
from Russia. 

Tbe army wants to buy 
more armoured vehicles and 
artillery to strengthen its 
campaign against the Tiger 
stronghold on the Jaffna 
peninsula. 

“The military has lost sev- 
eral aircraft and boats as 
they were caught off-guard 
by the acquisition of SAMs 
(surface-to-air missiles) and 
the use of underwater tactics 
by the Tigers,” a defence 
analyst told Reuters. 

The Tigers have their own 
makeshift navy, mobile 
radars, suicide squads and 
even microligbt aircraft 
They are also suspected to 
have acquired a small sub- 
marine. 

Defence analysts say the 
rebels are targetting the mil- 
itary's air and sea supply 
lines to try to stall a looming 
offensive, expected before 
the October monsoon. 

Sonar equipment bought 
by island's tiny navy helped 
avert a potentially disastrous 
underwater suicide attack by 
Tigers on a northern naval 
base Sunday, military offi- 
cials said. 

Navy sentries used 
grenades as depth charges to 
kill four rebel divers, includ- 
ing two women, at the 
Kankesanturai Navy Base, 
after they had been spotted 
on sonar, navy officials said. 


The navy has lost two gun- 
boats and one command and 
supply vessel in underwater 
suicide attacks since the 
Tigers broke off a truce in 
April and resumed their 12- 
year war. 

“Sri Lanka needs to build 
up its navy as it is an island 
nation and the Tigers get 
theu- arms from overseas,” 
the defence analyst said. Sri 
lanka spends more than 
$600 million on defence 
annually. 

The rebels bave also 
downed two of tbe air 
force’s Avro transport air- 
craft and one of its four 
Pucara ground attack aircraft 
with anti-aircraft missiles, 
the first use of such weapons 
in the conflict. 

Sri Lanka’s militar y has 
begun taking delivery of 
some of the weapons 
ordered after the rebels 
broke the ce as fire. The air 
force bought three AN-32 
transport planes, equipped 
with anti-missile devices, 
from Ukraine in July and 
warns to buy three more, 
military officials said. It also 
wants to buy a squadron of 
MI- 17 helicopters. 

‘The army has gone for 
heliborne operations so we 
need more helicopters.” a 
senior military officer said. 
“And we need guns hips to 
support them.” 


Taiwan candidate favours direct links with China 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
presidential candidate Lin 
Yang-Kang said Tuesday 
this Nationalist island must 
develop direct links with 
China and shelve efforts to 
rejoin tbe United Nations to 
ease .tensions between tbe 
rivals. " 

In an interview with the 
mass-circulation ~ ' China 

Times, "Mr. Lin. from the rul- 
ing Kuomintang (KMT), 
also said promoting inde- 
pendence would “only hurt 
and destroy Taiwan.” 


“Some people call me a 
'traitor’ for supporting 
reunification... but as an 
eighth generation mainland 
immigrant, I love this place 
in a different way from those 
favouring independence,” 
Mr. Lin told the paper 
“No one has the right to 
gamble on tbe future of the 
2l million people here,” he 
said in reference to Taiwan 
independence advocators. 

China and Taiwan were 
separated in 1949 at the end 
of a civil war. Beijing has 


considered the island its 
renegade province since it 
drove the Nationalist forces 
here and vowed to invade 
Taiwan if it tries to go inde- 
pendent. 

Taipei’s recent diplomatic 
moves . seeking a greater 
international profile and.. a 
ivate visit to the United 
tales in June by President 
Lee Teng-Hui had enraged 
Beijing. 

To serve as a warning, the 
Chinese People’s liberation 
Army staged two missile 


St2 


exercises off Taiwan's 
northern coast since late 
July. 

Tbe charismatic 68-year- 
old Lin has mounted a chal- 
lenge to Lee, 72, who is 
seeking a second term in 
office as a KMT nominee. ' 

. Mr. Lin will .run without 
party support in Taiwan’s 
first direct presidential elec- 
tions scheduled in March. 
Chen Li-An, bead of the 
powerful supervisory body, 
the Control Yuan, is also a 
candidate. 


Mexico, Zapatistas reach 'first step' accord 


SAN ANDRES LARRAIN- 
ZAR, Mexico (AFP) — 
Mexico’s government and 
Zapatista rebels reached a 
breakthrough accord Mon- 
day that reduces tbe threat of 
resumed fighting and paves 
the way for a negotiated 
peace. 

After nearly five months 
of erratic and often bitter 
talks, both sides agreed on 
an agenda for comprehen- 
sive negotiations including 
die grievances behind the 
ethnic Maya-b3sed Zapatista 
National Liberation Army’s 
(ELZN) Jan. 1. 1994 upris- 
ing in southern Chiapas 
state. 

“It is a historic moment,” 
said Samuel Ruiz, the bish- 
op of San Cristobal and 
mediator of the talks, in 
announcing the agreement 
that capped seven days of 
intease negotiations, the lat- 
est round here. 

The sides will begin dis- 
cussions next month on the 
social and political problems 
Zapatista rebels cited as rea- 
sons for the surprise armed 
rebellion led by tbe enigmat- 
ic Subcomandante Marcos. 

“Tbe progress made in this 
encounter is only a first 
step.” indigenous comman- 


der and chief negotiator, 
David, told reporters after 
emerging from a makeshift 
conference room pieced 
together from plastic sheet- 
ing on a basketball court 

“Our people are continu- 
ing to suffer injustice, 
hunger, sickness. There is no 
reason to have a party. There 
still is no real solution to tbe 
demands of our people,” be 
said. 

Jorge Del Valle, a member 
of the government negotiat- 
ing team, told reporters the 
outcome “is a good technical 
draw: they and we got satis- 
factory results.” 

That is because eacb side 
got at least something it real- 
ly wanted: for the rebels, 
procedural rules for future 
negotiations; and for the 
government, setting up a 
mechanism in which root 
problems of the unrest could 
be addressed. 

While the government 
appeared to give a little by 
agreeing to an EZLN 
demand for negotiations on 
nationwide political reform, 
it said those negotiations 
would not lead to binding 
accords but rather to sugges- 
tions to be sent to Congress. 

The EZLN bad insisted 


that any final peace agree- 
ment include national 
themes, such as justice and 
democracy, an idea Presi- 
dent Ernesto Zedillo's gov- 
ernment has opposed. Mr. 

* Zedillo, however, has pro- 
posed for the first time an 
indigenous bill of rights. 

In tbe first round of talks, 
set to begin on Ocl 1 in San 
Andres Lanainzar, four 
working groups will discuss 
indigenous groups' rights 
and culture. 

The “pure” indigenous 
issue, a sometimes sensitive 
racial question in a country 
that takes pride in tbe fact 
the majority of the popula- 
tion is of mixed indigenous 
and European heritage, long 
has been left on the back 
burner. 

The government classifies 
1 2 million of Mexico’s more 
than 85 million people as 
belonging to the countzy’s 
56 recognised indigenous 
groups, who are statistically 
more likely than most Mexi- 
cans to live in abject pover- 
ty 

One half of the 12 million 
indigenous speak native lan- 
guages only, though many 
more speak Spanish as a sec- 
ond language, according to 


official figures. 

Analysts have said the 
government’s attitude 
toward indigenous groups 
traditionally has been to wait 
and hope for them to move 
into the national main- 
stream. There is no official 
bilingualism policy, and all 
official and government 
business is conducted in 
Spanish. 

Working groups were to 
meet again Oct. 17. One was* 
to tackle a range of indige- 
nous community issues*, 
rights, guarantees of justice, 
participation and representa- 
tion, and indigenous 
women’s situation, rights 
and culture. 

Three other groups will 
address respectively: wel- 
fare and development 
democracy and justice; and 
women's rights in Chiapas. 

Gustavo Iruegas, a mem- 
ber of the government side, 
said negotiations on disar- 
mament would be handled at 
the end of the talks process. 

Tbe EZLN flexed its polit- 
ical muscle last week in a 
private referendum that 
showed more than one mil- 
lion respondents would 
favour its transformation* 
into a political party. 


Simpson defence promises mystery witness 


-OS ANGELES (R) —The 
udge in tbe OJ. Simpson 
nurder trial has ruled that a 
cey prosecution witness, 
ietective Mark Fubrman, 
:ould not be forced to give 
iirther testimony. 

But Judge Lance Ito grant- 
ed the football legend’s 
iefence team permission to 
ippeal his decision to the 
Zaiifomia state Court of 
appeals. 

Simpson has pleaded not 
piilry to the June 12, 1994, 
minders of his ex-wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
ter friend Ronald Goldman. 

Simpson’s lawyers bave 
minted Mr. Fuhrman, who 
las refused to testify further, 
is a rogue, racist cop who 
Mamed a bloody glove on 


Simpson’s estate to frame 
the black sports hero. 

In a day of fast-moving 
developments. attorney 
Johnnie Cochran said the 
defence was not in a position 
to rest and told the judge be 
bad a mystery witness who 
would contradict portions of 
Mr. Fuhrman's testimony, 

‘There is a critical witness 
in this case who shall remain 
nameless ,” Mr. Cochran 
said. “We may want to call 
him (Fubrman) back for fur- 
ther impeachment” he 
added, without giving any 
further details on his mys- 
tery witness or the testimony 
he would give. 

After a morning session 
without the jury present. 
Judge Ito brought the panel 


into court and told them that 
because of tbe “unusual and 
unique legal issues. I am not 
going to require the defence 
at this time to rest” 

Over the objections of lead 
prosecutor Marcia Clark, 
Judge Ito ordered the prose- 
cution to begin its rebuttal 
pbase. 

Ms. Clark responded by 
bringing on a string of wit- 
nesses who testified to pho- 
tographing Simpson at work 
as a sideline commentator 
on National Football League 
games wearing gloves 
which looked the same as 
those used in the slayings of 
Nicole Simpson and Ronald 
Goldman. 

Earlier, in response to a 
defence motion. Judge Ito 


said he would not strike Mr. 
Fuhrman’s testimony of how 
he found a bloody glove on 
Simpson’s estate the morn- 
ing after the football leg- 
end’s ex-wife and her friend 
were murdered. He also 
turned down a defence 
request that the jury be 
instructed to forget the glove 
had ever been found. 

Simpson's defence . also 
lost its fight to have the jury 
bear more recordings taped 
before the murders in which 
Mr. Fuhrman frequently 
pses the racial epithet “nig- 
ger” and boasts about planti- 
ng and manufacturing evi- 
dence. 

Mr. Fuhrman had testified 
that he had not used tbe 
racial slur in the last 10 
years. 



The disc-shaped Wake Shield satellite is suspended from the space shuttle’s robot arm 
in preparation for release (AFP photo) 

Shuttle crew monitors film-growing satellite 


SPACE CENTRE, Houston 
(AP) — The crew of space 
shuttle Endeavour kept 
watch over a free-flying 
electronics research satellite 
Tuesday as the dish-shaped 
craft made super-thin semi- 
conductor film. 

Astronauts overcame 
shaky data communications 
between the $25 million 
Wake Shield facility and 
ground controllers Monday 
to set the satellite free from 
the shuttle. They’ll pick the 
craft back up Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, crew mem- 
bers monitored the Wake 
Shield, flying some 60 kilo- 
metres behind the shuttle, in 
case communications break 
up again and ground con- 


trollers need fee astronauts 
to send remote commands. 
The communication link 
appeared solid early today. 

The 4-metre dish, 
designed at fee University of 
Houston, is expected to cre- 
ate an ultra-pure vacuum in 
its wake as it plows through 
atomic particles in space. 

Physicists are attempting 
to grow seven wafers of 
semiconductor film on fee 
track side of tbe satellite. 
Each wafer, grown atom-by- 
atom over op to eight hours, 
should be about 8 centime- 
tres wide and one- 100th fee 
thickness of a human hair 

Because of tbe expected 
pristine conditions in the 
Wake, fee semiconductor 


mar^rial should be purer 
than any produced on eazth. 
Such film could eventually 
lead to speedier computers. 

By the morning, the Wake 
Shield bad produced two 
semiconductor films and 
was working on a third. 

Because tbe satellite 
release came nearly two. 
hours late Monday, the bak- 
ing time for the first wafer 
was reduced. leaving it thin- 
ner than planned. The sec- 
ond film was stunted, too, 
because of a satellite beater 
feat shot off earlier than 
expected, NASA said 

The shuttle and its crew of 
five are doe back in Florida 
next Monday. 


Russian spacemen return to Earth 


MOSCOW (R) — Two 
Russian cosmonauts 
returned to Earth Monday 
after more than two months 
aboard tbe orbitingMir 
space station, a mission con- 
trol spokesman said 
A Soyuz spacecraft carry- 
ing Anatoly Solovyov and 
Nikolai Budarin touched 
down safely in Kazakhstan. 
■ 107 kilometres north-east of 
the town of Arkalyk at ICL52 
am (0652 GMT), 


spokesman Gumar 

Gibadullin said by tele- 
phone. 

“Both cosmonauts are in 
good health after landing in 
the Soyuz capsule,” Ml 
Gibadullin said 
Solovyov and Budarin had 
been on board the Mir since 
June 29 when they went up 
ap part of a U.S.-Russian 
joint 'space venture bn the 
U.S. shuffle Atlantis.’ ;J "‘* ’■ 
Solovyov and Budarin 


were joined on board fee 
Mir on Sept. 5 by a three-, 
man crew, including a Ger- 
man cosmonaut which will 
stay in space for more than 
four months. 

The new crew is made up 
of Yuri Gidzenko, Sergei 
Avdeyev and German 
Thomas Reiter, representing 
-.* fbe European Space Agency. 
They will dock wife a U.S. 
space shuttle inOctober. 


FSX jet fighter tested in Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — The con- 
troversial jet fighter jointly 
developed by fee United 
States and Japan underwent 
its first test run Tuesday. Tbe 
test of the plane’s ability to 
taxi on fee ground, was suc- 
cessful. officials said 
Tbe brakes and steering of 
the fighter, known as the 
FSX were tested at speeds 
of up to about 35 mpta (55 
kph) on an airport runway in 
Nagoya, 270 kilometres 
west of Tokyo, for about 20 
minutes, officials said 
Another similar test was to 
be conducted Wednesday, 
and fee date of the first test 
flight will be decided after 
more ground tests, said 


Hideo Ogata of Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries Ltd, fee 
plane’s main contractor. 

The prototype tested 
Wednesday was finished last 
December — two years later 
than o riginall y planned 

Japan had wanted to devel- 
op its own jet fighter, but 
after U.S. pressure agreed in 
tbe late 1980s to fee FSX 
project Tbe plane is based 
on the U.S. F-16 jet fighter 
with improvements using 
Japanese technology. 

Hie prototype was delayed 
after U.S. officials asked for 
assurances Japan would 
uphold its promise to share 
its technology, such as in 
new materials that make the 


plane lighter and harder to 
track by enemy radar. 

U.S. officials are also said 
to be concerned about assur- 
ing that U.S. companies will 
receive 40 per cent of the 
contracts for construction of 
fee jets, as agreed 

Washington and Tokyo 
have yet to sign a memoran- 
dum of understanding that 
would guarantee production 
of the jet, although the 
Defence Agency has 
requested a budget for at 
least 12 of them at a cost of 
about 12 billion yen ($120 
million) eacb. 

Construction would start 
as early as next April. 


NATO to present study on expansion 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO is forging ahead wife 
plans to expand further east 
and will invite comments on 
its strategy when it publish- 
es a report by fee end of tbe 
month, NATO Secretary- 
General Willy Claes said 

“The first document which 
tries to bring a response to 
fee ‘why’ and ‘how’ of tbe 
alliance’s expansion will be 
on a NATO Council agenda 
on Sept 20” he told a news 
conference here. 

“By fee end of the month, 
our partners, including Rus- 
sia. will be invited to Brus- 
sels to look at the conclu- 
sions of that study,” Mr. 
Claes added 

However the North 
Adantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) would continue to 
press ahead as planned to 


include former Warsaw Pact 
countries if they wished, he 
said 

“All partners will have tbe 
right to ask for bilateral 
meetings, in Brussels or 
their own capitals, to which 
we are ready to respond pos- 
itively,” be added, saying the 
results of those talks would 
be given to a meeting of 
NATO foreign ministers in 
early December. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, who had previously 
called NATO’s plans a threat 
to its own security, went 
even further Friday and said 
they - “could provoke a war.” 

Bulgarian President Zbe- 
lyu Zhelev however rejected 
Mr. Yeltsin's statement and 
said Bulgaria would decide 
for itself how to settle issues 
relating to its own security. 


The expansion eastward is 
largely under the aegis of 
NATO’s Partnership for 
Peace programme, designed 
to set up ties wife mainly 
former Warsaw Pact states 
but not guaranteeing any 
security. 

Ukraine, one of -fee first 
nations to approve fee pro- 
gramme, will become tbe 
15th to agree an individual 
military cooperation accord 
with it when Ukrainian For- 
eign Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko signs a deal 
Thursday, NATO sources 
said. 

Ukraine has been stepping 
up joint military manoeu- 
vres wife NATO and Central 
and East European countries 
over the past yean 


Cuba refuses to change course 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Cuban Vice President Carios 
Lage has said that tbe island 
will not sway from its Com- 
munist path despite looming 
U.S. pressures to tighten the 
embargo and scare off for- 
eign investors. 

Ml Lage, on a two-day 
official visit to Mexico, said 
Republican U.S. Senator 
Jesse Helms’s effort to win 
U.S. congressional approval 
of a bill aimed at discourag- 
ing investment in Cuba 
would not cause Havana to 


change policy. 

“Even if fee law is passed 
(in the United States)- We 
are not going to abandon our 
path,” Ml Lage told a news 
conference after meeting 
Mexico’s President Ernesto 
Zedillo. 

Mr. Lage added feat be 
was aware fee bill did not 
have 100 per cent support in 
tbe United States. 

The bill would tighten 
U.S. sanctions on Cuba, 
deny U.S. visas to foreign 
citizens working for foreign 


companies doing business 
with the island state and 
make possible lawsuits 
against foreign companies 
using U.S. property in Cuba 
confiscated in fee 1959 rev- 
olution. 

Mr. Lage, widely seen as 
fee architect of Cuba’s open- 
ing to foreign investment 
since 1990, said that, despite 
Sen. Helms’ bid to tighten 
fee embargo. U.S. invest- 
ments were welcome in 
Cuba. 


Diana to watch 
Pavarotti iead 
benefit concert 

ROME (AFP) — Opera star ■; 
Luciano Pavarotti will lead •; 
an all-star fund-raising ben- 
efit for the children of 
Bosnia at a concert in Mod- 
eoa, northern Italy, which .> 
will also feature rock stars ..• 
and folk musicians. 
Pavarotti, one of the world’s :■ 
most famous tenors, will 
sing duos wife rock giants 
UZ Meat Loaf, fee Cranber- •; 
ries and Michael Bolton, as *: 
well as with Irish folk band •• 
the Chieftans.Tbe Princess 
of Wales will fly into Italy ; 
in fee afternoon on a private 
aircraft to be at the concert. . 

World War II 
bomber found 
“ in lake 

HAMAR, Norway (AFP) 

— A British bomber shot ") 
down over Norway just two ' ■ 
weeks before the end of 
World War II has been ' 
brought up from the bottom 
of an icy lake and will be * 
restored to original condi- 
tion, the NTB news agency 
reported The four-engined ‘ 
Handley Page Halifax was 
raised Sunday from fee 238 
metre 785 foot deep Lake 
Mjoesa at the end of a six- 
week operation. The cold 
water with, a low oxygen 
content meant the structure 
had deteriorated little even 
after 50 years, NTB said 
The salvaging of tbe 
bomber was funded by fee 
Canadian Halifax Aircraft 
Association, which has - 
more than 1,000 war veter- 
ans as members. It will be 
restored by volunteers who 
hope to see it completed by 
1999. The Halifax will be a 
memorial to the 10,000 
Canadian flyers who died in 
World War II, as well as tbe 
five members of the plane's 
crew, NTB quoted an offi- 
cial of the association as 
saying. 

Tibetan anti-fatigue 
herb to help 
Chinese divers 

BEIJING (R) — In the 1996 / 
Olympics, China’s divers 
may no longer suffer the 
effects of exhaustion caused 
by a tight schedule, thanks 
to obscure Tibetan herbs, 
according to a southern Chi- 
nese newspaper seen in Bei- . 
jing Tuesday.Chen Yiming, 
chief coach of China’s 
national diving team, is 
mixing up a fatigue-relief 
tonic wife extracts from ‘ 
Tibetan herbs. Guangzhou’s * 
Yangcheng Evening News 
reported Chen plans to test / 
his potion on divers in com- 
petition next May and to „.,* 
begin regular use at tbe ... 
1996 Olympic Games in 
Atlanta, it said As a diver- V 
turned-coach, Chen has 
been working on his own 
anti-fatigue formula for 30 
years in fee belief a swift 
recovery * from physical “ 
fatigue helps produce tbe I 
best performance. Chen vis- .1, 
ited the Tibetan capital 
Lhasa, in July and met tradi- 
tional Tibetan herbalists * 
who introduced him to 10 **’ 
herbs believed to have prop- ' 
erties to relieve exhaustion, * “ 
including four to rebuild * : ‘ 
body strength and others to 1 

ease mental strain. Chen 
reassured the newspaper 
that the herbs contained no 
form of stimulant A stream 
of Chinese athletes has test- 
ed positive for performance- > " 
enhancing drugs in interna- 
tional competition in recent 
years. 

Manila to invite 
Magic Johnson for 
.anti-AIDS pitch 

MANILA (AFP) — The - 
Philippines’ Health Depart- . - 
ment wants to invite retired 
U.S. basketball star Ervin 
“Magic” Johnson to Manil a 
next month to participate in 
fee government’s anti-AIDS 
campaign, a department 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

The former Los Angeles 
Lakers’ all-star guard amt 
U.S. “dream team” member 
retired from fee National 
Basketball Association after 
shocking the sporting world 
in 1991 wife an announce- 
ment feat he has fee AflDS- 
causing human immunode- 
ficiency virus (HTV). The r 
Health Department is con- 
ducting talks with Johnson's 
representatives and Health 
Secretary Hilarion Ramiro 
expects to make an 
announcement soon about 
the proposed Oct 26-28 : 

visit, said tbe agency’s 
spokesman, Anthony Roda. 
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U.S. calls for expansion of U.N. 
Security Council to 20 seats 


Jordan Times,September 13, 1995 
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JAKAKIA (AFP) — The 
0 a $. ambassador to the 
Uji, Madeleine Albright, 
called Monday for an expan- 
sion of the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) to 
twenty seats, with Japan and 
Germany as permanent 
members. 

“My government favours 
expanding the (Security) 
Council by as many as five 
to twenty” Mrs. 
Albright said in a speech to 
around 200 academics and 
officials here Monday. 

The U.N. Security Council 
conently has 15 members, 
five of which are permanent: 
die United States, Russia, 
China, the United Kingdom 
and Prance. 

“We believe that Germany 
£od Japan should become 
-•permanent members,” Mrs. 
Albright said, adding that 
oon-pennanent members 
should “succeed themselves 
as a way to allowing impor- 
tant regional powers such as 
Indonesia to serve on the 
council mote often.” 

Indonesia’s foreign minis- 
ter, AH Alatas, said here in 
Match that “Indonesia 
should not be overlooked” if 
or whim the decision was 
taken to expand the UNSC. 

Indonesia has been serving 
on the' UNSC as a non -per- 
manent member since 1994. 

Mrs. Albright arrived here 
Sunday from burma far a 
two-day official visit to dis- 
cuss matters which include 
ILN. peacekeeping efforts 
and East Timor with Presi- 


dent Suharto and other 
senior officials. 

In Rangoon, Burma, Mis. 
Albright said she told one of 
the rulers Friday that ‘"his 
country’s isolation would 
only deepen unless concrete 
steps toward political free- 
dom” are taken. 

Mrs. Albright said she 
urged the Burmese govern- 
ment ‘"to choose the path of 
true democracy rather than 
continued repression and 
dictatorial control.” 

Mrs. Albright was the 
hipest-ranking official to 
visit Burma since a 1988 
military coop. She said her 
two-day visit should not be 
interpreted as a wanning of 
relations but as an affirma- 
tion of American support for 
democracy in Burma. 

The United States has cool 
relations with the Burmese 
government, which it accus- 
es of abasing human rights 
and refusing to cede power 
to the National League for 
Democracy, the main oppo- 
sition party that won a land- 
slide victory in a 1990 gen- 
eral election. 

In an effort to ease its 
international ■ isolation, 
B urma released the 
League’s founder, Nobel 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, 
from six years of house 
arrest in Jnly. 

Foreign governments 
applauded the move, but 
have been slow to restore 
economic and poHtical ties. 

‘"They believe that releas- 
ing Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi 


was a big step,” Mrs. 
Albright said ‘"So I think 
they might have been a little 
bit surprised that I wasn’t a 
little tut friendlier.” 

Burma’s military govern- 
ment must choose "between 
its present isolation or rein- 
tegration into the interna- 
tional community,” Mrs. 
Albright said at a news con- 
ference before leaving 
Burma. 

She said the U.S. would 
only improve ties after- "fun- 
damental progress towards 
democracy and respect for 
basic human rights is 
achieved” 

She met Friday with Gen. 
Khin Nyunt, who heads 
Burma’s powerful Military 
Intelligence Service and is 
widely regarded as the most 
powerful member of the rul- 
ing military council. 

Mrs. Albright said she 
urged the government to 
begin a dialogue with Mrs. 
Suu Kyi and was "modestly 
encouraged” that the mili- 
tary might do so. 

She also met with Mrs. 
Suu Kyi for a typical 
Burmese breakfast of rice 
noodles and fish soup, and 
quoted her as saying ‘"the 
sooner die dialogue begins 
the better: ” 

Mrs. Albright’s visit is part 
of an official trip through 
East Asia that also includes 
the Philippines. She heads 
the U.S. delegation to the 
fourth U.N. World Confer- 
ence on Women in Beijing. 


Norway Labour weakened in local polls 


OSLO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Gro Harlem Brundtland’s 
pro-European Labour Party 
has suffered a setback in 
Norwegian local elections, 
according to a computer 
'projection by NRK Televi- 
sion. 

NRK, whose projection 
was based op. 447 o£>toe 629 
mnniripatiqes, said Labour 
won 31.6 per cent of the 
vote Monday,' tip 1.2 per 
cent from die 1991 local 
elections but down more 
than five per cent from the 
1993 general election. 

Analysts said the ruling 
party apparently lost ground 
to the small right-wing 
Progress Party, whose anti- 
immigrant platform came to 
dominate the election cam- 
paign. Labour leaders said 
they also suffered from the 
low turnout of about 60 per 
cent 

Mrs. Brundtland told NRK 
the result was not surprising 
since it followed the emo- 
tional referendum 10 
months ago when Norwe- 
gians snubbed her pro- 
Europe stance and rejected 
membership of the Euro- 


pean Union (EU). 

“When the immigrant 
issue gets a dominating role 
in the last week it obviously 
has an influence,” she 
added. 

The projections showed 
the Progress Party won 11.6 
per cent of the vote, an 
increase of 4.6 per cent on 
4991 and^np about five per- 
cent on 1993. 

It became die ‘fourth 
largest party at local level 
and was particularly suc- 
cessful in Oslo, home to a 
large proportion of Nor- 
way’s small number of 
immigrants. 

The sparsely populated 
Scandinavian state has one 
of the most homogeneous 
populations in Europe. Only 
50,000 immigrants, or 1.1 
per cent of the 43 million 
inhabitants, come from Asia, 
Africa and other non-Euro- 
pean ethnic areas. 

Progress Party leader Carl 
I. Hagen said his proposals 
for stricter immigration poli- 
cies had not been taken seri- 
ously by other parties, but 
added: “I hope we will now 
have a serious discussion on 


our objections ” 

His party has called for a 
stronger approach to law 
and order, less taxes and 
tougher policies against 
immigrants, which it fears 
are bringing organised crime 
and aids to Norway. 

The Progress Party 
. hijacked the election can? ; 
•paign after its spokesman on 
immigrant issues attended a 
meeting of racist fringe 
groups a week ago. 

Mr. Hagen scored points 
after refusing to expel the 
spokesman despite a storm 
of protests from the political 
establishment, which refuses 
any cooperation with his 
party. 

A concentration of Pak- 
istani, Vietnamese and other 
immigrants in eastern Oslo 
has caused concern among 
many citizens in a city cut 
off through history from for- 
eign influence because of 
leographical isolation. 

Radical parties usually do 
better in local elections than 
in national polls. The next 
general election is due in 
1997. 


Dalai Lama seeks China talks 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Dalai I^ma said Monday he 
was ready to resume talks 
with China on the future of 
his troubled Himalayan 
region of Tibet “any place, 
.wy time”, including in Bei- 
Jg. 

Appealing for U.S. help in 
his 45-year struggle for a 
measure of Tibetan autono- 
my from China, the Dalai 
Lama said he feared contin- 
ued Communist rule would 
snuff oat Tibet's unique 
form of Buddhism. Chinese 
troops occupied the land in 
1950. 

“Intentionally or uninten- 
tionally, some kind of cul- 
tural genocide has taken 
place,” he told a group of 
reporters at the start of a 
foree-day Washington visit 
thumg which he hopes to 
meet President Bill Clinton. 

The Dalai 1 j™, winner of 
foe 1989 Nobel Peace Prize. 
Kud he was seeking self-rule 
y 1 association” with Bei- 
jmg, which broke off sub- 
stantive talks with his repre- 
sentatives in 1984. 

Clad in crimson monk’s 
robes and referring to his 
homeland as the “Land of 
?now fie reiterated a will- 
JQpesg to discuss a deal that 
give Tibet something 
*hort of independence — in 
[foe with a condition for 
previously set by 

uow, representatives 
£ 5* Dalai Lama have 
^ . away from holding 
iaiK s m Beijing, where they 


fear China's government 
would have undue say in the 
logistics. Chinese embassy 
officials d3& not return calls 
seeking comment. 

The Dalai Lama. 60, said 
that enlisting Mr. Qinton’s 
help in getting the talks 
going was the top priority of 
his 10-day, four-city U.S. 
tour, which took him to 
Atlanta. Houston . and 
Boston before Washington. 

Summarising his request 
to Mr. Clinton, he said in 
sonorous, imperfect Eng- 
lish: “The urgentest thing is 
please influence or urge the 
Chinese government to start 
negotiations.” 

But the Dalai Lama — 
whose title means “Ocean of 
Wisdom" — said he was 
resigned to the possibility 
that Mr. Clinton may be 
reluctant to get involved 
personally for fear of anger- 
ing the Chinese at a sensitive 
time in U.S.-Chinese rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton met the Dalai 
Lama during his two visits 
to Washington in 1993 and 
1994, but has announced no 
plans to meet him again. 

China protested against 
those meetings. It accuses 
the Dalai Lama of storing 
anti-Chinese revolt. Beijing 
says Tibet has been part of 
China since the 13th centu- 
ry- 

Asked whether he would 
be offended if Mr. Clinton 
declined to meet him, the 
Dalai Lama shrugged his 
shoulders, laughed heartily 


and said: “No. Okay.” He 
added that he always sought 
to avoid embarrassing his 
hosts. 

Tire Dalai Lama, who has 
lived in exile in India since 
Chinese troops crushed a 
popular uprising in 1959, 
said be would like to make 
Tibet into a zone of peace. 

“Despite the present obsta- 
cles, I am optimistic ,” be 
said, adding be expected 
more progress from the next 
generation of Chinese lead- 
ers. 

U.S. Officials said they 
expected ’Wee President A1 
Gore to meet the Dalai 
Lama, with Ml Clinton pos- 
sibly dropping — a level of 
contact meant to minimise 
further str ains with China. 

U.S.-Chinese ties went 
into a tail spin in June when 
Ml Clinton granted a U.S. 
visitor's visa to Resident 
Lee teng-Hui of Taiwan, 
which China considers a 
rebel-held province. 

C hina recalled its envoy 
from Washington, stalled on 
accepting a new U.S. 
ambassador and cut off 
U.S.-Chinese military and 
political dialogues. 

The Dalai Lama urged Mr. 
Clinton to endorse, a move in 
Congress to appoint an indi- 
vidual to coordinate U.S. 
Tibet policy. 

“1 want someone who can 
exclusively and specifical- 
ly” liaise in setting up any 
fiiture negotiations, he said. 


Quebec 
sets date 
to vote on 
leaving 
Canada 

| QUEBEC CITY (R) — 
Quebec Premier Jacques 
^ Parizeau ended weeks of 
speculation and set Oct. 
30 as the date for a refer- 
endum on the future of 
Canada’s French-speak- 
ing province. 

Mr. Parizeau’s 

announcement in the 
provincial legislature 
formally launched the 
campaign on the separa- 
tion of Quebec from 
Canada. 

“Quebeckers will not 
vote on Oct 30 to elect 
representatives. They 
wfll not vote to choose a 
party or government, or a 
programme. They will 
decide the future of Que- 
bec, its political future, 
its place in the world,” 
Ml Parizeau told the 
j National Assembly. 

“We will prepare the 
decision (that is) the 
most natural, the most 
noble and the most 
important that a people 
can take — to become 
sovereign,” Ml Parizeau 
said. 

The date was no sur- 
prise as Ml Parizeau had 
strongly hinted last week 
that the referendum 
would be held on Ocl 
30. The province will 
vote on whether to 
become sovereign afer 
making an offer of an 
economic and political 
association with the rest 
of Canaria. 

In the last refemdum in 
1980, about 60 per cent 
of Quebeckers voted' 
against seeking sover- 
eignty-association with 
Canada. 

Canadian Prime .Mi nis- 
' ter Jean 1 Chretien warned 
Quebec "Monday that a 
vote for sovereignty 
would be a “one-way 
ticket to separation.” he 
confidently predicted 
that Quebec voters will 
reject a divorce from 
Canada. 

The referendum will be 
the second time in 15 
years that Quebec voters 
have been asked to 
endorse some form of 
independence from 
Canada. In 1980, they 
voted 60 per cent to 40 
per cent against a form of 
sovereignty. 

This time opinion polls 
show that most Quebec 
voters do not want a 
clean break from Canada 
but are more evenly 
divided when questioned 
on a form of sovereignty 
with political and eco- 
nomic ties to Canada. 

The latest public opin- 
ion poll showed that 
Quebec voters are virtu- 
ally evenly split on the 
question that will be 
asked in the referendum: 
“Do you agree that Que- 
bec should become sov- 
ereign, after having made 
a formal offer to Canada 
for a new economic and 
political partnership...?" 

In the poll published 
Saturday in the Globe 
And Mstil and Le Journal 
De Montreal newspa- 
pers, 503 per cent of 
respondents said they 
would vote yes, while 
49.8 per cent said they 
would vote no. The 
results factored in those 
wbo were undecided or 
refused to answer 
Jean-Marc Leger, pres- 
ident of Groupe Leger 
Leger, which conducted 
the poll, said Monday 
that the referendum race 
is a close one and could 
go either way. 

In his speech to Que- 
bec’s National Assembly, j 
Mr. Parizeau said that he 
will respect the decision 
of Quebec voters if they 
vote against sovereignty. 

His announcement 
began 35 hours of debate 
on the government’s 
draff legislation setting 
out a framework for sov- 
ereignty for the province. 

The debate, which will 
take place during an 18- 
day period, will be fol- 
lowed by the official ref- 
erendum campaign. 


Pentagon: Democracy, drugs 
are still challenges in Americas 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Workaday challenges of 
consolidating democracy 
and fighting drugs have 
replaced the cold war threats 
of subversion and guerrilla 
warfare in the Western 
hemisphere, the Pentagon 
said Monday in a new study. 

Cuba, which once domi- 
nated U.S. security concerns 
in the region, rated only 
passing mention in the 
report, “U.S. security strate- 
gy for the Americas,” which 
dismissed the Communist- 
ruled island as “weak and 
struggling to survive.” 

Remnants of the East-West 
conflict survive in the form 
of guerrilla groups in 
Colombia, Guatemala, Peru, 
and most recently Mexico. 

But the report does not 
argue for “any* specific U.S. 
policy response other than 
active support .for peaceful 
resolution.” 

At the same time, the last 
major U.S. military presence 
in the region and one of the 
most controversial — the 
8,500 troops of the U.S. 
Southern Command in 
Panama — is to be out by 
the year 2000 under the 
1977 Panama Canal treaty. 

Although Panama and the 
United States are consider- 
ing extending the stay of 
some troops, U.S. officials 
emphasise that the security 
of the P anama Canal is not 


an issue. 

“There are other ways to 
defend the canal than to 
keep troops in Panama,” 
said Joseph Nye, assistant 
secretary of defence for 
international security affairs, 
who presented the report, 
one of a series on U.S. 
strategic interests. 

The Southern Command is 
to move from Panama to 
Miami in 1998, but core mil- 
itary functions would be 
kept in Panama as close as 
possible to the Dec. 31, 
1999, treaty deadline, the 
report said. “Just 10 years 
ago, a tour d’horizon of the 
hemisphere would have 
given at best a mixed pic- 
ture,” the report said. “Now. 
just five years short of a new 
century and a new millem- 
um, there is much to under- 
pin hopes for coming years.” 

Other signs of the 
improved security situation 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: 

- Arms spending in the 
region has dropped by more 
than half, from 3.3 per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 1987 to 1.6 per 
cent in 1992; 

- terrorist incidents have 
decreased by 40 per cent to 
58 in 1994, and are now out- 
numbered by those in the 
Middle East or Western 
Europe; 

- all countries in the region 


except Cuba are moving 
toward democracy. 

At- the same time, the 
report argued that as the 
United States and other 
countries of the hemisphere 
become closer, the potential 
is greater that instability in 
the region will have a 
domestic impact in the Unit- 
ed Slates. 

It cited the surge in boat 
people from Haiti during 
years of political crisis there 
and repercussions resulting 
from the collapse of the 
Mexican peso in December 
1994 on international finan- 
cial markets. 

“Threats to stability in the 
region have not disappeared, 
although they have changed 
in ways that often make 
them harder to understand 
and confront,” the report 
said. 

Drug-trafficking affected 
virtually every major coun- 
try in the hemisphere, the 
report said. 

Peru, Colombia, and 
Bolivia produce virtually all 
the world’s coca leaf, and 
half the cocaine entering the 
United States crosses the 
border from Mexico. 

Moreover, the report said, 
“Colombia presents a major 
new heroin supply threat to 
the United States.” 

The U.S. military will con- 
tinue to play a supporting 
role, helping to interdict 


drug flights with four radar 
installations in the region 
and AWACS flights. 

Mr. Nye said, however, 
that the top U.S. priority was 
to support democratic 
norms, including civilian 
control of the military in the 
region. 

Military t rainin g pro- 
grammes, joint exercises, 
and exchanges were some 
concrete methods cited in 
the report for promoting 
related goals such as respect 
for hu man rights. 

Seven distinct border dis- 
putes also are potential 
flashpoints, according to the 
report which said efforts to 
promote peaceful conflict 
resolution should be another 
objective of U.S. strategy. 

“And in Cuba, where 
democracy does not yet 
exist the United States faces 
foe challenge of bow best to 
contribute to toe goal of the 
peaceful establishment of 
democratic governance for 
toe people of Cuba,” it said. 

.Although toe Cuban mili- 
tary threat is much reduced, 
Mr. Nye said questions 
remained about what will 
happen when • toe Castro 
regime goes. 

“Will that lead to chaotic 
circumstances or distur- 
bances? We’re not sure of 
how that will happen,” he 
said. 


New violence breaks out in Canada Indian standoffs 


GRAND BEND, Ontario 
(R) — Canadian Indians 
gathered from around the 
country to mourn a 38-year 
old native killed last week in 
a gunbattle with police while 
across the country three 
Indians were reported 
injured in another land dis- 
pute. 

Carloads of natives 
streamed. in from surround- 


ing reserves and from other 
Canadian provinces Monday 
to bury Anthony George on 
an Ontario army base occu- 
pied by the Indians. 

George died and two oth- 
ers were injured at Ipper- 
wash Provincial Park in a 
shootout with police last 
Wednesday over who has 
the right to toe valuable laud 
on Lake Huron, about 250 


kilometres southwest of 
Toronto. 

In the west coast province 
of British Columbia, an 
Indian leader said three pro- 
testers were injured in a gun 
battle with Canadian police 
Monday near Gustafsen 
Lake. 

The leader of the Indian 
protestors told police by 
phone that “three people 


were injured as a result of 
the gunbattle,” police 
spokesman Peter Montague 
told reporters in nearby 100 
Mile house, British Colum- 
bia. 

About 30 Indian protestors 
have set up an armed camp 
on part of a private ranch at 
Gustafsen Lake, about 450 
kilometres northeast of Van- 
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Stand-off has to be cleared 

THE STAND-OFF between the government 
and the Jordanian Bar Association on the 
conduct of their last elections in March 
promises to develop into a wider legal contest 
over the full implications of the 1988 decision 
to disengage, from the West Bank when the 
Higher Court of Justice hears both sides on 
the issue. The court is scheduled to resume 
hearings on the case on Sept. 26. Minister of 
Justice Hisham A1 Tel had contested the 
legality of the lawyers’ elections because 
some 150 members resident of the West Bank 
took part in the elections. The central issue is 
whether West Bank lawyers who are still 
members of the bar association can vote in 
their professional guild even though Jordan 
has severed all legal and a dminis trative 
relations with the West Bank. What the 
whole dispute boils down to is whether the 
affected lawyers are still Jordanians before 
the law or not. The government maintains 
that they are not and therefore can no longer 
take part in elections. 

While we are fully aware of the decision by 
the Higher Court that proclaimed that West 
Bankers were no longer eligible for five-year 
passports because they have presumably lost 
their citizenship rights, we believe the issue 
must nevertheless be reviewed further by the 
highest court of the land. What we find 
troubling is whether citizenship rights can be 
crossed out altogether and declared ended by 
the 1988 decision. It is one thing to cut off 
relations with the West Bank and quite 
another to declare null and void the 
citizenship of the people there. The law of the 
land has prescribed the manner of terminat- 
ing the citizenship of individuals. This much 
has not been done since no citizenship law 
was amended. Moreover, even when the 
appropriate legislation or legislations are 
changed, they may not be retroactive. This is 
the rule of the thumb domestically and 
internationally. As a matter of fact we are 
treaty obligated not to accord negative re- 
troactive effect to any law. What is also of 
concern is whether the state can end 
citizenships en masse. There is no precedent 
under local or international law for mass 
denial of citizenship. These are indeed vexing 
legal controversies that the Higher Court of 
Justice can be expected to review and render 
its judgements thereon on the basis of the 
established jurisprudence here at home and 
internationally. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AHMAD AL MISLEH, a writer in Al Ra’i Arabic daily, 
Tuesday tackled a meeting by representatives of Egypt, 
Palestine, Jordan and Israel in Amman to discuss the 
question of displaced Palestinians and their prospects for 
repatriation to their homeland. These people were forced 
out of their homeland in the wake, or during, the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war and were never allowed to return home by 
Israel despite U.N. resolutions calling for their return, said 
the writer. It is true that a limited number of the displaced 
people were allowed to return following U.N. Security 
Council resolution 237 of 1967 but the majority of them are 
still stranded in Jordan and other countries living alongside 
the tens of thousands of the refugees evicted in the 1948 
war, said the writer. Despite all the U.N. resolutions and 
the peace agreements with Jordan, Egypt and the Palesti- 
nians, the displaced people are prevented from returning 
and the Israelis are bolding on to various excuses to prevent 
their repatriation, claiming that their permits have expired, 
he added. The writer said the four-party committee has not 
succeeded in doing justice to the displaced Palestinians and 
it is still haggling over classification of the Palestinians 
evicted from their homes in a manner that looks similar to 
grading fruits and vegetables — with some described as 
refugees and others as displaced people. The writer said 
that the committee, which is meeting in Amman Tuesday 
and Wednesday, should put an end to Israel's intransigence 
and respect the legitimate and humanitarian rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour said Tuesday that Spain's Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez* visit to Jordan and other 
countries in the Middle East comes only two months ahead 
of the Barcelona economic conference and one month 
ahead of the Middle East and North Africa Economic 
Summit (MENA). Taher AJ Adwan said that while the 
Barcelona meeting will discuss ideas about economic 
cooperation among the Mediterranean countries, the 
MENA summit will reflect the participants* orientation to 
create a new Middle Eastern order. Though the two 
conferences have different objectives, said the writer, they 
both consider Israel’s presence and participation essential. 
The writer said that the Europeans are keen on promoting 
economic cooperation with the Arab World through the 
Israeli gate and they place hard conditions on the Arabs as 
they did with the Palestinians who were told that the 
Europear J onor states will provide the promised funds to 
| the Pale.*.. iiians in the light of progress made in their 
negotiations with Israel. He said that it is hoped that the 
Spanish — ime minister will discuss ways to bolster econo- 
mic relations with the Arabs and help open the European 
I markets for Arab products. 


SOME PROMINENT Jew- 
ish leaders axe lamenting 
the political demise of two 
members of Congress who 
have been important sup- 
porters of their domestic 
and foreign policy con- 
cerns. 

Democratic Congress- 
man Mel Reynolds of Illi- 
nois resigned his seat last 
week, while Republican 
Senator Bob Packwood of 
Oregon faces a likely expul- 
sion vote from the Senate in 
the coming weeks. What is 
troubling to the Jewish 
community, of course, is 
not simply the loss of these 
‘two congressional suppor- 
ters, but the embarrassing 
controversies which have 
brought shame to both 
men. 

After a lengthy public 
trial, Reynolds was recently 
found guilty of sexual mis- 
conduct, specifically a long- 
term sexual relationship 
with a campaign aide who 
was only IS at the time. He 
has also been convicted of 
attempting to coerce the 
young woman (now 19) not 
to testify against him, and 
of misuse of campaign 
funds. 

For the past two years 
while the Senate Ethics 
Committee has been inves- 
tigating allegations of sex- 
ual misconduct against 
Senator Packwood, he re- 
fused requests to hold pub- 
lic hearings. He reversed 
himself on this issue only a 
few weeks ago, but by that 
time the Ethics Commit- 
tee's patience had run out 
and recently unanimously 
recommended that the en- 
tire Senate vote' to expel 
Packwood. 

Packwood, the chair of 
the powerful Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, faces 
formal complaints tiled by 
19 women (at least two of 
whom were under 18 years 
of age at the time of the 
incidents) charging that he 
made unwanted sexual adv- 
ances against them and phy- 
sically attacked them. 
Other charges the senator 
indude using his position in 
the Senate to secure jobs 
for his former wife in an 
effort to reduce his need to 
tinandally support her; and 
of altering evidence related 
to both the sexual miscon- 
duct and abuse of position 
charges. This week, the 
Ethics Committee unani- 
mously found Packwood 
guilty on all three charges. 

If it were not for the fact 
that their careers and elec- 
tions of both men presented 
such unique and difficult 
problems for Arab Amer- 
icans, it would have likelyj 
been best to watch their 
exits in silence. But botir 
men, non-Jews, were so ex- 
ploitative of their rela- 
tionships with the Amer- 


ican Jewish community that 
their pasts and their trans- 
gressions deserve to be 
understood. 

Packwood, a moderate 
Republican on most issues, 
won reelection five times 
and had served in the Sen- 
ate for 26 years. During 
those years he has been one 
of Israel's most ardent sup- 
porters, at times embarras- 
sing his Jewish friends with 
his excess praise for Israeli 
polities. 

Though liberal on many 
. U.S. domestic issues (in- 
dueling, ironically, a long- 
term record of support from 
U.S. women's groups for 
his strong abortion-rights 
position), he was more 
hard-line than the Likud 
when dealing with Arab- 
Israeli issues. 

In 1979, speaking at the 
annual conference of the 
American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), Packwood de- 
nounced the Camp David 
peace process and the Car- 
ter administration for 
attempting to “force Israel'' 
to trade “land for peace." 
In his fundraising mailings 
targeted to pro-Israel Jew- 
ish donors, he played on 
their Israeli sympathies us- 
ing language that shocked 
many. 

In one letter for his 1992 
reelection campaign, he de- 
nounced the Bush adminis- 
tration’s efforts to begin a 
dialogue with the PLO. en- 
gage Arabs and Israelis in 
negotiations based on a 
“land for peace" formula, 
and U.S. efforts to sell arms 
to Saudi Arabia. He urged 
supporters to help him so 
that he could help Israel, 
conduding his letter with 
the following appeal: 

“Instead of spending all 
my time raising money for 
my own reelection cam- 
paign, I’d prefer to devote 
my time and energies to 
protecting and defending 
the security of Israel.” 

In another letter. Pack- 
wood became even more 
crass in. his blatant appeal 
for pro-Israel funds. That 
letter reproduces maps, thfc 
first of which shows the 
image of the Jewish king- 
dom at the time of Solomon 
(1,000 B.C.) which indudes 
large tracts of Lebanese, 
Syrian and Jordanian lands. 
He goes on to give the 
reader a shocking one-sided 
view of Middle East history 
in order to make the point 
that Israel had already 
given up land. 

What troubled many, in- 
cluding some American 
Jews, about the Packwood 
letter was t his constant use 
of the personal pronouns 
“we” and “us” to describe 
Israel and Israelis in such 
phrases as “...only Egypt 
would meet with us...” or. 


“...during the 1956 Sinai 
war we took the Sinai and 
then we gave it back...” and 
“in 1967 and again in 
1973... we were savagely 
attacked..." •- 

Statements such as these 
prompted even some major 
U.S. newspapers to ask, 
who is this '“we”, to whom 
is Packwood referring? 
Nevertheless, these fun- 
draising tacti,cs worked well 
for Packwood, and pro- 
Israel money continued to 
fuel his campaign machin- 
ery. In PAC money alone 
he raised $110,000, plating 
third among the 1992 reci- 
pients of pro-Israel PAC 
support — despite the fact 
that during the first nine 
months of the campaign cy- 
cle he refused to take PAC 
money. 

Shortly prior his last 
reelection campaign in 
1992, however, women be- 
gan to come forward with 
their accusations against the 
Republican Senator. (The 
newspaper which broke the 
'allegations withheld the 
story until after election day 
for fear of influencing the 
election with facts of which 
it was not 100 per cent 
certain). While his former 
allies in the women's move- 
ment abandoned Packwood 
when these allegations be- 
gan to look serious, this was 
not apparently the case with 
some elements of the 
American Jewish commun- 
ity. 

An artide in a leading 
Oregon newspaper re- 
marked that more than one- 
half of the funds raised by 
Packwood's legal defence 
fund came from officers in 
leading Jewish organisa- 
tions “including $9,000 
from the Chair of the Con- 
ference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish 
Organisations and $2,000 
•each from several of 
AIPACs executive board 
members. When asked by a 
prominent Jewish newspap- 
' er to explain their support, 
some of those officials de- 
scribed Packwood as a 
friend of Israel deserving of 
their support. 

Reynolds, ail Alftican 
American, has only been in 
Congress for three years, 
having first been elected in 
1992. Although he has been 
a consistent supporter of 
Israel, his loss will be felt by 
the American Jewish com- 
munity more deeply for 
domestic political reasons. 

What Reynolds is best 
known for is his 1992 elec- 
toral victory over then Con- 
gressman Gus Savage, also 
an African American who 
had represented this largely 
African American district 
for more than a decade. 
The 1992 campaign was 
Reynolds’ third attempt to 
unseat Savage, having also 


run against him in 1988 and 
1990. It was the 1990 race 
that brought Reynolds 
national attention. 

Savage comes from the 
nationalist wing of the Afri- 
can American community. 
He was an ally of Louis 
Farrakhan’s Nation of 
Islam movement and, at 
times, used radal themes to 
stir up tire emotions of his 
constituents. The district 
represented by Savage and 
Reynolds is more than 70 
per cent African American 
and more than 20 per cent 
Latino. 

A few days before the 
March 1990 primary elec- 
tion (which is the most im- 
portant race in the district 
since it is also more than 90 
per cent Democratic), Sav- 
age held a press conference 
and announced that his re- 
search showed that his 
opponent, Reynolds, had 
received significant 
amounts of campaign 
-money from many Jewish 
voters from outside the dis- 
trict. Actually, more than 
90 per cent of Reynold's 
PAC money, according to a 
major U.S. newspaper, 
came from PACs directed 
by leaders of AIPAC. 

Savage, who had served 
his district for more than 20 
years in local, state and 
federal office, was outraged 
at the outside interference. 
What became a national 
scandal, however, was not 
Savage's facts but how he 
-presented them. The fact 
was that pro-Israel PACs 
and board members of 
AIPAC were sending large 
amounts of money to defeat 
Savage; but Savage's pre- 
sentation of that fact was 
too raw, too angry and to 
some sounded anti- Jewish. 

Reynolds was cast in the 
national media as a moder- 
ate could heal the “Black- 
Jewisb relationship" while 
Savage was increasingly an 
angry and divisive figure 
who used his race to win 
support. 

Reynolds lost in 1990, 
"but in his victorious 1992 
* Campaign he' raise aiuinpre-. 
cedented"$542 ,000 to defeat 
Savage and his other oppo- 
nents — compared to the 
$190,000 Savage raised to 
.win in 1990. A great deal of* 
Reynold’s financial, support 
continued to come from the 
Oiicago Jewish community. 
A prominent national Jew- 
ish newspaper, lamenting 
Reynolds political demise 
last week, acknowledged 
the support Reynolds had 
received and noted that he 
had become a “symbol of 
the closure of the black- 
Jewish rift.” 

While in Congress 
- Reynolds did all the ex- 
pected things, which Savage 
would not do. He voted for 
Israel’s foreign aid, and 


supported moving the U.S. 
Embassy to Jerusalem. He 
received a position on one 
of the House’s most power- 
fill committees — a nearly 
unprecedented reward for a 
freshman member of Con- 
gress. 

But neither the powerful 
post nor the campaign war 
chest could stop his resigna- 
tion once the Chicago jury 
convicted him. 

Reynolds was an oppor- 
tunist who sold himself to 
win political spoils, but he 
exhibited no control over 1 
his own behaviour. It is j 
interesting to note that , 
when Reynolds first de- 
cided in the mid-1980s to 
run for Congress, he first 
went to the Arab American 
community for support. 
That was shortly after Jesse 
Jackson’s 1984 presidential 
.campaign, on which 
Reynolds had worked along 
with a number of Arab 
Americans. When 
Reynolds realised that 
Arab Americans could not 
provide him with the sup-, 
port he needed, Reynolds 
dropped his contact with 
Arab Americans and 
turned to the American 
Jewish community. 

Arab Americans in Chi- 
cago had never been fully 
comfortable with Savage's 
behaviour, his antics in 
Congress and his use of 
racial division and hatred. 
What troubled the com- 
munity about Reynolds was 
not that he received support 
from the Jewish commun- 
ity, but that he shut his door 
to Arab Americans once he 
took that money — on one 
occasion even expressing 
discomfort at being seen 
with an Arab American 
leader. In a sense (as far as 
Arab Americans were con- 
cerned), Reynolds' be- 
haviour was as divisive and 
race-based as that of the 
candidate he eventually de- 
feated. 

What is troubling about 
both Packwood and 
Reynolds is how narrow 
their definition of service 
turned out to be. To not 
speak to Arab Americans, 
to be more pro-Israel than, 
the Likud, to. see the quest 
for power and position as 
an end in itself: These are 
not qualities of leadership. 

Reynolds and Packwood 
are not losses to lament, 
they are examples of the 
tragic consequences of an 
electoral system and a poli- 
tical process gone awry. It 
was their abuse of women 
who brought them down — 
but it was their short- 
sighted abuse of their poli- 
tical positions and the 
amoral quest for power 
they shared that laid the 
groundwork for their later 
actions. 

That is what we should all 
be lamenting. 


A nation out of turn with the rest of the world 


France has exploded not just 
the seabed, but its self-jmage, 
says Mary Dejevsky 


TO BE editor of a French 
news organisation last 
week must have been an 
unenviable job. There was 
looting and burning in 
Gauguin’s Pacific paradise 
of Tahiti; two of the most 
idyllic islands in the 
French Caribbean had 
been devastated by hurri- 
cane Luis, and almost 
everywhere else on the 
globe was throbbing with 
virulent anti-French pro- 
tests following France’s 
first nulcear test for three- 
and-a-half years. 

Even in mainland 
France there was the pros- 
pect of manhem to come 
as mollycoddled public- 
sector workers spoke of 
their fury and frustration 
at being told to accept a 
pay freeze next year. 
Widespread labour unrest 
looms for the winter. 

AH this in the space of a 
few days has been a rude 
shock for France and for 
the French, who are used 
to thinking of themselves 
and their country as quiet, 
cultured, self-contained 
and utterly irreproach- 
able. whether in apprecia- 
tion of the better things of 
life or in observance of 
universal values such as 
freedom and human 
rights. 

Their tranquil existence 
might have been in- 


tmipted periodically by 
farmers’ protests and 
occasionally by a' student 
revolt, but these were 
home-grown distractions; 
they did not .seriously 
challenge France's view of 
itself or the world outside. 
Most particularly they did 
not challenge France’s 
sense of its own superior- 
ity; they even helped to 
confirm it. Their farmers’ 
produce might be more 
expensive, but it was bet- 
ter; their students might 
be rioting, but revolution 
was a French prerogative 
necessary to the renewal 
of the social order. 

__ . e 

This time, though, it is 
precisely this sense 6f 
national superiority that is 
being attacked. From 
Tokyo to Washington, 
from Sydney to London, 
there are placards of Pres- 
ident Chirac with a Hitler 
moustache; French wine is 
being poured intoi dust- 
bins. The nation that 
thought of itself as having 
attained the height of civi- 
lisation is being portrayed 
as barbaric. What is more.- 
France has had to pay 
heed. 

„On Thursday the Defence 
Minister. Charles Millon. 
managed in one short set of 
remarks to call for respect for 
law and *‘the republican 


order" in Tahiti, to offer 
talks with pro-independence 
groups there, to pledge more 
troops to the island, and to 
insist that France would pro- 
ceed with “seven or eight 
nuclear tests" for the sake of 
French “and European" 
security. 

The contradictions in his 
remarks dearly derived from 
the need he saw to address 
several different groups of 
people: the rioters on an is- 
land which is constitutionally 
part of France, the law and 
order lobby in mainland 
•France (which is most of his 
party and many others be- 
sides). the defence establish- 
ment, and the outside world. 
Where once a haughty “no 
comment: France will do 
what France must do" might 
•have sufficed, this is clearly 
no longer so. 

so what has happened to 
France? The short, superfi- 
dal answer to this question is: 
Jacques Chirac. In four 
months. France’s new presi- 
dent has given politidans the 
world over a lesson in how 
not to win friends and influ- 
ence people. His decision to 
resume nuclear tests as 
almost the first act of his 
presidency is only the most 
egregious of his essays in 
statesmanship. 

It may be true, as Mr. 
Chirac has contended, that 
he had no choice about the 
timing of the announcement 
or the timing of the tests, as 
both were dictated by the 
need to complete the series in 
time to sign the Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty next 
year. His apparent assump- 
tion that France could avoid 
being put in the world's dock 
because it was France and 
because French nuclear tests 
were somehow more justifi- 
able than other people's 


tests, however, showed 'a se- 
rious misunderstanding of the 
post-cold war world. 

As his falling ratings in 
domestic opinion polls show 
even his own voters are not 
quite sure what they have let' 
themselves in for. They 
elected him to tackle what 
he, and they, saw as their 
growing problems, unem- 
ployment and, above all, di- 
visions in society. Now they 
find themselves pilloried for 
their nuclear defence policy 
not only from predictable 
quarters, bur by countries as 
remote from France in every 
respect as the Philippines and 

It is not only France's nuc- 
lear defence policy, however, 
or even the fact of the nuclear 
tests that is being pilloried, 
but France's insensitivity to 
what the rest of the world 
thinks. The rioting in Tahiti 
was inspired, as Oscar 
Temaru, the leader of French 
Polynesia's small independ- 
ence movement, put it, 
“humiliation, frustration and 
anger." 

French officials may argue 
that the violence was deliber- 
ately instigated. as well as it 
may have been, but this does 
not alter the feet that hun- 
dreds of Tahitians were out 
on the streets looting and 
burning, that their anger was 
directed against the French 
authorities, and that hun- 
dreds more were watching 
them without protesting. 

Nor does it alter the fact 
that a single decision by the 
president of France, which 
has been widely judged — as 
one French commemaror put 
it — “out of harmony with 
the age." has at a stroke 
inspired thousands of con- 
sumers worldwide to boycott 
French goods; banned — 
probably for a very long time 


— France's prized diplomatic 
role, especially in the Far 
East and Australia, but prob- 
ably also in many parts of 
Europe; and last but not 
least, immeasurably streng- 
thened an anti-colonial 
movement in a remote part of 
the world that is none the less 
an integral part of France. 

The increasingly defensive 
statements from French offi- 
cials in the past two days have 
shown that last week's nuc- 
lear test at Mururoa atoll 
exploded more than a hunk 
of basalt seabed. It exploded 
many of France’s favourite 
assumptions about itself and 
its place in the world: its 
embodiment of civilised 
values, its consummate prac- 
tice of the diplomatic arts, its 
role as a paternal and be- 
nevolent colonial power; 
above all, its confident 
nationalism. 

Mr. Chirac has talked 
often about a sovereign and 
independent France. The 
puipose of his nuclear test 
series, he insisted, was to 
ensure French security and 
preserve that independence. 
But global communications 
and global agitation, whether 
by environmental groups or 
others, mean that the policy 
of almost any national gov- 
ernment is now circums- 
cribed. No country with in- 
ternational aspirations can 
escape the judgement of pub- 
lic opinion; not just its own. 
but that of the many other 
countries with which it main- 
tains diplomatic and econo- 
mic relations. 

So, Mesdames et Mes- 
sieurs. and Monsieur le Presi- 
dent de la Republique. wel- 
come to the real world! You 
have taken your time arriv- 
ing. 

The Independent 


It Occured to 


By Ali Kassay 

Entertaining 
ourselves to 
death 

ONE OF the greatest 
tragedies of our times is 
the change in people's 
mores. Take the film 
industry, for instance. 
During my childhood and 
youth, film heroes were 
men and women who 
look a gallant stand on 
principle and. sometimes. 

■ came to a sticky end for it. 
Every healthy child knew 

■ what made a good movie: 
There had to be be a lot of 
fighting that climaxed in 
an epic struggle, at the 
end of which the hero 
came out on top-. 

In those days heroes 
were made to inspire Mr. 
Average, with 2.5 chil- 
dren. a mortgage, and a 
car on hire purchase. The 
cinema gave him an 
escape mechanism from 1 
the humdrum of everyday 
life — a safety valve 
against depression and 
insanity, if you want. 
Then, to o\jr chagrin, 
movie makers discovered, 
reality and became 
obsessed with it Today's 
film hero seems to be Mr. 
Average himself. Over an 
hour and a half we are 
. treated to a review of how 
. he contrived to make a 
perfect hash of his life, 
then our agony comes to 
an end when he dies of 
AIDS. In case of a happy 
ending, the hero's spouse, 
who had run away at 
some point, returns and 
forgives him seconds 
"before he perishes. 

No one suffers from this 
new genie of movies 
more than Jordan Televi- 
. sion and its viewers. TV 
planners, to be fair to 
them, are caught between 
a h amm er and a hard 
place. First, they need to 
buy programmes. These 
are sold in packages, and 
the cheaper the package, 
the more the “social dra- 
. mas”. In our financially 
strapped times one has to 
take the rough with the 
smooth. At the same time 
the vigilant moral sensor 
would raise the hue and 
cry at the slightest hint of 
intimacy on the screen, be 
it portrayed decently or 
otherwise. As a result, 
viewers are treated to an 
uninspiring fare which is 
largely limited to reruns 
of “Murder She Wrote”, 
and tragedies about losing 
a relative. In the eighties 
ailing relations died of 
cancer. In the nineties 
‘they die of Aids. 

. I ask you ! After a 
week’s hard work, when 
one collapses in his easy 
chair, musters all his 
reserves of energy to 
point the remote control • 
at die box, and presses the 
button, is he seeking to be 
depressed ? Is he eager to 
watch yet another case of 
child abuse, broken mar- 
riage or _ slow and painful 
death of fatal disease ? * 
Has he not enough prob- 
lems of his own? Really, 
who makes these movies, 
and why? Would the 
scriptwriters, actors and 
directors devote their end- 
of-the-week evening to 
bear about the viewer’s 
problems? Seriously. 

. why inflict such films on 
us? Whatever happened 
to movies in which the 
hero’s horse never runs 
tired and his gun never 
runs empty? Social dra- 
mas like those described 
above are splendid for 
raid-week viewing, as 
treatment against insom- 
nia. On Thursday night, 
however, why not show 
an old classic? There are 
hundreds of high quality 
films without a hint of 
nudity, where violence is 
not explicit and which 
make for splendid family 
entertainment. A film 
does not have to be 
painfully boring to be 
considered fit for the fam- 
ily, does it ? 
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Spanish premier ends visit 
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'Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Mr. Gonzalez, 
whose country currently 
chairs the EU, reaffirmed the 
European bloc's commitment 
to supporting the Middle 
East peace process and eco- 
nomic development of the 
region. 

Also discussed were Jor- 
dan's relations with EU as 
well as Spain, a proposed 
•partnership agreement be- 
tween Jordan and the EU. 

Mr. Gonzalez indicated 
that Spain might extend debt 
relief to Jordan, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said 
without details. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether Mr. Gonzalez 
discussed a proposal to set up 
a Middle East development 
ibank to finance regional pro- 1 
jects. Israeli newspapers re- 
ported Tuesday that Mr. 
Gonzalez had told Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin that the EU was likely 
to reject the proposal. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Gonzalez summed up the 
outcome of his talks at a joint 
press conference shortly be- 
fore the Spanish premier's 
departure for Syria. 

“All matters of mutual in- 
terest were discussed — bi- 
lateral relations, the peace 
process and events in the 
region," the King said in an 
opening statement. 

- Describing Mr. Gonzalez 
as a “dear friend I always 
admired over the years" and 
Jordanian-Spanish friendship 
as something he “treasured 
and cherished,” the King said 
the Spanish leader’s visit had 
come at a “historic moment” 
not only for the Middle East 
but also for Europe. 

Mr. Gonzalez, who visited 
Israel and the Palestinian 
self-ruled Gaza Strip before 
arriving here late Monday, 
paid tribute to the King's 
“tremendous political vision 
and courage in defence of the 
peace process and said his 
visit to Jordan was “perhaps 
... the most fruitful phase of 
our trip to the Middle East.' 1 

“In addition to our bilater- 
al relations, the European 
Union has mandated me to 
come here to see if we can 
1 explore ways of helping the 
peace process politically and 
economically,” Mr. Gonzalez 
said in Spanish through Ara- 
bic and English interpreters. 

Spain itself and die Euro- 
pean Union in general will be 
actively participating in the 
MENA summit, where re- 
gional economic cooperation, 
infrastructure and develop- 
ment projects and business 
opportunities in the region 
will be the key themes, Mr. 
Gonzalez said. 

He also referred to a prop- 
osed partnership agreement 
between Jordan and the 
European Union and ex- 
pressed hope that “we hope 
to finalise it as soon as possi- 
ble.” It is expected that the 
accord will be signed in 1996. 

The King said Syria's deci- 
sion to attend a EU meeting 
in Barcelona, Spain, in 
November of EU member 
countries and 12 non-EU 
Mediterranean countries was 
a “step forward," given that 
Syria has been staying away 
from meetings on regional 
cooperation as part of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process 
(Syria will not be attending 
the MENA summit either). 

“But we hope (the Syrian 
election to attend the Barce- 
lona conference) will be fol- 
lowed by many others be- 
cause we are seeking a com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion,” the King added. 

Mr. Gonzalez said he was 
‘yiot carrying any Israeli mes- 
‘sage to Syria to break the 
impasse in Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks, but said “it is 
imperative that the peace 
process pick up in places 
where negotiations are dead- 
locked.” 

. The Spanish leader, who 
held talks with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders before 
coming here, said he had no 
confirmation that Israel and 
Je Palestine Liberation 
Organisation bad set Sept. 21 
as the date for signing an 
a S r eement on expanding self- 
nile to die West Bank. 

Crown Prince Hassan held 
talks with Mr. Gonzalez over 
breakfast Tuesday morning, 
the key theme for discus- 
sions was Jordan’s virion of 
relations and economic coop- 
eration with Europe, includ- 
es Spain, and potential for 
“reign investments in the' 
Kingdom. 

In a separate meeting, 
Sharif Zeid and Mr. Gon- 
zalez reviewed Jordan's key 
role m the region and prepa- 
rations for the MENA sum- 
mit and said both Spanish 
^moiic and private sectors 
yvould take an 1 active part in 
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the conference. 

Meanwhile, reporting on 
prospects for the proposed 
Mideast development bank, 
Israel’s English-language dai- 
ly Jerusalem Post said Tues- 
day that Mr. Gonzalez had 
told Mr. Rabin that the prop- 
osal was unlikely to be real- 
ised. 

“Gonzalez told the prime 
minister that most of the 
European countries are 
against the development 
bank," the Post quoted an 
unidentified Rabin aide as 
saying. “While saying that a 
formal decision has yet to be 
taken, he made it clear that it 
does not look good at all." 

Mr. Gonzalez's statement 
carries a lot of weight, as 
Spain currently holds the 
rotating chairmanship of the 
EU, and the EU holds an 
effective veto over the estab- 
lishment of such a body. A 
decision on the bank must be 
made within the next six 
weeks, before the regional 
economic summit convenes 
in Amman. The development 
bank was expected to be cen- 
tral to plans for financing of 
infrastructure projects. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who has been active 
for the last two years in press- 
ing for a development bank, 
has yet to give up. His meet- 
ing with French President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris (Sun- 
day) is seen as a last-ditcb 
effort to save the bank by 
winning French support for 
the concept. 

Mr. Peres’s remarks to re- 
porters after the meeting sug- 
gest that he did not bring Mr. 
Chirac around. He said that 
France favoured other ideas 
over a bank. 

A senior finance ministry 
official said that Germany, 
the EU’s leading financial 
. power, has been leading the 
drive against the establish- 
ment of a bank. 

Finance ministry officials 
admit that if EU rejects the 
idea of a development bank 
now, it will have effectively 
killed the. idea for the fore- 
seeable future. 

“The Americans and 
Japanese have signalled wil- 
lingness to provide their 
share, but on the condition 
that the establishment of such 
a bank can only be by consen- 
sus of the key countries. In 
other words, if the EU, which 
would be putting in ; a- chunk 
of the funds, does not want it, 
it will not happen,” the offi- 
cial said. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Monday requested 
EU support in his negotia- 
tions with Israel on the West 
Bank autonomy deal. 

“I call on tire European 
Union and the entire world to 
help effectively and construc- 
tively in reaching very quick- 
ly an agreement," Mr. Arafat 
said after a 2Vi hour meeting 
with Mr. Gonzalez. 

In a rare gesture, the 
Palestinian leader travelled 
to the Israel-Gaza border 
crossing to greet Mr. Gon- 
zalez. They then drove 
through Gaza City streets be-' 
decked with Spanish and 
Palestinian flags. 

Mr. Gonzalez, on a four- 
day tour of the region, said 
Mr. Arafat “asked me to 
make pressures” to reach the 
much-delayed West Bank 
deal. 

“We are helping make the 
views of the two parties clos- 
er," he said, but stressed the 
differences “should be solved 
by the parties themselves.” 

Mr. Gonzalez’ trip comes 
at a time when Europeans are 
seeking a broader role in the 
Mideast peace process. 

In occupied Jerusalem 
Monday, Mr. Gonzalez 
reiterated the EU’s commit- 
ment to coordinating interna- 
tional monitoring of Palesti- 
nian elections in the West 
Bank and Gaza expected by 
year’s end. 

. “The European Union is 
committed to sending obser- 
vers and to coordinating 
(them),” Mr. Gonzalez said 
after meeting with Mr. 
Rabin. “Also, funding has 
already been earmarked for 
the elections.” 

Mr. Gonzalez also hinted 
the EU might increase econo- 
mic aid to the Palestinian 
National Authority after the 
elections. “I am not saying 
that they are linked, but of 
course progress in the peace 
process would help matters,” 
ne said. 

Mr. Gonzalez said he 
would look for possible eco- 
nomic development projects 
the European Union could 
get involved in, but did not 
provide details, 

Mr. Arafat was also ex- 
pected to ask Mr. Gonzalez 
for Spanish aid in building an 
airport and a sea port in the 
impoverished Gaza Strip. 


Jordan assails Libyan move 

(Cnrtmwd from page i) had- asked Arab League 
7* 11 refused permission to General Secretary Esmat 
ranhe Strip by Israel, even Abdul Meguid to “intervene 
^ougn their relatives said to stop the tragedy” which 

has been denounced by PLO 
Header Yasser Arafat. 


Hussein Kamel: There should be 
pluralism and political parties in Iraq 


FOLLOWING IS the frill text of an interview that Iraqi 
former Minister of Industries Hussein Kamel gave to Time 
Magazine'. The interview appeared in this week 7 edition of 
the magazine. 


Time: Why did you decide 
to defect? 

Hussein Kamel:, I was moti- 
vated by. the interests of the 
country. I reached the point 
where I found (criticising 
erroneous policies) to be 
futile. For the past IS years 
Iraq has not stopped fight- 
ing. It has ended up accu- 
mulating debts that will re- 
quire generations and gen- 
erations to repay. There are 
too many executions in our 
society, too many arrests. 
Whatever the age of the 
critic — whether 80 or 15 — 
many people are executed. 
For these reasons I left. 
Time: How did you manage 
to leave Baghdad without 
arousing suspicion? 

Hussein Kamel: We left 
Baghdad at around 8 p.m. 
on Aug. 7. We said we 
planned to attend a confer- 
ence in Bulgaria (and would 
travel there via Amman), 
so it was an official motor- 
cade with' security. When I 
arrived at the Iraqi border 
crossing, they never even 
asked me for my passport. 
We arrived in Amman at 
3:30 in the morning of Aug. 
8. I don’t know Amman 
very well because on pre- 
vious trips all our arrange- 
ments were taken care of by 
Jordanian protocol. It was 
rather difficult to reach a 
hotel. We found a taxi, and 


I asked somebody from our 
security detail to get into 
the taxi and take us to a 
hotel. 

Time: There have been re- 
ports of a shooting in Bagh- 
dad involving President 
Saddam's eldest son Uday 
(seemingly second in power 
these days) and Saddam's 
half brother Watban Ibra- 
him A1 Tikriti? 

Hussein Kamel: There was 
a shooting on the same 
night we left Baghdad to go 
to Amman. According to 
information I have verified., 
there was a fistfight be- 
tween Saddam's brother-in- 
law Luay Talfah and Wat- 
ban's nephew Nemir 
Diham. Subsequently Luay 
told Uday, who was at 
another party. Uday rushed 
in and started firing indis- 
criminately. The host was 
shot, and also Watban, and 
two members of the presi- 
dent's security detail. Some 
Gypsy dancers and other 
guests were shot. Eight 
women were killed or 
wounded. Uday is well- 
known for such behaviour. 
It was late at night, and 
alcohol had affected him. 
Such incidents have taken 
place in the past, and no- 
bod^ held him accountable. 
Time: There was an earlier 
incident involving the beat- 
ing to death of a servant? 


Hussein Kamel: * On that 
occasion Uday was also 
drunk. President Saddam's 
valet was seated close to 
Uday at a party. The valet 
got into an argument with 
one of Uday's security 
guards. Uday hit the valet 
with a club and the man 
died. 

Time: Is it true that the 
president has cracked down 
on Uday? 

Hussein Kamel: No. Uday 
is still active. 

Time: Can anybody in Iraq 
dissent from the regime's 
policies without fear of im- 
prisonment, or torture or 
death? 

Hussein Kamel: If there is a 
conversation between two 
people in which one of 
them criticises any subject 
related to the regime, the 
fate of both of them is 
execution. Anybody who 
criticises the regime even in 
the slightest way. faces ex- 
ecution. 

Time: Did other members 
of the government ever 
criticise die regime? 
Hussein Kamel: It never 
happened. 

Time: You have been de- 
scribed as unfit for power 
by Barzan. Ibrahim A1 Tik- 
riti, President Saddam's 
half brother. What was 
your relationship with him? 
Hussein Kamel: Barzan is 
the kind of person who does 
not attach value to any- 
body. He was very harmful 
to the Iraqi people — im- 
prisonments, torture, ex- 


ecutions. 

Time: Were you responsi- 
ble for putting down the 
postwar rebellions of the. 
Shiites and Kurds? 

Hussein Kamel: After the 
war ended, a civil 'war 
broke out. Huge massacres 
took place in many towns 
and cities. I took office as 
minister of defence right 
after the revolts were put 
down. But the Ministry of 
Defence was not in charge 
of putting down these re- 
volts. It was some small 
units (of the Republican 
Guard) that took responsi- 
bility across the country. 
Time: Did you have any- 
thing to do with the sup- 
pression of those revolts? 
Hussein Kamel: I was in 
charge of the Republican 
Guard. 

Time: What is your re- 
sponse to charges that you 
embezzled money? 

Hussein Kam el- Yes, it has 
been said that Hussein 
Kamel was in charge of the 
economy of Iraq from 1985 
to 1995 — 70 per cent of the 
economy of Iraq. It has 
been said that Hussein 
Kamel has amassed a great 
fortune outride Iraq. If any- 
body proves I have any 
money outride Iraq, I am 
ready to give him this 
money. 

Time: Since your defection, 
Iraq has provided new in- 
formation to the U.N. on its 
nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons prog- 
rammes. Have all the sec- 


rets been disclosed? 
Hussein Kamel: They have 
given information, but I 
don’t know if (the U.N.) 
has managed to verify it all. 
It is a huge amount of in- 
formation. It will take a 
long time. 

Time: Why didn't you use 
these weapons during the 
Gulf war? 

Hussein Kamel: How can 
you use them while you are 
fighting the whole planet? 
Any mistake of using these 
unconventional weapons 
will make the major powers 
use nuclear weapons, which 
means Iraq will be exter- 
minated. 

Time: What would have 
happened if the U.S. Army 
had entered Baghdad? 

Hussein Kamel:' We con- 
cluded that the possibility 
was remote. All the Iraqis 
were sure that no armies 
would enter the city. War in 
the cities is very different 
from war outside. Firing 
missiles from a distance and 
aerial bombardment usually- 
result in fewer casualties for 
the attackers'. But the mi- 
nute you enter a city, a 
schoolchild 12 years old be- 
comes a fighter. Or even a 
70-year-old. 

Time: Have you met with 
any American officials? 
Hussein Kamel: No, until 
now I haven't met any 
Americans, but I certainly 
will not prevent myself 
from doing so. 

Time: What is it you would 
like to see for the future of 


Iraq? 

Hussein Kamel: Iraq should 
be a stable, secure country, 
able to interact with the 
Arab countries and the 
West. Iraq should avoid 
wars. There should be plur- 
alism and political parties. 
We should put an end to 
these shameful executions. 
Time: In order for that to 
happen, doesn't it require 
an overthrow of the reg- 
ime? 

Hussein Kamel: Yes. of 
course. The Iraqi opposi- 
tion is now in place to over- 
throw the regime. I am talk- 
ing now about the opposi- 
tion inside the country. I 
know everything about it, 
all the details — Iraqi army 
officers, government offi- 
mls, university professors 
and ail the graduates and 
also the Iraqi citizenry. 
Time: But doesn't it require 
leadership by the army? 

Hussein Kamel: This is true. 
The catalyst will be for the 
people to join the army in 
taking the initiative. AU the 
Iraqi people are armed. Ev- 
erybody is now ready. But 
there are things that must 
be done before the first 
spark is ignited. 

’nine: Do you think you are 
a target of assassination? 
Hussein Kamel: I know the 
regime in Iraq. I knew even 
before my departure that 
they would be ready to set 
aside the entire Iraqi 
budget to eliminate Hussein 
Kamel. 
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King: Policy on Iraq unchanged 

(Coatinned from page 1) 

Iraqi people as permitted under the international sanctions 
and would also continue to receive Iraqi oil under trilateral 
arrangements. 

“There have been some questions as to borders and a 
possible closure of these boraers,” said the King, who was 
answering a question. “As far as we are concerned, we will 
do everything we can on the humanitarian level, food, 
medicine and whatever else is permitted under the U.N. 
sanctions.” » 

“On the other hand, we will continue to import oD (from 
Iraq) In accordance .with the arrangement between the two 
■countries,!’ he said. 

“That is one aspect of the situation,” said the King. 
“Beyond that, let me say it very, very dearly, when I speak 
of the Iraqi people, I speak of their suffering, whether 
externally or internally induced.” 

“The Iraqi people have a right to what” they have not 
experienced for a long time, said the King. He referred to 
the “lack of national recondliation among the three major 
parties (Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds), lack of pluralism, 
democracy and respect for human rights.” 

“I could not keep a blind eye to what has been made 
dear to i 
on 
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at to me of tiie degree of the suffering of the Iraqi people 
both dimensions, external and internal,” said the King. 


'Meeting tackles ‘displaced’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinians were displaced 
when the Jewish state occu- 
pied the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in 1967. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates the number of dis- 
placed persons from the 1967 
war to be 700,000 but Israel 
put the number at 200.000. 

Jordan, which has been 
host to the laigest number of 
displaced Palestinians from 
the West Bank had stipulated 
m its own peace deal with 
Israel that the problem of 
these Palestinians and of the 
-refugees has to be resolved 
according to the framework 
of international law. 

Egypt ran the affairs of the 
Gaza Strip between 1948 and 
1967 when it was occupied by 
Israel. Its Camp David agree- 
ment with Israel also insists 
on resolving the problem of 
displaced Palestinians. 


1996,” Mr. Shahankari said. 

The Palestinians and 
Israelis are still debating the 
definition of the displaced 
Palestinians. Foreign Minis- 
try sources here said it meant 
that the two sides were dis- 
cussing whether the defini- 
tion includes the offspring 
and relatives of the original 
displaced Palestinians. 

The head of the Israeli 
delegation, Yosef Hadas, 
said Israel “hoped to reach a 
common ground to be able to 
start practical terms." 

The group met in Israel 
and in Egypt in July where 
the talks centred on procedu- 
.ral issues. 

Mr. Hodas said he was 
confident that practical prog- 
ress could be made in Am- 
man towards the eventual re- 
turn of the displaced. 

Hundreds of thousands of 


NATO pounds Serb depots 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Serbs have relished semi- 
recognition of their republika 
Srpska. 

Mr. Karadzic said it was 
incompatible to talk peace 
but make war and questioned 
the sincerity of the Geneva 
peace process. 

U.S. peace envoy Richard 
Holbrooke, who played a 
major role in setting up the 
Geneva talks, briefed Mr. 
Clinton in Washington on 
Monday on the status of 
efforts to end the bloodshed 
in Bosnia, the White House 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Clinton ordered Mr. 
Holbrooke to return to 
Europe on Tuesday for furth- 
er negotiations and wel- 
comed the progress that had 
been made towards a com- 
prehensive political settle- 
ment "that will preserve 
Bosnia-Herzegovina as a 
angle state while providing a 
viable future for all its peo- 
ple.” 

Russia believes NATO has 
grossly overstepped the 
U.N.’s mandate in former 
Yugoslavia and has asked for 
a U.N. Security Council 


meeting to raise its concerns. 

Russia's envoy to Brussels 
Vitaly Chrukin told repor- 
ters: “This thing can get out 
of hand. We think that a way 
must be found to stop this 
escalation as. quickly as possi- 
ble." 

The Russian Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement: 
“There is an impression that 
NATO under the disguise of 
statements about its commit- 
ment to a political solution, is 
in fact turning the long- 
suffering land of Bosnia into 
a testing site for imposing its 
‘new role’ in European and 
international affairs." 

NATO Secretary-General 
Willy Claes said the solution 
to the crisis lay solely with 
Bosnian Serb military com- 
mander General Ratko Mla- 
dic who, despite positive sig- 
nals from the Pale political 
leadership, had refused to 
meet the U.N. demands. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Oadhafi on Tuesday criti- 
cised the firing of cruise mis- 
siles at Bosnian Serb targets 
and said it should not be 
misconstrued as defence of 
the Bosnian Muslims. 


O mani minis ter dies in accident 

(Continued from page 1) 


the grievances of a citizen 
when another vehicle driving 
at high-speed smash into it. 

Sultan Qaboos is “safe and 
sound and was not hart” in 
the accident, the statement 
said, adding the other driver 
had not seen the royal car.' 

The 55-year-old Omani 
leader, who came to power in 
1970 after overthrowing his 
father, is spending the sum- 
mer in his native town of 
Salalah and is not always 
accompanied by bodyguards 
when he goes on tours. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency said Sultan Qaboos 
had told King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia who nad telephoned 
him that he was well and had 
not been hurt. 

Interior Minister Badr Ben 
Saud said that a third passen- 
ger, Zawawi's older brother, 
Omar, “suffered minor in- 
juries." 

Zawawi had been a key 
government figure since Sul- 
tan Qaboos overthrew his 
father, Saeed Ben Taymour, 


in bloodless coup in 1970. 

The old sultan abhorred 
the modern world and kept 
his country on the southeast- 
ern tip of the Arabian penin- 
sula locked in an almost 
medieval past. 

Sultan Qaboos, with Zawa- 
wi's help, used Oman’s oil 
revenues to catapult the 
country into the 20tn century, 
introducing electricity' and 
building hospitals, schools 
and roads for its two million 
people. 

As minister of state for 
foreign affairs between 1973 
and 1983, Zawawi shaped up 
Oman’s foreign policy and 
was instrumental in setting up 
strong ties with western pow- 
ers. 

From 1983 and until his 
death, Zawawi served as de- 
puty prime minister and 
chairman of the Develop- 
ment and Construction 
Council. He was considered 
the Sultan’s closest adviser 
and the architect of the coun- 
' try's oil and economic poli- 
cies. 


Jordan and Iraq plan 

(Continued from page 1) 


said, will take several years to 
complete. 

In Rabat, Iraqi Finance 
Minister Ahmad Hussein 
Khudayyir* said on Monday 
Iraq wanted to return to the 
oil market this month or next 
but that “evil forces” were 
conspiring to maintain the 
U.N. trade embargo on 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Khudayyir, who spoke 
to Reuters after meeting 
Moroccan King Hassan. re- 
plied with a no-comment 
when asked if Iraq would 
agree to a U.N. proposal for 
partial oil sales to pay for 
humanitarian supplies like 
food and medicines. 

Iraq has rejected the prop- 
osal as violating its sovereign- 
ty- 

Asked when Iraq hoped to 
resume exports of crude oil, 
Mr. Khuddayir said Iraq 
could resume exports once 


the U.N. Security Council 
voted to lift the oil ban. 

“We want (o return to the 
market this month or next. 
At every (U.N. review) of 
sanctions, we prepare 
ourselves to start exports but 
we also prepare ourselves for 
a long siege because there are 
evil forces at work," Mr. 
, Khudayyir said_. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Friday decided not to 
modify the Gulf war sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq. 

Mr. Khudayyir arrived in 
Morocco unexpectedly on 
Friday carrying a verbal mes- 
sage from President Saddam 
Hussein to King Hassan. 

Mr. Khudayyir, who met 
the king on Monday after- 
noon, said he discussed with 
him latest developments on 
the Arabs scene and at the 
United Nations. 


France assails New Zealand 


lear testing in the South Paci- 
fic, he said. 

An EU report published 
Monday reiterated that 
France’s EU partners needed 
confidential French informa- 
tion on its nuclear testing 
programme before they could 
judge if it was dangerous. 

“In order to rule reliably 
on tbe risk of movement in 
the porous rock and geologic- 
al structure (around Mururoa 
atoll in the South Pacific), it 
is necessary to have access to 
data” on changes due to 
underground tests, it added. 

“Until now French author- 
ities have refused to divulge 
this data, classing it as con- 
fidential information," said 
the report from the European 
Commission, the EU’s execu- 
tive arm. 

The report said it was im- 


(Con tinned from page 12) 


possible to confirm or refute 
French claims that there was 
no risk in the structure of the 
atoll itself "without having 
access to the data in the 
possession of French author- 
ities." 

European Commission 
President Jacques Santer said 
last week the commission 
could not rule on the impact 
of the tests until it bad all the 
necessary information. 

The commission is waiting 
for Taris to fix a date so a 
team of experts can be sent to 
Mururoa atoll to monitor the 
tests, an arrangement which 
has been agreed with French 
President Jacques Chirac. 

They want to gather the 
details they need before the 
next test is carried out, prob- 
ably hi -three to five weeks. 


PLO jails 2 ‘wanted’ men 


(Continued from page 1) 

As the preparations were 
being reported by Israeli 
media Monday, the Jericho 
military court sentenced the 
two suspects, Shaher Ahmad 
Ali Rai and Yousef Moham- 
mad Rai, to seven years each 
for disorderly conduct, harm- 
ing security and incitement 
against the peace process. 

Palestinian court officials 
said the Rai brothers were 
not involved in the killings of 
the hikers. 

Mr. Arafat meanwhile 
questioned the usefulness of 
a planned meeting with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, given that auton- 
omy negotiations are block- 
ed, his spokesman said. 

Mr. Arafat was expected to 
arrive in Alexandria, Egypt, 
later Tuesday for talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the PLO leader's 
spokesman Marwan Kanafa- 
ni said. 

“Mr. Arafat will have ur- 
gent meetings with Mubarak 
on the usefulness of Wednes- 
day's meeting” with Peres in 
Taba, Egypt, along tbe bor- 
der with Israel, Mr. Kanafani 
added. 

"The two leaders will dis- 
cuss the obstacles that pre- 
vent the conclusion of an 
accord, especially the issue of 
Hebron,” he added. 

Israel's refusal to withdraw 
its army from the volatile 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
where 400 Jews live amid 
120,000 Palestinians, remains 
tbe main obstacle ro reaching 
an accord on tbe next phase 
of self-rule. 

According to Arafat advi- 
sor Nabil Abu Rudeina, the 
PLO leader wants a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to unblock 
negotiations on extending 
Palestinian autonomy across 
the West Bank. 

“The meeting in Taba 
could serve to prepare a 
meeting between President 
Arafat and Prime Minister 
Rabin to settle the unre- 
solved issues and see if Israel 
is serious about reaching an 
agreement before Sept. 24,” 
Mr. Rndeina said. 

He added that the ‘ PLO 
was ready to soften its posi- 
tion and accept a gradual 
Israeli withdrawal from Heb- 
ron over three months. 

“What had been signed m 
Washington and Cairo is 
dear — withdrawal from all 
populated areas before tbe 
(Palestinian) elections,” Mr. 
Arafat said in Gaza. 

"This means. from cities, 
towns, villages, refugee 
camps and hamlets. And yon 
know, Hebron is one of the’ 
very important cities in the 
West Bank/’ Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Jewish settlers threw eggs 
at Israeli peace activists who 
came to Hebron on Tuesday 
to show solidarity with a 
Palestinian girls school 
stormed by settlers, witnesses 
said. 

Arab students defiantly 
raised two Palestinian flags at 
the Gordoba school in the 
centre of the West Bank city 
as Israeli left-wing legislator 


Dedj Zucker and some 20 
Peace Now activists looked 
on, the witnesses said. 

Israeli soldiers and police 
escorted the settlers away. It 
was not dear if any of the 
peace activists was hit. 

Settlers stormed the school 
on Sunday and Monday to 
remove a Palestinian flag 
which had been.raised by the 
self-rule Palestinian Author- 
ity when Israel transferred 
control of education to the 
PLO last year. Hebron is still 
under Israeli occupation. 

On Sunday, settlers beat 
the headmistress of the 
school and threw empty bot- 
tles at a student demonstra- 
tion. A municipal spokes- 
woman said at least four girls 
were hurt. 

A Palestinian leader said 
Muslims would never agree, 
to share with the Jews the 
Ibrahixni Mosque in Hebron. 

Hassan Tahbob, the 
Palestinian minister of Isla- 
mic property, said that if the 
Palestinians regained control 
of tbe complex, Jews would 
be allowed to visit but not 
pray. 

Since the occupation of 
Hebron in 1967 when Israel 
seized tbe West Bank, the 
Israelis have set up a synago- 
gue in part of the mosque. 

The siting of the two places 
of worship has led to tensions 
which spilled over into blood- 
shed in February 1994 when a 
Jewish settler gunned down 
at least 30 Muslims at prayer. 

“The Palestinian position 
on the Ibrahimi Mosque and 
the Islamic sites is that no 
Muslim has the right to 
negotiate the status of a mos- 
que. It is not a synagogue," 
Mr. Tahbub told AIT* in 
Jerusalem. 

“We are ready to welcome 
all visitors, but as far as reli- 
gions practices go, this is a 
Muslim site which must be 
reserved for Muslim prac- 
tices." 

Israeli Religious Affairs 
Minister Shimon Shetreet 
said Monday that Israel must 
keep control of the site and 
Rachel’s Tomb in Beth- 
lehem. 

A far-right Jewish extrem- 
ist who emigrated to the Un- 
ited States has returned to 
Israel announcing he plans to 
set up a private militia to 
“protect” settlers in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Mike Guzovsky, who spent 
several years in New York, 
told reporters as he returned 
to Tel Aviv late Monday: 
“Pm back to start a Jewish 
force to protect the settle- 
ments.” 

Mr. Guzovsky was interro- 
gated at Tel Aviv airport for 
several hours by Israel’s 
General Security Service 
(Shin Beth) before being re- 
leased, He said security 
agents confiscated computer 
disks and other material he 
had brought with him. 

Mr. Guzovsky first hit tbe 
headlines two years ago when 
he began organising para- 
military training for Jews in 
New York. He also headed 
the U.S. branch of Kahane 
Chaia, an anti-Arab group 
banned in Israel. 
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OPEC hope of higher output 
ceiling dashed by chronic cheating 


LONDON (R) — The Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) is 
learning the hard way that 
people who live in glass 
houses should hot throw 
stones. 

Chronic quota-busting by 
several of its key members 
has forced the oil producers' 
group to abandon demands 
mat other producers share 
the burden of stabilising 
world oil prices. 

The lack of discipline and 
consistently weak oil prices 
has led most of OPEC to the 
reluctant conclusion that 
there is no room for it to raise 
its output ceiling in 1996, 
senior OPEC delegates* say. 

The delegates, from* va- 
rious influential OPEC mem- 
bers. say that unless prices 
improve substantially OPEC 
will decide at its November 
meeting to maintain the 24.52 
million barrels per day (h/d) 
ceiling for at least the .first 
half of next year. 

“It would not just be stupid 
to raise the ceiling, it would 
be a crime given the cheat- 
ing." a senior OPEC delegate 
said. 

Most OPEC members, in- 
cluding those in the Midest 
Gulf, want to optimise re- 
venue rather than hike out- 
put quotas' and enter a risky 
market share war with top oil 
producers outsidks the group. 

The price of North Sea 
brent is hovering around 
$16.80 a barrel, well below 


the year's peak of S19.38 hit 
on May 1. 

Oil traders and analysts 
warn that any OPEC ceiling 
rise might hit prices bard 
because of market percep- 
tions that the group was 
abandoning its role as re- 
sidual supplier. 

“If they roll over (the ceil- 
ing), prices will strengthen 
since the market is able to 
absorb the current produc- 
tion even with the cheating. 
If they increase, they'll be 
looking at much lower 
prices,’* said Oystein Berent- 
sen, head of crude oil trading 
for Norwegian oil giant Sta- 
toil. 

Venezuela and Nigeria, 
two of the biggest oil produc- 
ers in the 12member OPEC, 
have steadily turned up the 
taps pushing overall OPEC 
output in August to its high- 
est levels in 15 years. 

Accoridng to a Reuters 
survey of industry officials 
and analysts inside and out- 
side OPEC, the group 
pumped more than 25.7 mil- 
lion b/d last month, more 
than one minion b/d above 
the official ceiling in place 
since September 1993. 

The quota violations dam- 
age OPEC's case in trying to 
convince large producers out- 
side the group like Norway 
and Mexico to help shoulder 
the burden of production res- 
traint. 

“What hope have we to 
convince non-OPEC to keep 


produc 
keep o 


ictiOQ down if we cannot 
keep out own house tidy?" a 
Gulf source said. 

Several OPEC delegates 
said when OPEC meets for 
its end-year session on Nov. 
21 in Vienna, there will be no 
repeat of the harshly-worded 
threats it levelled at non- 
OPEC at its last meeting in 
June, 

"“There will be litttle if any 
mention of non-OPEC this 
time. OPEC will not enter a 
war of words nor will there be 
any threats of free for all," a 
senior OPEC Gulf delegate 
said. 

Nor will OEPC lobby other 
producers for help when they 
meet for three days of wide- 
ranging but informal talks on 
broader energy issues later 
this month in Venezuela, the 
sources said. 

“We have all but given op 
hope of any cooperation from 
non-OPEC. One cannot 
forget that many of them are 
net importers so demands for 
them to cut are not realistic.” 
an OPEC delegate said. 

Oil prices fell in June when 
incoming OPEC President 
Erwin Anieta said abandon- 
ing the quota system was one 
option open to OPEC to re- 
gain market share lost over 
tiie past two years. 

Only last week, the Inter- 
national Energy Agency said 
demand for OPEC oil will 
average just 24.8 million b/d 
□ext yeare. well below cur- 


rent output, despite a pre- 
dicted surge of some 1.6 mil- 
lion b/d in overall world oil 
demand. 

At the same time, in- 
creased supplies from the 
North Sea and key Latin 
American producers should 
help boost non-OPEC oil 
supply by a sharp 1.4 million 

The incentive to maintain 
the status quo is fortified by 
the fact heavyweight OPEC 
producer Saudi Arabia is an- 
xious to avoid heated hag- 
gling over increased indi- 
vidual quotas for the sake of 
raising the ceiling a few hun- 
dred thousand barrels per 
day. 

“Everyone will be deman- 
ding a bigger share:.* of the 
ceiling ana to (the Saudis) it 
is not worth the bother. No 
one will benefit," A Gulf 
source said. 

This source argues that the 
Saudis are the only OPEC 
member losing potential mar- 
ket share*' because of the 
OPEC ceiling freeze since it 
is the only member sitting on 
substantial unused capacity. 
Saudi output capacity is ab- 
out two million b/d over its 
eight million b/d OPEC 
quota. 

“The rest of OPEC is pro- 
ducing at or near capacity. 
The rest of the producers 
outside OPEC are producing 
at will so the only one losing 
market is Saudi Arabia," be 
said. 


U.S. trade deficit of $43.6 billion 
is worst performance in history 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hie U.S. trade deficit shot up 
to $43.62 billion for the last 
quarter, the worst perform- 
ance in history. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment reported Tuesday that 
the deficit in the nation's 
current account climbed 11.8 
per cent for the April-June 
quarter from a first-quarter 
deficit of $39.03 billion. 

The soaring trade deficit 
presents a political problem 
for the Clinton administra- 
tion, which has made econo- 
mics a key priority of its 
foreign policy. 

It was the worst showing 
on record, topping the old 
mark of $43.28 billion set in 
the final three months of last 
year. 

The current account is the 
broadest measure of Amer- 
ica's trading performance, 
measuring trade in mercha- 


ndise, services, investment 
flows and a category that 
inclndes America’s foreign 
aid payments. 

Through the first six 
months of this year, the cur- 
rent account deficit Is running 
at an annual rate of $165.24 
billion, well gbove last gear's 
deficit of $151.25 billion. 

The bad news on the cur- 
rent account confirms the 
trend that has been apparent 
in the government's monthly 
trade statistics, which mea- 
sure trade in merchandise 
and services but not the other 
categories. 

America's worsening trade 
performance this year has 
come as something of a sur- 
prise to economists who be- 
lieved that the slowing U.S. 
economy would cut into de- 
mand for foreign goods. 

Some analysts blamed the 
problem on the fact that the 


value of the dollar weakened 
considerably during the first 
half of the year. 

While a weaker dollar nor- 
mally acts to narrow the trade 
deficit over time by making 
U.S. goods cheaper and thus 
more competitive on over- 
seas markets, the immediate 
impact often is to widen the 
deficit as foreign goods go up 
in price more quickly than 
demand for the products de- 
clines. 

President Bill Clinton has 
insisted that the country must 
“compete, not retreat" glo- 
bally and to this end he has 
pushed for trade liberalisa- 
tion through a number of big 
trade agreements such as the 
free trade pact with Mexico 
and a 124-nation global trade 
pact. 

However, administration 
critics contend that this policy 
has been a failure and U.S. 


workers are losing out to a 
flood of imports from cheap- 
er wage countries. 

For the second quarter, the 
deficit in merchandise 
climbed to a record $49.04 
billion, $4.84 billion above 
the first quarter figure. The 
surplus in services was up 
slightly to $15.67 billion. ’ 


Dollar decisively clears 100 yen barrier 


TOKYO (R) — The resur- 
gent dollar finally made a 
decisive jump over the key 
100 yen barrier in Tokyo 
Tuesday and headed for the 
next strategic point. 

The dollar strode con- 
fidently beyond the psycholo- 
gical 100 yen level in early 
morning on buying by over- 
seas funds and mark buying 
for yen through cross trading, 
hitting 100.85 yen m late 
afternoon, its highest level in 
Tokyo since January. 

“Overseas funds’ buying 
and yen-selling across the 
board were the main driving 
force,” said a U.K. bank 
dealer in Tokyo. 

Dealers in Tokyo said the 
dollar would challenge 101 
yen soon as selling pressure 
by Japanese exporters was 
receding. This would make it 
possible for the dollar to 
break through this year’s high 
of around 101.40 yen, which 
was. marked on Jan. 4. 

The 100 yen level appeared 


an easy goal for the U.S. 
currency last Friday, when 
Japan’s central bank slashed 
its already record-low key 
lending rate m half to 025 per 
cent arid followed up with 
ressive dollar-buying, 
i some dealers estimated 
totalled $5 billion for the day. 

But the dollar’s rally had 
lost steam by Monday as the 
market was disappointed at a 
lack of coordinated interven- 
tion by other international 
monetary authorities. 

Some Tokyo dealers attri- 
buted Tuesday’s dollar rally 
to market talk that a high- 
ranking Japanese finance 
ministiy official, in a meeting 
vrith bank dealers on Mon- 
day, implied he was looking 
for the dollar to strengthen 
more. 

Although the dollar failed 
to reachlOl yen in Tokyo, its 
downside appeared quite 
solid. Cash-rich individuals 
were seen to be enthusiastic 


about buying the Australian 
dollar and the German mark 
through securities houses, 
which limited the U.S. cur- 
rency’s foils against the yen. 

“Individuals’ foreign bona 
investments without currency 
hedging (against risks of dol- 
lar falls) has been increas- 
ing," said a dealer at a 
Japanese securities house in 
Tokyo. 

“High-yielding financial 
products which individuals 
took up five years or so ago 
are maturing this year, and 
these cash-rich investors are 
hoping to reinvest their 
maturing funds in the foreign 
bonds," he added. 

Yen deposits have become 
an even less attractive option 
for these funds, because local 
interest rates have fallen 
following the discount 
rate cut. 

A bond manager estimated 
that individuals’ foreign bond 
investment in Tokyo had 


totalled one trillion yen in the 
past month, much more than 
buying by institutional inves- 
tors. 

The German mark also ' 
rose on buying by U.S. funds } 
and Japanese investors, hit- * 
ting the 6S yen level for the • 
first time since May 1993. ; 
The mark stood at 68.18/21 
yen at 0809 GMT against . 
around 67.85 yen at its close* 
in New York. 

Dealers attributed the 
mark buying to investors' de- 
mand for mark-denominated 
bonds carrying higher in- 
terest rates than those on yen 
bonds. Investors were enthu- 
siastic about an issue of.- 
maxk-denominated bonds by 
the World Bank, they said. 

An official at the World 
Bank's Tokyo branch said 1 
terms on the bond have not 
been set, but the issue 
volume was expected to be 
between two billion and three 
billion marks. 


Money becomes the final 
battlefield at women’s conference 


BEUING (AFP) — U.N. 
states carved their way 
through disputed text at the 
World Women’s Conference 
Tuesday, but remained 
sharply divided over a core 
issue: How to pay for their 
charter's finely-worded com- 
mitments. 

While agreement on paper, 
is expected Thursday on the 
cornerstone Platform for Ac- 
tion, delegates from de- 
veloped and developing na- 
tions — as well as within 
these blocs — Tuesday still 
fought over sections on finan- 
cial resources. 

The dispute centres on 
efforts by the G-77 group of 
poorer nations -to make 
aonor countries' provision of 
“new and additional" re- 
sources ft condition for im- 
plementing the document. 

The Platform, due to be 
adopted on the conference's 
final day Friday, is a huge 
document, with recom- 
mendations ranging over 
health to legal reforms and 


micro-economic measures. 

“The 0-77*3 moves are 
turning the Platform into a 
U.N. pledging document 
focusing on developing na- 
tions rather than a commit- 
ment to improve the status of 
women globally,” com- 
plained one European diplo- 
mat. 

A European Union (EU) 
delegate recognised the need 
of many developing countries 
for aid, but said his .team 
would refuse wording that 
focused only on boosting 
these funds yet failed to stress 
■reallocation of existing re- 
sources and the need to make 
-full use of capital markets. 

“The debate should be put 
in its proper context and not 
simply be a matter of more 
money from the North.” he 
said, adding that the extreme 


views of the United States on 
one side and African nations 
on the other would be diffi- 
cult to reconcile. 

Norwegian delegate Asb- 
jom Mathisen, whose coun- 
try is committed to maintain- 
ing aid at least at existing 
levels, voiced concern at the 
position of the United States, 
where efforts to cut the 
budget deficit will trigger a 
sharp fall in overseas assist- 
ance in coming years. 

“Norway and the EU are 
ready to use the same lan- 
guage as at (previous U.N. 
conferences) in Cairo and 
Copenhagen... but the 
Americans want language 
that is not so tied to money or 
resources," he said. 

Instead, the U.S. delega-. 
tion is pushing a radical view 
that rich nations should stop. 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Artist Chagall 
5 Gynt" 

9 Strikebreaker 

13 Washington 
office 

14 Pianist Victor 

15 Toodle-oo 

16 Ms. Minnelli 

17 Cross 

19 In a future time 

21 Portents 

22 Cattle, old style 

23 Humans 
25 Delighted. 

29 Covered with 
climbers 

30 End of SASE 

35 Slender 

36 Mudvifle star 

38 Part ol AFL: 

. abbr. 

39 Known by only a 
few 

41 Doubleday 

42 Newspaper 
section 

45 Jostles 

48 Western 
Samoan capital 

49 Bobbin 

50 Stage exit 
54 Guffaw 

57 Cry of dismay 

58 Fruit drinks 

59 Slugger Hank 

60 Tushingham or 
Gam 

61 Turndown 

62 Chatters 

63 Erelong 

DOWN 

1 Espionage 
agent 

2 Tel — 

3 Demolish 

4 "Daily Planer 
reporter 

5 Served tea 

6 Art deco name 

7 Freudian tertp. 

8 Man in the ring, 
briefly 

9 Baffle 

10 Desert beast 

11 Make amends 


1 

2 

3 

4 

13 




16 




19 





25 

26 

27 


2S - 




35~ 




39 





54 


58 
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12 Ingots 
14 Daniel or Pat 
18 Philosopher and 
- physicist 
20 Clement 

23 Conifer 

24 Deadly sin 

25 Floor square 

26 Composer 
’ Charles 

27 Farewell, in 

■ Pore nee 

26 Joe of 

"GoodfeHas" 

31 Canadian dogs 

32 Present prefix 

33 Bird call 

34 Fouls up 

36 Boast 

37 Sights targets 
AO. School, for Jules 
41 “Take — from 

me" 

43 Freight loads: 
var. 

44 Cooperstown’s 

Warren 



Yesterday’s puzzle strived: 



45 Lyric poem 

46 Sophia of 
- movies 

47 Domineering 

49 Food fish 

50 Ankara native 


51 University in 
Athens 

52 Aware of 

53 Horse hue- 

55 — into (attack) 

56 Drivers' org. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


Your breath 
smells like you've 
been sucking on 
your socks! 


1 stepped on 
a lollipop and it 
was a shame 
to waste it! 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
I® by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Glddyapl 

\ 



3 

HH 


m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

• 

1 


9 


□ 

POTVI 

n 



r 

■ 

H 

MR 

ft 



YESANU 


HftftB 

r ' 


YURF! 

D 
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THE COWPC'/’S 
HOPSE IMPULSIVELY 
REA CTeP TO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ™ 1 1 ITT THE [J IIII1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jen* 1 ®: ARDOR LANKY METRIC HAGGLE 
I Answer What they had when he won S 1,000 — 

A 'GRAND' TIME 


Peanuts 


^ I WAS \ 


A KNOW YOU GO\ 

ON SOME MAPS IT'S 

WONDERING 

<£> 

1 3Y THE COLORS J 

ORANGE, AND ON 

IF YOU COULD 
FLY ME TO 


\6n the ma f_/ 

OTHERS IT’S GREEN.. 

MONTANA^ 

n 





Andy Capp 



( EXCUSE \ 

HE SPENDS 
■ SO MUCH < 
r TIME IN THIS 
. PLACE HE 
L THINKS HE . 

rottwtM 


* WntfNAmjNIl hCfO* 








U 

mm 




Mutt’nMeff 


WAITER, ru. HAVE CHICKEN/ 
BUT I DON'T WANT ANyOLO 
TDUfiH HEN/ IT'S GOT 1© BE 
>©UNG AND TENDER/ 



IT'LL BE BORN ANY 11 



vainly increasing assistance 
flows and instead promote 
more sustainable strategies 
for Third World develop- 
ment. 

“We are kidding ourselves 
about the role of bilateral 
assistance," said U.S. dele- 
gate Melinda ^Cimble. "I 
don't believe any small coun- 
try in Africa is going to have 
social development financed 
by aid flows — it's not sus- 
tainable even if it was dou- 
bled.” 

Ms. Kimble said discus- 
sions here should be about ^ 
how to use available govern- - 
ment and, more importantly, : 
private resources “to unleash . 
the potential of women and 
men everywhere.’’ 

“We have to find a way to A 
empower communities to 
solve their own problems.". ’ 
she said, calling for money to - 
be targetted directly at peo- 
ple rather than through gov- 
ernments. ’ */ 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter ■. 
Astrological Foundation ? • 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Give more attention to 
what you know will please 
those who dwell with you, 
and show you are devoted. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May ' 

20) Let usual partners be *_ 

more aware of your loyalty 
and devotion to them and 'l 
become more successful 
thereby. ; 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Find the right way to „» 

improve real estate and other * . 
possessions you may have. •; 
Study investments before you . * 
shell out any money. , , 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You arise with * 
a happy feeling and can make 
engagements which are very 
pleasing. Be with friends to- 
day. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

This is a good day to contact : .: t ^ 
the object of your affections - 
and get good results, though 
this was difficult to do before ‘ . ^ 
today. .* 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are 
bright and joyful today and • ' 
should contact those persons . - 
you feel very compatible. 
Wear the right kind of 
clothes. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get into the 
world of activities early today 
and you can make much " 
headway with your talents. ’ 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be alert to 
new conditions which can be 
very helpful to you later to- 
day- Listen to those with 
different ideas. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You 
today understand how you 
can be more efficient at your - ■ ’ 
tasks and gain greater be- 
nefits, so foil speed ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 

to January 20) Don’t be so *" 
bogged down with the prac- ! 
Deal today that you pay little 
heed to the needs of a part- 
ner, H 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to ' 
February 19) Plan how to get 

your dunes handled more in- 

telhgeutly and then you can 

. pr °gress. Get out ■* 
soctally this evening. 

(February 20 to 
Match 20) This is a good day 
for enjoying recreation which 
most pleases you. You have 
opportunity to impress 
1 others with your talents. 

Birthsrone of September: 
Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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A review 
of economic news 
tom. the Arabic press 
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Dinar coin , 
JD 50 bill 
seen linked 
to market 
requirement , 
price rises 


☆☆ CONTRARY TO pre- 
vailing beliefs, it is more ex- 
pensive to mint a dinar coin 
than to print a banknote, 
economist and former minis- 
ter Jawad Anani explained in 
commenting on Central Bank 
plans to issue dinar coins and 
introduce JD 50 bank notes. 
He said that the usage of the 
dinar banknote was very high 
necessitating continuous re- 
placement and discarding and 
that required much effort at 
the commercial banks and 
the Central Bank. Accor- 
dingly, changing a currency 
from a highly erosive type to 
another not erosive type 
would be a feasible process 
that should be carried out. 
Dr. Anani said. He viewed 
the planned introduction of a 
JD 50 banknote as being a 
response tp market demands, 
noting that Jordanians still 
made their payments in cash, 
using cheques and credit 
cards on a limited scale. Dr. 
Anani indicated that cash in 
circulation in Jordan, the 
West Bank and Gaza has 
sharply gone up recently 
reaching JD 1,100 million 
.whereas when the JD 20 
banknote was introduced, die 
money in circulation was one- 
fifth of that amount. 

, Marwan Awad t general, 
manager ot the . Middle East 
Investment Batik, stressed 
that there was definitely no 
relation whatsoever between 
changing the form of a cur- 
rency or issuing larger de- 
nominations ana the inten- 
tion of any central bank to 
devalue a currency. He 
pointed out that higher prices 
and cost of living ana the 
extensive usage of money ne- 
cessitates issuing higher de- 
nominations. However, Mr. 
Awad cautioned that bank- 
notes of high denominations 
usually encourage forgery 
attempts. But, he said, by 
changing specifications every 
seven to eight years, the 
chances for forgeries become 
less. The banker pointed out 
that increases in prices re- 
duce the value of money and, 
as such, the need for coin 
money for easy circulation 
becomes justified. 

Wasef Azar, general mana- 
ger of the Business Bank, 
said the Central Bank was 
aiming at easier financial 
dealings between individuals 
and traders and he denied 
rumours that coin money or a 
higher banknote denomina- 
tion has anything to do with 
currency devaluation. Mr. 
Azar noted that there was a 
■$.000 banknote in the Tjn- 
-«d States despite its very 
small circulation. He said 
that people in Jordan deal in 
cash on a wide scale with 
some carying thousands of 
rfinars and, by introducing a 
JD 50 banknote, it would 
become easier for those peo- 
ple to handle their dealings. 
“We hope that they (people) 
would change this habit of 
“nyfng cash and start deal- 
ing with banks and using cre- 
dit cards and cheques,” he 
added. 

Ouhafa Mahasneh. a finan- 
c,a l analyst, said the 
announcement of a dinar coin 
has come too early and cre- 
ated a state of anxiety and 
mistrust to the man in the 
despite the fact that all 
indicators point to a strong 
wonooiy and a healthy fore- 
tgn exchange reserves. 

Hani Saudi, a moneychan- 
ger, said that as a result of the 
^fusion caused by the Cen- 
to! Bank’s plans for a JD 50 
®™*note the dollar surged 
«n Sunday rising by three to 

’■iFt.® 1 above ^ntol 
•'J™ rat *> The market rate 
a margin of three to 

nr fit Monday. Mr. Saudi 
everything was normal 
saw no justification to 
ha»u a high-denomination 
Wfltaote as such a measure 

infiail^ means the presence of 
EK or large money in 
in the market (Al 


Mitsubishi quits 
Rockefeller Centre 


NEW YORK (AP) - The 
Japanese company that con- 
trols Rockefeller Centre 
abandoned its stake Tuesday 
under a deal that would 
transfer title of the famed 
office complex to a high- 
profile American investment 
troika. 

If successful, the deal 
would end the centre’s four- 
month odyssey in bankruptcy 
court and mark' the most 
striking retreat by a major 
Japanese company from an 
American investment. 

It also would spell the end 
of any ownership role by the 
Rockefeller family, a dynasty 
of American capitalism that 
made the 12-building mid- 
town Manhattan landmark an 
icon of power and prestige. 

Poised to take over is a 
group led by investor Samuel 
Zell, who has built a fortune 
by acquiring distressed real 
estate; General Electric Co. 
(G.E.) and its National 
Broadcasting Co. (NBC) sub- 
sidiary and the Walt Disney 
Co. 

Rockefeller Group Inc., 
controlled by Mitsubishi 
Estate Co., announced a plan 
to surrender the art deco 
property to Rockefeller Cen- 
tre Properties Inc..' the trust 
that holds its SI. 3 billion 
mortgage. 

‘Tt's a little bit surprising 
that it's come to this, that 
they’re willing to walk away 
without slogging it a little 
further through the bank- 
ruptcy,” said Wayne Teetsel. 
an analyst at BDS Securities 
Corp. in New York, a 


brokerage firm. 

Rockefeller centre Prop- 
erties Inc. said Tuesday it 
signed an agreement with the 
group led by Mr. Zell. The 
Zell group would invest S25U 
million in the property. The 
new venture would' seek 
bankruptcy court approval to 
take title/ 

G.E. and NBC. among the 
most famous tenants of the 
centre, reached an agreement 
in principle to join the Zell 
investment group, said a 
statement by Rockefeller 
.Centre Properties. Disney 
earlier said it wants to partici- 
pate. 

Meantime. Rockefeller 
Centre Properties said that' in 
light of the uncertainties sur- 
rounding the bankruptcy 
court proceedings, it is sus- 
pending divided payments for 
the third quarter. 

The swirl of announce- 
ments c&me as a bankruptcy 
court hearing convened on 
the property’s future. 

“The transaction would 
permit us to restore the finan- 
cial health of Rockefeller 
centre by reducing Tts- debt 
load and strengthening its 
capital structure/” said Peter 
Linneman. chairman of 
Rockefeller Centre Prop- 
erties. 

Japanese companies in- 
cluding Mitsubishi invested 
huge sums in real estate dur- 
ing the I9S0s. when prices 
were high and affluent inves- 
tors from Japan were pouring 
money into everything from 
Hollywood studios to Amer- 
ican golf courses. 
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Omani stocks seen spiralling up by year-end 


DUBAI (R) — Solid half- 
year results are set to send 
Omani stocks spiralling sky- 
wards in the next few months 
as investors plough back into 
shares after long summer 
holidays, analysts have said. 

“I see the index at 165 or 
166 by year-end." represent- 
ing an increase of almost 
eight peF cent, an investment 
analyst at brokerage Al Ahiia 
Portfolio Securities Co. in 
Muscat said. 

The index, started in July 
1990 at 100 points, is now 
around 153, after moving up 
a meagre two points since 
January. 

Analysts based their up- 
beat predictions on a solid set 
of half-year results, which 
have only recently been re- 
leased. 

“About 15 companies have 
reported their half-year ba- 
lance sheets, which are much 
better than last year.” said 
Wait'd Nasser, general mana- 
ger at Financial Services Co. 

**I expect volume and 
prices to move up sharply by 
end-September because some 
results were very good.” said 
a broker. 

Mahmoud Al Jarwani, the 
exchange’s executive presi- 
dent, said most first-half re- 
sults released .so far showed 
increases in profitability of 
more than 15 per cent. “I feel 
"it is good." 


Bank and insurance com- 
pany profits were particularly 
robust. Many banks had re- 
cently tightened lending rules 
and improved their loan col- 
lection procedures, which 
helped lift profits. 

Apart from a higher index, 
dealers also expect to see 
continued price strength of 
those shares — in particular 
new shares — which are not 
included in the index. 

New companies are first 
listed on the so-called parallel 
market and can only be reg- 
istered on the main bourse 
after two years of profits. 
Loss-making companies on 
the main market are moved 
back to the parallel market 
until they return to profit. 

There are currently 84 
feted stocks, of which 49 are 
on the regular market. The 
index is made up of about 40 
shares. 

Brokers said demand for 
new issues was strong. 
“Many new shares, issued in 
the past year, are trading 
about 20 per cent above their 
par values, while shares of 
companies that have been 
established for some time are 
already quite high,” one said. 

Mr. Jarwani said new 
issues would negatively affect 
the index in the short term as 
investors liquidated stocks to 
fund purchases of new 
shares. ‘They will put more 


pressure on our index be- 
cause some money will come 
from the secondary to the 
primary market.” 

But longer term, new 
issues — including two new 
mutual funds and two soon- 
to-be-privatised sewage 
plants would be beneficial. 
“They will add more depth to 
the market,” he said. 

Oman has an active priva- 
tisation programme and is 
riding the wave sweeping 
across the Gulf to lessen de- 
pendence on oil. 


The Muscat market is the 
most open of all Gulf 
bourses, with liberal foreign 
ownership rules. Earlier this 
year it started implementing 
cross-listing with nearby 
Bahrain. 

Mr. Jarwani put foreign 
investment at 24 per cent of 
the market's 1.2 billion rials 
(S3 billion capitalisation 
adding that most foreigners 
invest in the market through 
mutual funds. Brokers see a 
continuation of this prefer- 
ence among foreigners. 


Average daily turnover in 
the first half of this year rose 
to 227,000 shares in an aver- 
age 100 deals from 493,000 
snares in 41 contracts in the 
first half of 1994. 

"We are the cheapest mar- 
ket in the Middle East," Mr. 
Jarwani said, adding that the 
market's price-earnings ratio 
— the prices of srocks divided 
by their per-share earnings, 
and the lower the better — 
was around 11, below those 
of many other emerging mar- 
kets. 


Kymmene and Repola 
form world paper giant 


HELSINKI (AFP) — Finnish 
paper and forestry groups 
Kymmene and Repola de- 
cided Monday to merge their 
activities, creating one of the 
world's biggest forestry op- 
erations and the second such 
force in Finland within a few 
months. 

.The new company, which 
is to incorporate a Repola 
subsidiary. United Paper 
Mills and is to be known as 
UPM-Kymmene, would have 
estimated annual sales of 45 
billion Finnish marks (S10.5 
billion) and would employ 
32,000 people. « 

“In terms of net sales, the 
group will be the biggest fore- 
stry operation in Europe and 
one of the biggest in the 
world," the two companies, 
which have recently experi- 
ence a profit boom, said in a 
statement. 

"Paper production by 
UPM-Kymmene will exceed 
seven million tonnes per 
year.” The companies, 
together, owned 900,000 hec- 
tares (2.2 million acres) of 
forest and they would pool 
their production operations. 

The agreement is to be put 
to shareholders during the 
autumn and would take effect 


in May 1996. 

Under the deal, sharehol- 
ders of Repola would be able 
to exchange five of their 
shares for seven in the new 
entity. 

Shareholders of Repola 
would be able to exchange 
each share for one new share. 

The new group is to be- 
come the majority sharehol- 
der, with 73 per cent, of 
Rauma, a subsidiary of Re- 
pola specialising in engineer- 
ing for the wood and paper 
industry. 

For the first four months of 
-this year Repola reported 
that profits before financial 
items had risen by 73 per cent 
to 1.136 billion marks ($264.2 
million). 

Kymmene increased its 
profits by more than fivefold 
in the same period to 902 
million marks ($209.8 mil- 
lion). 

Analysts said that the new 
business would challenge the 
forestry activities of Enso Oy 
which has been formed in 
recent months from the mer- 
ger of the state-owned fore- 
stry groups Enso-Gutzeit and 
Veitsiluoto, creating a major 
Finnish force in the Euro- 
pean industry. 
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COMPANY'S NAH 8 



VALUE PREV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


ARAB SANK Pie 
■JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
BAKE OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOGGING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GOLF BAKE 
JORDAN ISLAMIC SANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT £ FINANCE BANK 
BEIT SLUM, SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR NOOSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


380 

3400 

647 

3250 

1325 

2423 

S50 

1AODD 

2950 

2750 

1D50 

900 

32950 

27SO 


86600 

228.000 

227.750 

IS 282 

4.500 

4.480 

2207 

3.400 

3.420 

3900 

1.210 

1.200 

3285 

2.490 

2.480 

13693 

5.650 

5.650 

1502 

2.750 

2.730 

1834P 

1.130 

1.140 

10974 

3.720 

3.720 

10450 

3.BDD 

3. SOO 

4198 

4.000 

4.000 

3059 

3.300 

3.430 

31689 

.970 

.960 

4400 

1.600 

1.600 


BAN 

K8 SECTOR 

71325 

209579 

INDEX NUMBER) 185.55 
CHANGE S -0.11* 

JORDAN 

INSURANCE 

1000 

3350 

3.3BO 

3-350 

ARABIAN SEAN INSURANCE 

7374 

13457 

1.820 

1.850 

JORDAN 

FRENCH INSURANCE 

1250 

3255 

2.600 

2.620 

JORDAN 

GULF INSURANCE 

5S0 

1540 

2.B20 

2.800 

INS 

UKAKCE SECTOR 

10074 

21602 

INDEX NUMBER: 134.59 


m. n . 




CHANGE 

« -0-12* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

175551 

283767 

1.630 

1.650 

JORDAN HI HER MINERAL 

100 

250 

2. SOO 

2.500 

VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 

4000 

28040 

7.000 

7.010 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

10500 

59330 

5.600 

5.660 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

6550 

17935 

2.070 

2.100 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

46750 

52324 

1.080 

1.130 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

250 

29B 

1.190 

1.190 

MACH INARY EQUIP. RENTING & MAINTENANCE 

250 

175 

.680 

.700 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST fi CDHM3DORB HOTELS 

4980 

11907 

2.380 

2.3B0 

ARAB INTER, for INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 

2450 

7757 

3.160 

3.170 

ZARKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

2550 

’ 3419 

1.330 

1.340 

SERVICES SECTOR 

255931 

465200 

INDEX NUMBER*. 128.17 

, _, 

■■■■■■■ ■ 



CHANGE 

: +0.69* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINKS 
THE AKAS POTASH 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARY 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

ARAB.PAFBR CONVERTING A TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHBMICAL INDUSTRIES 
J ORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIBS 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

RATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHO- CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. & CHEMICALS 
KAMTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

J ORDA N NEW CABLE COKPAXY 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 
UNION CBKKICAL fi VUG ATI ABLE OIL IWDUSTRI 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


SECTOR 


7413 
1800 
150 
81641 
300 
SSO 
5128 
550 
111 
100 
1150 
3550 
1925 
3403.00 
43250 
1000 
307400 
1550 
400 
500 
500 
1000 
2350 
950 
" ' SOO 
b300 
74148 
26600 
14400 
250 

724766 


1062096 


27196 

3.670 

3.670 

5418 

3.000 

3-010 

743 

4.900 

4.950 

769622 

9.400 

9.600 

■ 946 

3.170 

3.160 

4043 

7.350, 

7.350 

25663 

5.010 

5.000 

324S 

5.900 

5.900 

272 

2.500 

2.450 

253 

2.530 

2.530 

2623 

2.330 

2-280 

26270 

7.400 

7.400 

30159 

5.350 

5.270 

234454 

■ .660 

.690 

W201 

1.450 ' 

1.470 

2350 

2.400 

2.350 

127410 

1.160 

1.160 

2985 

1.930 

1.920 

448 

1.150 

1.120 

1675 

3.500 

3.350 

2125 

4.360 

4.250 

4425 

4.450 

4.460 

3293 

1.430 

1-430 

2041 

2.150 

2.150 

880 

1.760 

1-760 

17079 

3.240 

3.270 

149198 

2.030 

2.010 

43953 

1.640 

1.6B0 

19881 

1.370 

1.380 

510 

2.0SQ 

2.040 


1553359 


INDEX NUMBERS US. 88 
CHANCE s *0. 12* 




2249740 


INDEX NUMBERS 156.17 
CHANGE ; +{f.Q2X 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IB PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


226655 

2073BS 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
[bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Offier apartments andi 
villas » 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
l rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

T1.-.B10605, 810609, 81 0520 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling I 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

1 1 bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 

1.3446/56 

Canadian dollar 


1.4750/60 

Deutschemarks 


1.6526/36 

Dutch guilders 


1.2076/86 

Swiss francs 


30.33/37 

Belgian francs 


5.0984/34 

French francs 


1615.0/6.0 

Italian lire 


100.83/93 

Japanese yen 


7.0810/10 

Swedish crowns 


6.4400/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7060/10 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5520/30 


One ounce of gold 

£382.80/383.20 



DOLLAR 


RE NT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shnieisani 
Tel: 693399 



AVIS 

RENTACAR 



AbduUah Gardens 
Tel. 699420 . 
816499 


For Rent 


^ Deluxe Furnished 

c c 

Sand Unfurnished £ 

k. u 

^Villas apartments £ 


a 


Band office Space 

GC 

oTo Suit all Budgets f p| 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 





Quality Furnished Suites 


Orn and Two Bedrooms 
i Rates For 



5th Circle - 692672 


YES U CAN 
TURINO ! ! 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Self * Noyrtol 



J 
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Hopes fade for Tunisia’s 
Tarajji after shock home defeat 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Holders Tarajji suffered a 
surprise home defeat by 
Ismailia in the African Cham- 
pions' Cup quarter-finals at 
the weekend, leaving the 
Tunisians with little hope of 


retaining the title. 

Egyptian Magdi Al Sayad 
scored the only goal with 12 
minutes left at Al Menzah 
Stadium in Tunisia and 1969 
champions Ismailia need only 
a draw at home later this 


African Champions’ Cup 
Quarter-finals, first leg 

Tarajji, Tunisia (holders) 
0, Ismailia, Egypt 1 
Abusai Goldfields, Ghana 0 
AS EC, Ivory Coast 2 
Mbilinga, Gabon, 2 Orlando 
Pirates, South Africa I 
Express, Uganda Q Dynamos, 
Zimbabwe 1 

Cup-Winners’ Cup 

DC Motema Pembe, Zaire, 
(holders) I Julius Berger, 
Nigeria 0 

Blackpool. Zimbabwe 2 
Young Africans, Tanzania 1 
JS Kabylie, Algeria 3 Hearts 
of Oak, Ghana 1 


Maxaquene, Mozambique 
bye. As Marsa, Tunisia, with- 
drew 

CAF Cup 

Etolle du Sahel, Tunisia 3 
Ferrioviairo, Mozambique 0 
Malindi, Tanzania 0 Agaza, 
Togo 0 

Played September 3 

Djotiba, Mali 0 Inter Club, 
Congo 2 

As ante Kotoko, Ghana 2 
Kaloum Stars, Guinea 2 

Second Leg: September 
22-24. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedroom apartment, deluxe furniture, 2 
bathrooms, modern kitchen, dining room, spacy 
salon, 2 terraces, over looking Amman, 
telephone, TV, video & satellite, central heating, 
no water problem. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, safe & quiet 
residential area, near Al Khalidi Hospital. 

Call Tel: 632755, 641345 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


TO LET, GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 

In Shmeisani area, behind 
Marriott Hotel, 250 sq.m, 
area, 3- bedrooms, guest 
room, dining, sitting room, 
modern kitchen, maid’s 
room, closed garage for 
two cars and open garage 
for three cars, telephone 
and beautiful garden. 

Annual rent JD 6000 

If interested please call 819439 








Plfiy THE BEFORE YOU-BRUSH 
■ PLAQUE REMOVER 


Plax is specially formulated 
to loosen plaque and 
tackle the bacteria which 
cause plaque. Its long 
lasting formula helps to 
protect teeth from the 
return of plaque for 12 
hours. 

Rinse with plax before 
brushing to make your 
tooth brushing more 
effective. 

Plax is approved by the 
British dental association 
for the removal of plaque. 


Plax by Colpate-Palmalive 

Price: 500ml JD 4,500 - 250ml JD 2,950 


M. Haddad & Sons Co. " tel. 985720 Zarqa 



month to reach the last four. 

Ivorians ASEC. consi- 
dered the team most likely to 
end a North African 
monopoly of the cup stretch- 
ing back to 1984. emphasised 
their strength with a 2-0 vic- 


mier Pan-African club com- 
petition. Dynamos of Zim- 
babwe defeated Express 1-0 
Uganda through a 77th- 
minute penalty converted by 
veteran forward Moses 
Chunga. 


AFRICAN SOCCER 


toxy in Ghana over Abuasi 
Goldfields.. 

Nigerian Akim Ogunlade 
and Congolese Flore nt Balo- 
ki were on traget in the open- 
ing half of the Abidjan club, 
attempting to become the 
first champions from Ivory 
Coast since Stade Abidjan in 
1966. 

On a wonderful weekend 
for visiting sides in the pre- 


Mbilinga were the only 
home winners, defeating 
newcomers Orlando Pirates 
of South Africa 2-1 in Gabon 
through a last-minute goal 
from Jones Ogandaga, his 
fourth of the competition. 

Cup- Winners’ Cup holders 
Daring Club Motemba 
Pembe battled to break down 
Nigerians Julius Berger in 
Kinshasa. 


Gronnd Soot, 22Qm z , big garden ,pi^ 

two bedrooms , two bathrooms Jritchen, spacious salooD^ittmg and 
dinning room. 

For more information call $16841 


FURNISHED / UNFURNISHED FLOOR 

Rent or Sale 

Location: off Mecca St, Um Al Summaq 
Call owner 828099 p.m. 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 

OF OTHER LANGUAGES . 

The “Eanguage Centre at the University of Jordan, 
announces that the Intensive Course in Modem 
Standard Arabic for speakers of other languages 
will commence on September 16, 1995 and will 
last for 1 6 weeks. 

Classes are In the morning, 9:00 - 12:30, Saturday 
- Wednesday. 

Those interested please call at the Language 
Centre for registration or further information. 
Registration begins on Sunday. Sept 10, 1995 
and ends on Saturday Sept 16. 


California 
ttu Dates 

M E D J Q O L 

Now 

Available At 

‘Safeway & Ahlia-Abella 

Come & Enjoy 
The Real Taste 


J.V. PRODUCTS 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 


announces the invitation to tender 
No. 36F/95 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 36F/95 
for the supply ot:- 

Modification of phosphate rock 
handling system by replacing four 
conveyor belts with two tubular 
type conveyor belts at fertilizer 
complex/Aqaba. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 28 September, 1995. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD (15 ) 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday 17 October 1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Will 
NBA’s 
’95 season 
begin 
Nov. 3? 


NEW YORK (AP) — What 
happens after results are 
announced of the NBA play- 
ers’ vote to determine 
whether the players’ union 
will be disbanded could turn 
on who wins and by how 
much. 

The losers are likely to 
challenge the election results, 
erecting legal roadblocks that 
could .delay the opening of 
training camp Oct. 6 and drag 
on past Nov. 3. when the 
season is scheduled to start. 

Votes on decertifying the 
union were to be counted 
publicly by national labour 
reiations'board officials Tues- 
day. Both the union lead- 
ership and the group backing 
decertification, led by NBA 
^tars Michael Jordan and Pat- 
rick Ewing, were confident of 
victory. 

Jordan and Ewing argue 
that players can get a more 
favourable labour agreement 
by dissolving the union and 
pursuing an antitrust lawsuit 
against the league. 

In balloting on Aug. 30 and 
Sept. 7. players cast their 
votes in large numbers. The 
heavy turnout was believed 
to benefit the union. 

A vote for retaining the 
union also is considered a 
vote for a proposed labom 
agreement, many players said 
they cast reluctantly. If the 
union wins the election. 21 of 
the league's 27 player repre- 
sentatives must still formally' 
ratify the new deal Wednes- 
day at a meeting in Chicago. 

On Monday. Jeffrey Kes- 
sler. the lawyer representing 
Jordan. Ewing and other 
players in the decertification 
drive, sent a letter to union 
chief Simon Gourdine. saying 
his group is concerned 
Wednesday’s meeting and 
possible vote "will be another 
rush to judgement that tries 
to avoid, instead of respect, 
the wishes of a - majority of 
players." 

. .'■’This would br£ak ; .the 
promise the union m^... 
that all players would get a 
chance to vote on any prop- 
osed deal." Kessler wrote. 

Gourdine said the union’s 
constitution provided for a 
ratification vote only bv the 
player representatives. ' 

“The proposed collective 
bargaining agreement has 
been in the hands of the 
players since shortly after 
Aug. S." he said. ”We think 
there has been ample oppor- 
tunity for all of the players to 
have full and frank discussion 
of all of the terms of the 
proposed agreement." 

The margin of the victory 
could well determine how the 
player representatives vote. 
In June, they killed a prop- 
osed agreement by tabling a 
vote. 

However, union leaders 
have said they expect the deal 
to be ratified this time. That 
would clear the way for team 
owners to approve the agree- 
ment at a scheduled Sept. 18 
meeting and lift the lockout 
that began July \. 


2nd division baskets d teams 
play crucial matches today 

By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter fln Homentmen lodged a complaint with the 

[AMMAN — Second division basketball jBFas Al Jecl had a \urmouk player on Iheir 

.teams play crucial matches Wednesday on the team. The JBF checked its records and it 

third dav of competition in the 7-team tourna- turned out that a technical miNtaKe at registra- 
ment sponsored bv Opel.. . tion had dropped Al \armouk spider Murad 

While Al Hussein and Gazzet Hashem Abida's name from his team n records 
battle for top place in Group A in Irbid. 


__r . »n 

Homentmen and Karak will hghi it out in 
Group B in Amman to secure qualification to 
thfe second round. 

Only seven teams are taking pan in the 
competition at the end of which only one team 
will be promoted to the first division as the 
Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) is trying 
to reduce the number of teams in the coun- 
try's top division. 

Al Hussein and Homentmen who were 
relegated last year, in addition to Al Yarmouk 
are the top contenders. However. Al Yar- 
Imouk seem to have the edge. Their team has 
prepared well as most of their players are on 


and he thus plaved with A I Jeef despite the 
fact that he was still officially registered with 

Al Yarmouk. 

The JBF decided to replay the match Sept. 
17 and asked both Al Jeel and Yarmouk to 
adhere by rules in the future. 

In otheV matches G.i^et Hashem heat Al 
Ashrafieh 52-50. and Al Hussein heat Al 
Ashrafieh IOU-R7. 

The competing teams are playing the first 
round in two eroups. Group A plays in Irbid 
and includes Gazzet Hashem. Ashrafieh and 
Hussein, while Group B plays in Amman and 
includes Jeel. Karak. Homentmen and Yar- 


r— j-v' — : 

the Under-22 team which had qualified with mouR. . 

the country's top teams — Ahli. Orthodoxi The top teams in each group will play a 
[and Jazireh — to the U-22 final round which knockout second round after which the win- 
was played recently. ners will plav the final match Sept. J.l to 

Accordingly. Al Yarmouk easily beat Al decide the team that will be promoted to the 
Karak 70-48 (41-28) in their first match, while second division. 



Cincinnati Reds second baseman Bret Boone Cincinnati September II. Boone has been one 
pops a bubble prior to his turn at bat against of the Reds most dependable players, making 
the Florida Marlins at Riverfront Stadium in only 2 errors in this season (Reuters photo) 


Anti-fatigue herb to help Chinese divers 


BEIJING (R) — In the 1996 
Olympics, China's divere may 
no longer suffer the effects of 
exhaustion caused by a tight 
schedule, thanks to obscure 
Tibetan herbs, according to a 
southern Chinese newspaper 
seen in Beijing on Tuesday. 

Chen Yiming, chief coach 
of China’s national diving 
team, is mucins op a fatigue- 
relief tonic with extracts from 
Tibetan herbs, Guangzhou’s 
Yangcheng evening news re- 
ported. 

Chen plans to test his po- 
tion on divers in competition 


next May and to begin regu- 
lar use at the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, it said. 

As a diver-turn ed-coach , 
Chen has seen working on his 
own anti-fatigue formula for 
30 years in the belief a swift 
recovery from physical fati- 
gue helps produce the best 
performance. 

Chen visited the tibetan 
capital, Lhasa, in July and 
met traditional Tibetan her- 
balist who introduced him to 
10 herbs believed to have 


properties to relieve exhaus- 
tion, including four to rebuild 
body strength and others to 
ease mental strain. 

Chen reassured the news- 
paper that the herbs con- 
tained no form of stimulant. 

A stream of Chinese 
athletes has tested positive 
for performance -exchanging 
drugs in international com- 
petition in recent years, in- 
cluding seven swimmers ban- 
ned after the 1994 Hiroshima 
Asian Games. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom, one large sitting 
room, one bathroom, central 
heating, big terrace. 

Location: Tla’a Al Ali. 

Tel: 830985 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished 3 bedroom .ground floor 
apartment,. European style furniture + modern 
built-in kitchen + maid’s room + garden + garage + 
independent utilities, telephone line + satellite. 
Located in Um Uthainah, west of Amman. 

Please call Tel: 863117 


SUPER DELUXE 


VILLA FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
LOCATION : AJUSWAFIA 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN NAM HOTSCH 
OiBM Tout* UMU Swwas. me 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*753 
OQ94 
OKQB 
*8432 

WEST 
* KQ 10 4 
9862 
073 

4> Q 109 7 

SOUTH 

* A 
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Opening lead: King of * 

A doctor can’t prescribe a cure 
without being able to diagnose the 
dinase. A bridge player can’t End a 
solution if unaware that a problem 
exist*. 

Unless the opening lead estab- 
lishea a bean trick for the defend- 
er*. slam In clubs and game in dia- 
““““ a F-P*® r t? depend on a 3-2 
dub break. North -South did well to 
stop in the latter. When NorLh 
showed little outside the diamond 


THE CAREFUL SHALL PREVAIL 
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P« 


Pan 

Pan 


suit. South decided that disovtion 
was the better part of valor. 

West led the king of spades, and 
it did not require a Bridge genius to 
realize that, as long as clubs were 
3-2 or West held the Ki n g of hearts, 
the contract was unbeatable- There- 
fore, declarer set out to see if a 4-1 
Club split could be neutralized. No 
sure way was available, but South 
spotted an interesting possibility. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
band. led a middle trump to the 
king and ruffed a spade. Another 
trump to the queen drew both out- 
standing fangs while providing an 
entry to niff the last spade high. 
Now declarer exited with a low 
cJubl 

We would like to say that, sitting I 
West, we would have shot up with J 
the queen — a 'crocodile coup' — * 
and swallowed partner's jack. TVuth 
to tell, however, we would ta-re fol- 
lowed low. as did West, and East 
was endplayed. 

A spade return would yield a rufT- 
Sluff, BO East was forced to return a 
heart. Declarer ducked that and. 
whether or not West held the king, 
tne contract was secure — aittw the 
*!• wo l i ^ w * n °r furnish a dis- 
«rd tor declarer's remaining low 
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PHILADELPHIA 

Melanie Griffith & Ed 
Harris ... in 

MILK 

MONEY 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15, 830. 1030 . 
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Bruce Willis 
in 

Die Hard III 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 630. 830, 1 030 
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CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 
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notice 


j Nabll & Kishaui's Td:625 

AHLAN THEATR 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’] 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows Start at 8:30 p.m. 

VW 1 ** P lease caJ 

tel. 625155 Amman 



PROFESS GRAPHICS'. 


Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 35, 1995 



Courier, Sampras in Kooyong Classic 

MELBOURNE (AFP) — U.S. Open semi- 
finalist Jim Courier will play in the Kooyong 
Tennis Classic, the lead-up event to the 
January 1996 Australian Open, organisers 
said Tuesday. Courier, who lost to eventual 
U.S. Open champion Pete Sampras at' 
Flushing Meadow, joins Sampras and world 
No. 1 Andre Agassi in die eight-man round- 
robin event from January 10-13. Other play- 
ers already contracted indude Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov, Michael Stich, Wayne Ferreira and 
Stefan Ed berg. The last place in the tourna- 
ment will be nlled by either Boris Becker, Last 
u^s winner Michael Chang or Australian 
trick Rafter. The Australian Open, next 
year’s opening Grand Slam tournament, gets 
under way at Flinders Park on January 15. 

Mandela invited to WBO bout 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — President Nel- 
son Mandela was Monday invited to Glasgow 
to watch South Africa's Jacob “Baby Jake” 
Madala challenge Scotland's Paul Weir for 
the WBO world junior flyweight crown. Tbe 
November 18 bout, billed as the Battle of the 
“Little Big Men,." is expected to be fought 
before a sellout crowd at the 7,000-sear Kelvin 
Hall. Mandela, a keen amateur boxer in his 
youth and one pf Matlata’s most prominent 
fans, had been invited to the match, Scottish 
promoter Tommy Gihnour said. Mandela's 
office has not yet decided whether to accept 
the invitation. Mat! ala earned a name for 
himself in Glasgow when he beat Scottish 
hero Pat Clinton for the WBO flyweight title 
in May 1993. 

100 people Injured in soccer riot 

DHAKA (AP) — Police fired robber bullets 
and tear gas shells to quell thousands of 
rioting soccer fans m a northern Bangladesh 
village, injuring at least 100 people, news 
reports said Monday. About 3,000 fans from 
two. local rival clubs fought each other with 
rocks and sticks on Sunday at Thakrakona 
Village in Netrokona district, 80 miles (128 
kilometres)- north of Dhaka. The fighting, 
erupted after a controversial foul decision 
during a game between Barhatta school team 
and Netrokona district team. The match 
ended in a 1-1 draw, Dhaka's Inqilab news- 
paper reported. Although Bangladesh's 
national team rarely qualifies for international 
events, soccer remains a popular game in tbe 
country. 

British driver dies of injuries 

BERLIN (AP) — British driver Keith Odor 
died Monday of injuries suffered when bis 
Nissan was hit broadside by a car travelling 
190 kilometres per hour (120 miles per hour; 
during Sunday's Super Touring car race on 
the Avus Course in Berlin. The crash and 
Odor's death raised anew serious questions 
about using an improvised race course on tbe 
autobahn for such high-speed driving. Mayor 
Eberhard Diepgen said there should be a 
thorough investigation before ruling on future 
races on the Avus, as the stretch of the 


autobahn is called. Odor's car appeared to be 
out of control as it came out of a curve. It 
grazed a barrier on the left side of the course, 
spun and hit the barrier on the right side. Tbe 
car was almost stopped in tbe middle of the 
track when an Audi driven by Frank Biela of 
Germany smashed into it at top speed, strik- 
ing directly into tbe driver's sjde of the 
Nissan. Rescuers took a half-hour to cut Odor 
out of the wreckage, and he was flown to tbe 
university clinic where he died of head in- 
juries early Monday. 

Tyson reaches settlement agreement 

NEWARK (AP) — Former , heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson has reached a settle- 
ment agreement with a woman who accused 
him of sexual assault, his attorney said Tues- 
day. The settlement means Tyson would not 
have to intemipt-his training m Las Vegas to 
appear in court Tuesday, when the dvil trial 
was to begin. His accuser, Phyliss Polaner, 
former publicist for Tyson's ex-wife, and 
Tyson’s attorneys agreed on a settlement 
Monday night, said John Trombadore, his 
New Jersey attorney. “The case is dosed. 
Mike is in training for his next fight and is very 
focused on staying on track,” Trombadore 
said. Polaner filed the dvil suit against Tyson 
on Aug. 17, 1990, accusing the boxer of 
sexually assaulting her, beating her and thre- 
atening to loll her at different times during 
1988. Polaner was working for Tyson’s then- 
wife, actress Robin Givens, at the time. 

Ferreira advances in Bordeaux tennis 

BORDEAUX (AP) — Defending champion 
Wayne Ferreira of South Africa advanced to 
the second round of the $400,000 passing shot 
tennis tournament Monday by defeating 
Dutchman Sjeng Schalken, 6-3, 6-4. Ferreira, 
seeded second, had a tough time winning last 
year. Due to rain throughout the first five 
days, Ferreira had to win four matches in 30 
hours over the final weekend to take the title. 
In other first round matches, Dirk Norman 
defeated Belgian compatriot, Kris Goossens, 
7-6 (7-3), 6-3; Jason Stoltenberg of Australia 
ousted French wild card, Olivier Muds, 6-2, 
6-2; greg Rusedski the former Canadian now 
playing for Britain, topped American Jim 
Grabb, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 and former finalist in 
Bordeaux, Ronald Agenor of Haiti, elimin- 
ated Cristiano Caretti of Italy, 6-2, 7-5. 

Leeds pair in injury scare 

LEEDS (AFP) — Leeds go to Monaco for 
Wednesday’s UEFA Cup tie with doubts over 
Gary Kelly with an ankle injury and Carlton 
Palmer with an injury to his foot sustained 
when Leeds lost their unbeaten record at 
Tottenham on Saturday. Although they join 
the trip to the Principality a late decision win 
be made on their fitness. Manager Howard 
Wilkinson is hoping both will be fit in time, 
though winger Rod Wallace is again ruled out 
following a shin operation. David White, who 
deputised at White Hart Lane, is again 
expected to fill in on the right flank. Wilkin- 
son said: “I am hoping Carlton and Gary trill 
recover In time but it is too early to be sure. I 
just hope the players respond to Saturtfirjfts 
defeat in a positive manner against Monaco." 


Sanders 
signs with 
Cowboys 
for $35m 

DALLAS (R) — The Dallas 
Cowboys made it official on 
Monday, formally announc- 
ing the signing of star corner- 
back Deion Sanders to a 
seven-year. $35 million con- 
tract that includes a $13 mil- 
lion signing bonus. 

Appearing ai a news con- 
ference in Texas Stadium. 
Sanders, wearing a Cowboys 
baseball cap and a blue pin- 
striped suit, suggested he 
could have gotten more 
money from another team, 
“but I truely want to be a 
Dallas Cowboy.” 

The contract with the 28- 
year-old Sanders — who will 
be the second-highest player 
on the team — has a viodable 
clause of five years at $25 
million at rhe team's discre- 
tion. the Cowboys said. 

Sanders, who is also a pro- 
fessional baseball player with 
the San Francisco Giants, 
had also been courted by the 
San Francisco 49ers and De- 
nver Broncos. 

He said, ‘'this wasn't a 
decision just based on fi- 
nances.” and suggested he 
was in Texas for the duration 
of his career. 

The Cowboys, who pur- 
sued Sanders heatedly 
'through drawn-out negotia- 
tions. are convinced he will 
help them win the Super 
Bowl in January. However, 
the high price tag for a part- 
time football player currently 
nursing a bad ankle has been 
the subject of hot debate 

Cowboys' coach Barry 
Switzer said the signing of 
Sanders — the 1994 National 
Football League defensive 
player of the year with the 
Super Bowl champion 49ers 
— was something *Tve 
dreamed about for several 
weeks now.” 

* “It’s become a reality.” 
Switzer said Monday 

Sanders is considered one 
of the top five comerbacks in 
the league and has played 
wide receiver add Returned 
kicks on a limited basis. 

He is known for his arro- 
gance and swagger, and some 
observers are concerned that 
his huge contract will cause 
resentment among hisr new 
teammates. 



Chess c h a llenge r Vfchy Anand (left) of India shakes hands 
with world chess champion Garry Kasparov from Russia as 
New York Mayor Rudolf Giuliani looks on at the start of the 


first game in their best of 20-game match in New York (AFP 
photo) 


World Chess Championship opens 
atop World Trade Centre 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Indian grandmaster Viswanathan 
Anand and Russian World Champion Garry Kasparov 
chew in 27 moves on Monday the first game of their PCA 
(Professional Chess Association) World Championship 
match held here atop the World Trade Centre. 

“Spend your money," New York Mayor Rudolf Giuliani 
told spectators gathering for the match earlier in the day. 
“We'll collect taxes on what you spend,” he added. 

The Republican, a staunch advocate of business in New 
York, thanked Kasparov for organising the tournament on 
the 107th story of the Manhattan landmark's twin towers. 

Robert Brice, executive director of the PCA — the 
association founded two years ago when Kasparov broke 
off from the International Chess Federation, touted the 
role computer maker Intel played -in supporting the 
championship. 

Intel has plowed four million dollars into the PCA this 
year, including some 1.5 million for the . championship 
tournament, according to ptess reports. Tbe winner will 
take two thirds of the prize and the loser the rest. 

The sprawling last floor of the Trade Center, which 
offers a sweeping panorama of the New York skyline, will 
remain open to visitors throughout the championship, 
which should end October 13 unless one of the players wins 
beforehand. 

Promoters hope the siting pf the competition will boost 
the public interest in- the game 1 . - ' '• 1 ^ 


But a number of tourists were far from thrilled Monday 
with the skyrocking price of admission in the observation 
floor, which has been increased from 3.50 dollars to 15 
dollars during the title tournament. 

“I don't give a (expletive) about their game. I'm here for 
the view,” complained an elderly tourist from the Midwest. 

But chess enthusiasts seem to have no problem in paying 
75 dollars for one of 30 privileged seats in front of the glass, 
soundproof cage where the champions will slug it out four 
days a week. 

Some 120 other chess experts and fans, notebooks and 
chessboards in hand, follow each move on several giant 
television screens set up in the area which experienced 
some technical glitches, on Monday. 

“The official statement is that I'm written out sick,” said 
a 40-year-old businessman who was hiding behind a potted 
plant from probing television cameras. 

“I hope there will be a winner before -the end of the 
month, otherwise I’ll be in trouble," he added. 

The flamboyant Kasparov, 32, is favoured to win the 
tournament, but the public openly roots for Vishy, his quiet 
and serious-looking 25-year-old rival, considered the most 
talented chess player of his generation. 

“It's good for Vish,” said U.S. grand master Max Dlugy 
after Kasparov drew black late Sunday. -“He gets a chance 
to probe Kasparov’s defences." 




The right bearing for all machines, plants, vehicles and equipment. 
Certified according to DIN ISO 9001 . 


FAG AND SAMIR OPED & SONS CO 
PARTNERS WITH A COMMITMENT 

GOOD BEARINGS DO NOT MAKE MUCH NOISE. 
MUCH LESS DO THEY PERMIT THE MACHINERY 
AND EQUIPMENT INCORPORATING THEM TO 
MAKE ANY. 

SUCH IS THE CASE OF THE WORLD’S RE- 
NOWNED BEARING MANUFACTURERS AND 
DISTRIBUTORS . THEY GET ON WITH THE TASK, 
WITHOUT MAKING ANY FUSS ABOUT IT - THAT’S 
THE LONG AND SHORT OF THE "BEARINGS 
COMMITMENT " OF THE GERMAN PIONEERS , 
FAG AND THEIR DISTRIBUTORS , SAMIR ODEH & 
SONS CO , TO THE INDUSTRIES THEY SERVE . 
FAG HAS ELEVEN MANUFACTURING PLANTS , 
FOCUSING ON BEARINGS ALONE, SPANNING 
EUROPE .INDIA . NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA . 

THE ANNUAL GLOBAL TURNOVER OF THE FAG 
GROUP IS NOW IN EXCESS OF DM. 2.9 BILLION 
AND NEARLY 72% OF THE PRODUCTION IS 
EXPORTED . 

SAMIR ODEH & SONS CO WAS ESTABLISHED IN 
THE BEARING BUSINESS IN THE REGION MORE 
THAN 30 YEARS BACK . TODAY THE NAME IS 
SYNONYMOUS WITH QUALITY BEARINGS , COM- 
PETTTVE PRICES , AND EXCELLENT SERVICE . 
THE FAG - SAMIR ODEH & SONS CO NEW 
DISTRIBUTION CENTRE BEARS TESTIMONY TO 
THE DISTRIBUTORS UNFETTERED COMMIT- 
MENT TO THE JORDAN MARKET . 



Dr. Peter-Jurgen Kreher 

tatidnt and Odd Esotnt Offer. 

fU Kfapifadiar S**i Seine hr LB, Eanmj. 


Mr. Nteua Eutanhoefar 

Extcuthm VI cn President of 
FAB DEM UNO HANDEL AS 


Mr. Samir Odeh 

Dwur atm CMif BcaeuUw of 
Sanlr Odeh Group 


A112 YEARS HISTORY 

TO BE PRECISE , BEARING INVENTORS FAG K.UGEL- 
F1SCHER GROUP OF SCHWEINFURT , GERMANY 
HAVE A 112 YEARS HISTORY TO BACK THEM TO 
THE HILT IN ALL FACETS OF BEARING PRODUC- 
TION. APPLICATIONS INCLUDE FARMS & FISHERIES 
. FOOD PROCESSING , ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOL- 
OGY , LEISURE AND HEALTH FACILITIES , TELE- 
COMMUNICATION . METAL & NON METAL 
WORKING , MINING, REFINING PETRO CHEMICALS 
, TRANSPORTATION . AUTOMOTIVES , RAILWAYS . 
AERO SPACE , ENERGY PRODUCTION , ELECTRI- 
CALS AND MANY INDUSTRLAL ACTIVITIES ... IN 
SHORT , FAG EQUIP EVERYTHING THAT TURNS . 

AS FOR THE ARABIAN GULF AND MIDDLE EAST 
REGION , THE USAGE OF BEARINGS IS MARKED IN 
A CTI V I T IE S RELATED TO OIL FIELDS , REFINERIES , 
PETRO CHEMICAL PLANTS , VARIOUS MANUFAC- 
TURING INDUSTRIES , SUCH AS METAL WORKING , 
FOOD PROCESSING , HEAVY INDUSTRIES LIKE 
CEMENT AND SMELTING . IN ADDITION THERE IS 
AN EVER INCREASING REPLACEMENT MARKET , 
ESPECIALLY FOR AUTOMOTIVE AND HEAVY EQUIP- 
MENT . ’ 

FAG BEARINGS HAVE BEEN IN THE REGION SINCE 
1950 AND ENDUSERS HAVE BEEN PROCURING THEIR 
REQUIREMENTS DIRECTLY FROM THE FACTORY 
OR VIA DISTRIBUTORS . 

WITH THE CLOSE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BEARING 
MARKET IN THE REGION SAMIR ODEH & SONS 
HAVE CREATED A DATA BANK . THEIR FOUNDA- 
TION WORK HAS HELPED FAG TO. RETAIN ITS 
STRONG POSITION IN THE FIELD . 

THE RIGHT BEARING AT THE TIME TO KEEP THE 
WHEELS OF THE INDUSTRY MOVING - THE JOINT 
PHILOSOPHY OF FAG AND SAMIR ODEH AND SONS 
CO. 



Dear Bearing Customers 
We have opened a new FAG distribution center for 
better service to yon. We are also ON-LINE with FAG- 
Germany. 

We guarantee to give you the right bearing at 
right time. 


FAG 



On the occasion of the opening of the new FAG 
distribution center in Amman, we congratulate 

SAMIR ODEH & SONS CO. 

Wishing them a successful future 

FAG OEM UND Handel AG, Schweinfort 


IiiV.J.&'.v. .... i, v 
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Sudanese take to streets 
demanding freedoms 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Thousands of students and 
civilians took to the streets in 
protest for a second day- 
Tuesday, and police re- 
sponded with tear-gas to try 
to quell the demonstrations, 
.Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. 

Government-backed news- 
papers blamed the outlawed 
Communist Party and 
foreign-based opposition 
groups for the unrest, which 
left at least 10 people injured 
on Monday. It was unclear if 
the injuries were caused by 
shoving, tear-gas or police 
Opening up with live ammuni- 
tion. 

Residents of Khartoum 
confirmed that there was re- 
newed rioting in parts of rhe 
capital on Tuesday, but gave 
no details. 

In dispatch from Khar- 
toum, MENA said that 
Sudanese security forces fil- 
led the streets of the down- 
town and neighbouring 
Omdurman and set up check- 
points at crossroads and 
bridges to block the demon- 
strators. Reservists were tai- 
led to duty, it said. 

MENA said the protesters 
called for political freedom 
and shouted slogans against 
the government and Islamic - 
leader Hass an Tourabi, who 
is believed to be the power 
behind the government in. 
Sudan. 

Some of the demonstrators 
marched to one of Dr. Toura- 
bi's offices, but be was not . 
there, MENA said. 

On Monday, the rampage 
began at Khartoum Universi- 
ty and spread to a nearby ( 
market. Rioting results in 
thousands of dollars in dam- 
age to cars and banks, 
Sudanese newspapers re- ■. 
ported. 

A number of students were 
arrested, but no exact figure 
has been released by the gov- 
ernment. 

Official Radio. Omdurman 
quoted an unnamed* 
Sudanese security official on 
Tuesday as saying the de- 
monstrations were organised 
by the Communist Party. The 
radio also blamed unidenti- 
fied ‘‘foreign quarters.” 

It Was an apparent refer- 
ence to Eritrea, which hosted 
a conference of Sudanese 
opposition groups earlier this 
summer. 


The security official 
_ charged that the students be- 
' hind the unrest were trying to 
implement resolutions of the 
Asmara. Eritrea conference, 
which called for the over- 
throw of the military govern- 
ment of General Omar A1 
Bashir. 

A spokesman for the 
opposition Umma Party in 
Cairo said “violent demon- 
strations broke out in the 
downtown Khartoum around 
noon (0900 GMT) and others 
in Wad Madam and Port 
Sudan.” 

MENA reported: “Secur- 
ity forces have dosed off 
traffic in main arteries and 
bridges in the Sudanese capit- 
al to stop workers and gov- 
ernment employees from 
joining the demonstrations. 

“Thousands of students 
from the capital’s three uni- 
versities. participated and 
were joined by thousands of 
citizens.” 

Protestors marched to tire • 
headquarters of the Council 
of International Friendship, 
thinking Dr. Tourabi was 
there, but guards at the build- 
ing convinced them he was 
not, MENA added. 

“A huge number" of uni- 
versity students and residents 
joined in the protests in 
Khartoum in which several* 
cars were smashed, Salah ' 
Galal, another Umma mem- 
ber said. 

Police fired live ammuni- 
tion into (be air but “they 
have refused to fire on the 
protesters themselves,” Mr. 
Galal said, citing sources 
within the Sudanese police. 

Authorities called out 
military police from the army 
to protect “sensitive loca- 
tions” in the dty, such as gas 
stations and banks. Mr. Galal 
said. 

Earlier, Sudanese state 
radio said the situation in 
Khartoum had been “fully 
controlled" after some 3,000 
students took to the streets 
along with residents on Mon- 
day protecting an increase in 
bread prices and calling for 
the regime's fall. 

The Egyptian daily A1 
Jomhouriah reported that 
Sudanese police fired on de- 
monstrators on Monday with 
live ammunition and tear- 
gas, “leaving eight 'people un- 
conscious and injuring 15 
others.” 

Dozens of students were 


arrested in the protests, the 
Arab daily AI Hayat re- 
ported. 

Students also held demon- 
strations in Khartoum's sister 
city Omdurman on the oppo- 
site side of the Nile River, 
lasting four hows. Al Hayat 
said, adding that “gunfire 
lasting 20 minqtes was beard 
from the dty.” 

The Sudanese daily Al Efl- 

gaz AJ Watani said students 
on Monday gathered “in a 
peaceful demonstration in 
central Khartoum which then 
turned into subversion and 
rioting at which point the 
police responded with tear- 
gas.” 

The Sudanese press .said “a 
limited number of rioters and 
saboteurs" joined the pro- 
tests, “burning five motorcy- 
cles, destroying a number of 
cars and stoning the front of 
several banks.” 

Police intervened with 
tear-gas after demonstrators 
began stoning passers-by. 
‘‘injuring a number of 
dtizens including a judge,” 
Al Engaz Al Watani said. 

Protesters chanted: “The 
people are hungry. Bashir 
you coward” and “Tourabi 
must enter the Kober,” refer- 
ring to a Sudanese prison, AI 
Jomhouriah said. 

The protests came after 
repons that the price of 
bread would be increased due 
to a doubling of what prices 
over the 'past month, AI 
Hayat said. 

Sudanese Finance Minister 
Al Haj Attalmanan 
announced last Friday that 
bread prices would rise by 50 
per cent to keep up with 
rising wheat prices. 

Gen. Bashir took power in 
a military coup in 1989. oust- 
ing the elected government of 
Prime Minister Sadeq -Al 
Mahdi. He immediately ban- 
ned political parties and in- 
stalled an Islamic regime with 
the backing of Dr. Tourabi. 

Last month, Gen. Bashir 
said he would release all poli- 
tical prisoners. Among those 
freed was Dr. Mahdi, who 
has been under virtual house 
arrest for the past six years 
and had been jailed for more 
than three months. 

Sudan has been plagued by 
chronic food and commod- 
ities shortages and soaring 
inflation. There have been 
reports in recent days of a 
severe shortage of bread. 



UNICEF urges Taliban to allow women to work 

GENEVA (R) — The United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) on Tuesday called on Afghanistan’s Islamic 
Taliban movecment, whose forces captured the dty of 
Herat a week ago, to allow women to return to work and 
girls to attend school there. “Local authorities are not 
allowing women to work in public positions except for 
nurses and other health staff,” Margbarita Amodeo, 
Unicef spokeswoman, told a news conference in Geneva. 
“Although schools have reopened, female teachers and 

S 'rls are not being allowed to enter schools,” she added. 

-N. agencies have expressed their concern to the Tali- 
bans” leadership, whose forces captured the key Western 
city from pro-government troops on Sept. 5. An Afghan 
woman employed as a UNICEF project officer in Herat has 
not been allowed to return to work since then, according to 
the spokeswoman. 

Foreigners behind Bahrain unrest-— premier 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain's Prime Minister Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Sulman Al Khalifa said on Monday that acts of 
violence in Bahrain were instigated by foreign powers. 
“This Highness asserted that there are foreign hands 
behind the incidents that Bahrain witnessed recently,” the 
official Gulf News Agency said, but did not elaborate. It 
said Sheikh Khalifa was speaking at a meeting with editors 
of Bahraini newspapers. ' . 

Fateh officer stabbed to death In Lebanon 

SIDON (R) — The body of an officer of the Fateh group 
was found on Tuesday near a South Lebanon refugee camp 
and security sources said he was stabbed to death. They 
said Lebanese troops discovered the bloodied body of 
Maarouf Abu Hamadeh, a 40-year-old Fateh officer, in the 
early morning on the seashore near Rashidiyyeh camp, just 
south of the port of Tyre, 76 kilometres south of Beirut It 
was not immediately known who was behind the killing. 

Ciller helicopter kills policeman 

ISTANBUL (AEP) — A Turkish policeman died Tuesday 
after being struck _ by the rotor of a helicopter carrying 
Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, hospital officials said. 
Sa til mis Gbzen was hit by the rear rotor blade of the 
helicopter as it was landing at a heliport near a school 
which Ciller was due to open. He received serious h ead , 
neck and shoulder injuries and was taken to the nearby 
International Hospital. He underwent surgery but died of 
his injuries, a hospital spokesman said. Ms. Ciller, accom- 
panied by Education Minister Nevzat Ayaz and the chief of 
police in, Istanbul, stayed in the police helicopter until the 
ambulance left to take Gozen to hospital. Sbe was 
informed of his death at the hospital when she went to visit 
him. 

Egyptian editor under probe 

CAIRO (AP) — The prosecutor general has launched an 
investigation of the editor of the opposition Al Sbaab 
newspaper for an article he wrote on alleged corruption by 
a government official. Opposition newspapers said Tues- 
day that editor Magdi Ahmad Hussein has been called to 
answer questions on Saturday before the country's chief 
attorney. The twice weekly Al Sbaab, published by the 
Islamic-oriented opposition Labour Party, is one of the 
main opposition papers in Egypt. Mr. Hussein is being 
investigated for an article he wrote last July in which he 
criticised a minister for corruption and accused the 
minister’s son of taking advantage of his father's position. 
ThA mi nist er’s name was not revealed in the article. 


PKK hits 

N. Iraqi 

border 

position 

ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish separatist Kurds 
attacked a border post in 
northern Iraq wounding two 
Turkish lorry drivers in a 
four-hour shootout, the Ana- 
tolia agency said Tuesday. 

In a story dated from 
Zakbo. in northern Iraq, the 
agency said that militants 
from the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) had opened fire 
late Monday from hills near 
the Brahim Khalil post on the 
Jrag-Turkey border. 

Gunfire erupted between 
the PKK and Iraqi Kurds 
from the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP), which 
controls the border area. 

Three villages between the 
border town of Zakho and 
Dohuk were also attacked by 
the PKK leading to clashes 
with Iraqi Kurds, the agency 
said. 

One thousand lorries cross 
through the border post daily 
carrying Iraqi oil in exchange 
for food, in a practice toler- 
ated by the United Nations 
despite the five-year sanc- 
tions imposed on Baghdad 
after its invasion of Kuwait. 

PKK rebels began attack- 
ing KDP militias at the end 
August in a bid to wreck a' 
U.S. -sponsored accord be- 
tween rival Iraqi Kurds who 
have controlled northern Iraq 
in defiance of Baghdad since 
the aftermath of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The PKK has accused the 
KDP, led by Massud Barza- 
ni, of supporting Turkey's bid 
to wipe out the separatists 
who have waged an 11 year 
battle for an independent 
homeland in southeast Ana- 
tolia. 

The KDP and its rival, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), led by Jala! Talabani, 
were due to hold talks in 
Dublin Tuesday to follow up 
on their accord reached in 
Drogheda-. Ireland, on Aue. 
11 . 

PKK rebels killed "two . 
state-paid village guards in 
separa te raids in Turkey’s 
eastern province of Tunceli, 
army officers said. 



CROWN PRINCE MEETS GONZALEZ: His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Tuesday receives Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez for a 
breakfast meeting. The key theme for the meeting was Jordan’s vision of 
cooperation with Europe, including Spain, and potential for investment in 
Jordan (see page one) 


Egypt says it reserves right to 
‘self-defence’ against Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
said it had the right to self- 
defence against Sudan as the 
Organisation for African Un- 
ity (OAU) blamed Khartoum 
for an attempt to kill Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, an 
Egyptian paper reported 
Tuesday. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa urged members of 
an emergency OAU meeting 
in Addis Ababa to “stand 1 
together against Sudan’s be- 
haviour” in support of Isla- 
mic militants, the daily Al 
Ahraxn said, 

Mr. Musa stressed to the 
committee for conflict pre- 
vention “Egypt’s legitimate 
right to self-defence against 
Sudan,” the paper said. 

The committee issued a 
statement calling on Sudan to 
end its support of “terror- 
ism” and to hand over three 
men wanted by Ethiopia for 
the June 26 attack on Mr. 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 

Sudan has denied any in- 
volvement in the attack from 
which Mr. Mubarak escaped 
unscathed. 

-Mr. Musa told Al Ahram 
the panel had asked the Un- 
ited Nations “to follow de- 
velopments in the investiga- 
tions.” 

He also presented the 
panel with a list of 20 camps 
in Sudan for training aimed 
Islamic extremists, the paper 
said. 

Ad unnamed African di- 
plomat said the meeting, 
scheduled to focus on the 


conflict on Burundi, had 
‘Tamed info an open trial of 
the Sudanese government.” 

In its statement the OAU 
ealled on “all governments, 
and in this case the govern- 
ment of Sudan, to desist from 
engaging in activities of 
assisting, s up por ti ng and faci- 
litating terrorist activities and 
from giving shelter and sanc- 
tuary to terrorist elements*” 

Ethiopian Foreign Minister 
-Seyoum Mesfin said - the 
attack on Mr. Mubarak “was 
an operation which was sup- 
ported, assisted and facili- 
tated by the security organs 
of Sudan,” OAU sources 
said. 

“There are also strong in- . 
dications that diplomatic cov- 
ers wefe used,” he added. 

He described the gun 
attack on Mr. Mubarak's 
motorcade as “a criminal 
act” which Ethiopia could 
reasonably and legitimately 
claim the right of self- 
defence.” 

"The evidence is over- 
whelming that Sudanese 
security officials were deeply 
involved in the assassination 
attempt on the life of tbe - 
Egyptian president,” Mr. 
Seyoum told the extraordin- 
ary session of the OAU con- 
flict resolution body. 

Ethiopia raised the issue 
unexpectedly at the one-day 
special session called to dis- 
cuss what OAU Secretary- 
General Salim Ahmad Salim 
has described as “the loom- 
ing catastrophe” in Burundi. 


Sudan is hot a member of 
the OAU's 16-nation conflict 
resolution body, but its 
ambassador to Ethiopia, Os- 
man Al Sayed Fade! Al 
Sayed, attended the session 
as an observer. 

He told the body his gov- 
ernment was not informed in 
advance that the issue would 
be raised at the session and 
therefore he could not re- 
spond in detail to the Ethio- 
pian accusations. 

Mr. Seyoum said Ethiopia 
decided it had no option but 
to raise the issue and make 
the accusations against Sndan 
at the session. 

“The alternative would 
have been to ignore this in- 
volvement in what can only 
be termed as state-sponsored 
terrorism... against an Afri- 
can bead of state. The crime 
is unprecedented in the 
whole history of inter- 
African relations,” said Mr. 
Seyoum. 

A Sudanese government 
committee denied Monday 
that Sudan was sheltering two 
of the wanted men. 

It said the third had en- 
tered Sudan before the assas- 
sination bid on a forged pass- 
port He would be handed 
over once be was caught, 
although he might already 
have left the country. 

Reports in the Arabic daily 
Al Hayat Monday quoting 
Sudanese distance himself 
from Islamic hardliners and 
reduce tbe influence of spir- 
itual guide Hassan Torabi. 


Kabul 
shrugs off 
Pakistani 
demand 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Afghan government Tuesday 
shrugged off Pakistan's de- 
mand for an apology over a 
mob attack on its embassy 
here which left one Pakistani 
dead and injured the ambas- 
sador and several others. 

An official statement coun- 
tered a demand by Pakistan 
for the restoration of its 
embassy, which was gurted in 
the Sept. 6 attack, and for full 
protection for diplomats and 
staff, claiming that a Pakista- 
ni diplomat had fired on the 
crowd sparking the attack. 

“If an apology is the issue, 
first of all the Pakistani au- 
thorities should apologise for, 
the bullets fired by their di- 
plomat and the murder of an 
Afghan,” the Afghan Fore- 
ign Ministry statement said. 

During the attack, a Pakis- 
tani messenger was killed and 
Ambassador Qazi Humayun 
and 28 other staff were in- 
jured. They were evacuated 
to Islamabad the following 
day. 

The statement also pro* 
tested the alleged involve- 
ment of Pakistan’s intelli- 
;ence agency in the fall of the 
;ey western Afghan city of. 
Herat to the rebel Talibans 
Islamic student militia on - 
Sept. 3. 

Islamabad had -denied the 
alleged shooting, saying that 
no embassy staff were armed, 
as well as involvement with 
the Talibans. 

But the Foreign' Ministry ■ 
has kept up its condemnation * 
of Pakistan, saying in the 
statement that it was “unpre- 
cedented” for “a diplomat 
accredited to another country 
to puli' the trigger of a rifle.” 


France: New Zealand 
abusing World Court 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — 
France angrily accused New 
Zealand on Tuesday of mis- 
using the International Court 
of Justice as a forum for 
political protest against 
French nuclear tests instead 
of to present legal arguments.- 

Foreign ministry lawyer 
Marc de Brichambaut, 
opposing New Zealand’s bid 
to get the U.N. court to ban 
the tests in the South Pacific 
atoll of Muiuroa, said Wel- 
lington’s legal team had false- 
.Jy played on public fears of 
nuclear contamination. 

“Your court is not a tribun- 
al of opinion. New Zealand 
has directed itself to world 
public opinion... and pre-' 
sented an apocalyptic vi- 
sion,” be told the court’s 14 
judges. 

Mr. De Brichambaut said 
France, which does not rec- 
ognise the court’s jurisdic- 
tion, had agreed to take part 
in preliminary hearings to de-. 
termine whether New Zea- 
land could reopen an earlier 
case it brought against 
French tests in the 1970s. ' 

“The French government 
has come to give its views on 
that, topic and that topic 
alone. I am afraid we have 
been deceived.” 

He expressed ■ confidence 
however that the court would 
rule in France’s favour and 
that New Zealand’s case 
would run no further than the 
current preliminary phase. 

New Zealand ultimately 
hopes to obtain a ruling ban- 
ning the tests by reopening a 
case which it brought 
together with Australia 
against French atmospheric 
nudear tests over 20 years 
ago. 

In 1974 the court decided it 
no longer needed to hand 
down adjudgment because 
France had announced it 
'would not carry out any 


further atmospheric tests. 

New Zealand is now seek- 
ing to invoke a clause of this 
ruling which provides for a 
review if there is a change in 
the circumstances on which 
the court based its decision. 

On Monday New Zealand 
Attorney General Paul East 
called for a swift end to the 
French tests, saying they 
could cause irreparable dam- 
age to the region's fragile 
marine environment. 

France held the first of a 
planned series of eight under- 
ground nuclear tests in 
Mururoa last week, trigger-, 
mg fierce protests around the 
world. 

The- court is expected to 
conclude preliminary hear- 
ings later on Tuesday and to 
decide within the next few 
weeks whether- there are 
grounds for a review of its 
1974 ruling. 

The International Court of 
Justice is tbe main judicial 
or ran of tbe United Nations. 

In Brussels, France’s Euro- 
pean Affairs Minister Michel 
Bamier pledged Tuesday to 
reply to European Commis- 
sion demands for extra data 
on French nuclear testing in 
the South Pacific, but he did 
not say when the information 
would be made available. 

“We are currently prepar- 
ing the reply we will make to 
the European Commission,” 
Mr. Bamier told reporters in 
Brussels. 

He gave no date for the 
French government’s * re- 
sponse. 

The French government 
had already in August orga- 
nised a meeting in Paris be- 
. tween European Union (EU) 
experts and French officials 
concerning the impact of nuc- 

-(Continued <m page 7) 


Rabin to 

protest 

Russian 

nuclear 

sale to 

Iranians 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is to protest Russia’s 
plain to sell nuclear reactors 
to Iran during a visit to Mos- 
cow dozing which he also 
hopes Co boost military and 
economic ties. 

“Rabin wifi drive home his 
opposition to the supply of 
reactors, which Tehran could 
nse to build atomic bombs,” 
senior foreign ministr y o ffi- 
cial Dan Onan told AFP on 
Tuesday. 

' * Mr. Rabin, who kicked off 
a two-day mission to Ukraine 
on Tuesday, is to fly to Rus- 
sia on Wednesday for a 24- 
hour visit. 

Moscow announced last 
week that it had signed a 
contract to provide two more 
reactors for tbe Bnshehr nuc- 
lear plant in southern Iran. 

A first contract for a 1,000- 
megawatt unclear reactor 
worth almost SI trillion was 
signed at the beginning of this 
year. 

The United States and 
Israel have voiced concern 
over such deals, accusing Iran 
of seeking to obtain nudear 
weapons. 

Tehran, which strongly 
opposes the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, insists its nuc- 
lear programme has only civi- 
lian purposes. 

Mr. Rabin is expected to 
meet Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
!Kozyrev during his stay in 
Moscow. 

But a meeting with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, who 
is on holiday, is not on the 
cards. The daily Yediot 
Aharonot said here that Mr. 
Yeltsin had turned down an 
Israeli request for a meeting. 

Mr. Onan said: “The main 
aim of (Rabin's) visit is to 
develop economic relations 
with Ukraine and Russia and 
to reassme Moscow on its 
role in tbe Middle East peace 
process. 

“Economic ties remain 
modest in relation to their 
potential,” he said, adding 
Israel wanted to “lift obsta- 
cles to projects already drawn 
up.” 

Israel is concerned that 
Russia may feel distanced 
from tbe peace process” Mr. 
On an said. 

“On the political level, 
Israel believes Russia has an 
important role to play in the 
peace process which it jointly 
sponsors with the United 
States, even if the latter is 
getting all tbe limelight,” he 
said. 

Israel wants to avoid Rus- 
sia “throwing a spanner in 
the works (of the peace pro- 
cess) if it feels sidelined,” he 
said, adding Moscow could 
help the Jewish state to get its 
peace talks with Syria off the 
ground. 

In Kiev Mr. Rabin was to meet 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma, Prime Minister - 
Yevgeny Marchuk and De- 
fence Minister Valery 
Cbmarov and was expected 
to sign a series of bilateral- 
accords. 

Two years ago the two 
countries drew up technolo- 
gical projects but they have 
yet to be implemented. 

He was also to meet repre- 
sentatives of Ukraine’s 
500,000-strong Jewish com- 
munity and visit Babi Yar, 
site of one of the worst mas- 
sacres of Jews during World 
War H. 

Some 300,000 Uk rainian - 
Jews have moved to Israel in 
the past six years and the 
Jewish state hopes to encour- 
age further immigration. 

Mr. Rabin also signed a 
technological cooperation 
accord with Moscow during 
his first visit to Russia in 
April 1994 but that too has 
remained a dead letter. 

Officials say it cannot be 
implemented while Russia 
stifi prevents the sale of arms 
and planes to Israel. 

Israel exported goods 
worth $72 million to Russia in 
1994, while its imports stood 
$32 million. 

Chinese deal 

China is negotiating the 
financial arrangements for 
selling Iran two 300- 
megawatt nuclear reactors, 
die Chinese ambassador to 
Tehran, Huali Ming, said in 
an interview Tuesday. 

The conservative Iranian 
newspaper Ressalat quoted 
the ambassador as saying the 
two countries signed an ■ 
accord on the sale of the 
reactors during Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani’s *■* :t to China in 
1992. 



Lung cancer death 
rises among 
women smokers 

NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
rate of women smokers 
dying of lung cancer 
increased sixfold from the 
1960s to tbe 1980s, accord- 
ing io a new study. The rate . 
rose from 26 to 155 per 
100,000. while for male 
smokers it nearly doubled 
from 1 87 to 341 per 
100,000. said Michael Thun 
of die American Cancer 
Society. Mr. Tbnn and fel- 
low researchers from ibe 
Emory University School of 
Public Health found there 
was no increase among non- 
smokers. They compared 
tbe findings of two large 
studies sponsored by the 
Cancer Society, one from- 
1959 to 1965 and another 
from 19S2-88. The increas- 
es occurred despite the 
introduction of lower-tar 
cigarettes and filters. Any 
benefits provided by such 
cigarettes for older smokers 
“have been apparently over- 
whelmed by more potent 
adverse changes in smoking 
behavior and perhaps other 
factors,” the researchers 
said. 

Indian court rejects 
actor's plea for bail 

NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Supreme Court said Tues- 
day it had rejected a plea for 
bail by film star Sanjay 
Duff, arrested in a bomb 
- blast case more than a year 
ago. The court, which treat- 
ed a letter by Duff from 
‘ prison as a writ petition, 
said, however, he could ■ 
challenge the judgement of 
a Bombay court which 
rejected Ms third plea for 
bail Monday. In his letter. 
Duff said he believed it 
would take 15 to 16 years 
for his defence evidence to 
be completed in tbe Bom- 
bay court Duff sought a 
modification of an earlier 
ruling of SepL 23* 1994 by 
the Supreme Court which 
said he could apply for bail 
after a. special court heard 
bis defence. Tbe special 
court set up in 1993 after a 
series of bomb attacks 
which killed nearly 300 
people in Bombay, has been 
trying several accused in tbe 
case, including DuttDutt is 
accused of purchasing an 
assault rifle 'from the main 
suspects in the bombings. 

Passengers mutiny 
when hurricane 
ruins cruise 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Hundreds of passengers on . 
a cruise ship that dripped 
exotic Mexican ports to . 
dodge a hurricane mutinied 
when die captain denied 
them refunds, refusing to 
leave the ship and chanting, 
"hell, no, we won’t go” The 
captain called police and 
threatened to impound tbe 
passengers' luggage. Final- 
ly, after six hours of protest- 
ing Sunday, they picked up . 
their bags and went home. 
‘They had to know about 
the weather, but they said 
everything was fine until we 
were out to sea,” said 
Claudette Maiden, on her 
first vacation in 10 years 
with her husband, RodelL 
Their tickets totaled $1,700. 
Most of the 1,700 passen- 
gers realised the change in 
plans was for the best, ‘and 
the complainers were a . 
noisy minority. Carnival 
spokeswoman Jennifer De 
La Cruz said from Miami. 
Carnival offered discounts 
on future trips and a $40 
shipboard cz&it during the 
cruise. The Jubilee left on a - 
seven-day cruise to Mexico', 
on Sept. 3 as hurricane Hen- ' 
riette was bearing down on 
Baja California. The next 
day, the captain announced; 
that tbe storm had forced a 
change in the itinerary. 
Instead of steaming into 
Cabo San Lucas, Magadan 
and Puerto Vallarta, Mexi- 
co, the ship cruised the 
southern California coast- 
with slops in San Diegdi 
Ensenada, Mexico and 
Catalina Island. It returned 
Sunday. Maiden acknowl- 
edged that the contract she 
signed gave the captain the 
right to make last-minute 
changes because of weather. 
But, she said, "I didn’t 
think that meant we would - 
go around in circles for 
seven days.” 
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